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Britain guarantees Libya a fair trial 

LONDON (AFP). — 'Tbe British government guaranteed Libya Sunday 
that two df itr nationals suspected of carrying out the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing would receive a fair trial if extradited to Britain, a spokesman, 
said. Id a statement die Foreign Office spokesman said: “We have riven' 
. die Libyans a series of detailed assurances about a fair trial in Scotland, 
and' (about) the treatment of the two men after they have been 
suiraiderwC" The statement on the explosion on board, a United States 
Boeing 747 above die Scottish village of Lockerbie which left 270 dead 
was released through the British Pins Association news agency. But the 
Foreign Office denied a report published in- Scotland’s Sunday Post 
newspaper which claimed Britain and; Libya had reached -a “secret 
agreement" over the trial of.therwo men (are page 10). “There is no secret 
agreement,” the spokesman said. 




mes 


An independent Arab political daBy pubfahedbyl 

■tfijii. fcutiiju o* j *** 


Press Foundation 

* ^f»lf dMite 



UAE assails Iran 

RIYADH (R) —The United Arab miWukk gi^ fSn Sunday criticised 
Iran over three dispuled Gulf islands, sayingTehran had yet to prove its 
good intentions. “Iran is stiD repeating its chums of ownership and 
sovereignty on the Greater and Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa islands which 
belong to the UAE,” Foreign Minister Rashid Abdullah AJ Nuaimi told a 
meeting of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) foreign ministers in Riaydh 
(see related story befew). The UAE, which hosted tailed talks with Iran on 
the dispute last year, is the current chairman of the GCC, which also 
groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Oman, Qatar and Bahrain. The minister 
also criticised Tehran for saying the islands were an integral pan of Iran 
and for describing the dispute as a “small side issue." He reiterated a call 
on Iran to restart peace talks to resolve die dispute “with the islands' full 
return to the UAE.” There had been reports that the UAE minister of 
state for foreign affairs. Sheikh Hamdan Ben Zaycd A1 Nabayan, a son of 
the UAE’s president, was expected to go to Tehran in September to 
discuss the issue. The GCC has strongly backed the UAE in the dispute, 
triggering harsh responses by neighbouring Iran. 
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to finalise its 
after Israel-PLO 
agreement is formalised 



By Ajrmu A1 Safadl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


'■■ki] AMMAN — His Majesty King 
j Hussein said Sunday that Jordan 
was likely to ratify a draft agenda 
for its talks with Israel after the 
-rt- Palestine Liberation Organisa- 

• : % . tkm (FLO) and Israel sign the 
r*;, self-rale agreement they have 

• r,K reached. 

■ ;C: The Ring stressed, however, 

! ^ that the agenda is not a peace 
. : ; . r agreement with Israel but an 
*£\ “outfine” of the topics that need 
to be discussed. 

“(The agenda) has been mis- 
represented as an accord. In fact 
r-V it is an agenda of all topics that 
: .?.'^have to be discussed in great 
depths and hopefully the prob- 
'■ tans that have to be solved,” 
King Hussein told reporters dnr- 
ing a joint press conference with 

• "" Austrian President Thomas Kies-* 

til. 

^ p King Hussein said Jordan held 
back me ratification of the agen- 
1 -.' da until progress was achieved on 
-.1 the Palestinian trade of the Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

: “Once we see the Israeli- 

.V.. Palestinian moves materialise in- 

terms of the expected agreement, 
then wewfll bear our responsibil- 
ity towards ourselves, towards 
.1’ the future of our people,” the 
'King said. 


King Hussein stressed that Jor- 
dan was seeking comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, which 
win take time to achieve. 

“There is much that is impor- 
tant for us to address and attempt 
to resolve, but in the final analy- 
sis, it will take time to work out 
these problems and we hope this 
will be done simultaneously with 
die other Arab parties (involved) 
and Israel so that we can have 
comprehensive peace,” the King 
said. 

' “We have many problems dic- 
tated by geography, proximity, 
occupied territories and other 
problems that are a challenge to 
both sides in terms of bringing 
about peace in the region be- 
tween ns as well as helping in the 
Palestinian dimension,” the King 
said in response to a question on 
whether Jordan has any problems 
with Israel other than the Palesti- 
nian issue. 

“There is the human element, 
there are resources, areas that are 
still under occupation, and the 
entire structure of peace in the 
region.” he said. 

The King reiterated that it was 
still premature to define the na- 
ture of future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, saying the 
issue win be addressed when the 
Palestinians are able to freely 






Baghdad 
cabinet 
* reshuffled 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam. Hussein Sun- 
day replaced his prime minister 
and appointed new oil and indus- 
try ministers, the Iraqi News 
Agency reported. The move 
appeared designed to push the 
country’s economic reconstruc- 
tion.' 

• Ahmad Hussein AT Khodayar, 
the current finance minister, was 
appointed prime ministerto re- 
place Mohammad Hamza A1 
Zubaidi who had held the job for 
two years. 

The cabinet reshuffle was in- 
tended to “give a new momentum 
to Iraq’s construction quest fol- 
lowing the Gulf crisis,” said Adel 
Ibramm, the spokesman for the 
Iraqi embassy in Amman. 

Tareq Aziz stayed on as deputy 
premier, the Iraqi News. Agency 
(INA) said. 

Mr. Aziz usually handles Bagh- 
dad’s efforts to obtain the lifting 
of economic sanctions winch the 
UnitedNations has imposed since 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

INA, which did not give a 
complete list of the cabinet 
reshuffle, said Safa Hadi Jawad 
replaced Osama Abdul Razak A1 
Hid as oil minister, while General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan, advisor 
to the president, was named 
minister of industry and minerals. 

Latif Nassif Jassem, a former 
information minister, was desig- 
nated minister of labour and so- 
da! affairs, Beshir Ahvan Ham- 
madi minister of agriculture, 
Nizar Jumaa Ali Al Kassir minis- 
ter of irrigation, Ahmad Mortada 
Ahmad Khalil minister of trans- 
port and communications, Abdul 
Modem Ahmad minister of reli- 
gious affairs, and Abdul Wahab 
Omar Mina Al Atrushi minister 
of state. ...... 

The . new foreign minister was 
not identified on the list. It bad 
been held by Mohammad Said Al 
Sahaf.Mr. Khndayar once served 
as foreign minister m 1991 and 
1992- 

. A second decree appointed 
Abdul Sattar Ahmad Al Mauri as 
adviser to President Saddam, and 
ex-ofl minister Hiti, Abdul Wah- 
hab Mahmoud Abdu&ab Al Sab- 
bagfa, Abdallah Fade! Abbes ami 

Aran Hanrawod A! Sadi as advis- 
ers at foe presidential office. 

A third decree appointed Tahir 
Mohammad Hasson, an adviser 
at the presidential office, as 
mayor of Baghdad: 

* • A: senior Jordan-based Wcst- 
" era diplomat said the reshuffle 
undeifaned “the economic crunch 
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Date for self-rule 
signing uncertain 


Combined agency dhpatrhes 

WASHINGTON — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) and Israel will probably 
not be able to sign their break- 
through peace - agreement on 
Sept. 13 because PLO institutions 
wiu need up to a month to 
approve it, a Palestinian source 
said on Sunday. 

The United States had offered 
Monday, Sept 13, as a possible 
date for a signing ceremony — 
tiie last day Israeli officials could 
attend an event in Washington 
and still get home for Jewish new 
year celebrations beginning on 
Wednesday. 

Hie source said the PLO and 
Israel would reach agreement this 
week on recognising each other, 
which they have to do before they 
can publicly sign their outline 
agreement on Palestinian self- 
rule. 

But be said PLO institutions 
could take up to a month to 
approve the document. 

“We need the time for our own 
approvals from our own organisa- 
tions,” be said. Asked if the deal 
could still be signed a week on 
Monday, he said: “I don’t think 
so.... the Executive Committee is 
meeting Thursday, after that the 
Central Council. .It. is going to 
take some time.” 

Israel's Ambassador to 

Washington Itamar Rabinovich 
also said he was not certain that 
an IsraeH-Palestmian agreement 
would be signed here Sept. 13. 

Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for die Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks here, also said it was 
premature to speak of Sept. 13 as 
a date for signing an agreement 
but said it was seen as a - target 
date. 

“The certainty of a signature 
on the 13th has yet to be estab- 
lished,” said Mr. Rabinovich. 

“It is a bit early to decide on 
the 13th but we are going to use it 
as a target date,” said Dr. Ashra- 
wi. 

The coordinator of the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the Mideast 
peace talks in Washington, Nabfl 
Shaath, said Saturday that the 
United States had told Russia, 
co-sponsor of the peace talks, it 
was ready to host a signing cere- 
mony on Sept. 13. 

Hie White. House has not con- 
firmed file offer, and. the State 
Department’s coordinator De- 
nnis. Ross said Saturday evening 
on CBS that there were stiU 
problems to resolve and could not 
confizm a signing ceremony 
would be held on Sept. 13. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 


tee will meet in Tunis Wednesday 
to review the agreement with 
Israel, a member of the commit- 
tee said. 

Abdullah Huraui told AFP in 
Amman that he would take part 
in the meeting set for Wednesday 
in the Itanisfen capital, where the 
PLO has its headquarters. 

Earlier in Tunis, a Palestinian 
official said the meeting of the 
PLO inner circle would be fol- 
lowed by a wider session of the 
Palestine Central Council, which 
has around 100 members. 

The two bodies have to en- 
dorse the accord on autonomy. 

On Saturday, the main PLO 
group, Fateh, approved the 
accord following a total of IS 
hours of heated debate chaired by 
Mr. Arafat . 

Israeli cabinet ministers said 
they hoped the agreement with 
the PLO together with a separate 
agreement on mutual recognition 
could be signed on' Sept. 13. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat have said there is 
no going bade on the seif-role 
deal. 

PLO and Israeli officials have 
already initialled a text of the 
self-rule agreement bat Israeli 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid said on Sunday they were 
still working out the final details 
of mutual recognition. 

Education Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein raid: '.“The declara- 
tion of principles is independent 
of the mutual recognition. So 
there is no reason why we should 
not go ahead and sign the 'Gaza 
and Jericho first’ agreement 
Monday in Washington.” 

“Let’s hope that the two agree- 
ments trill be signed at the same 
time.” be told reporters. 

The Tel Aviv stock exchange, 
opened sharply higher on Sunday' 
with investors hopefnl the agree- 
ments were near. 

“No one has an alternative. It 
is impossible to go back. There is 
no going back,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio before briefing the 
cabinet on Sunday. 

On Saturday Mr. Arafat, in his 
first exclusive interview with 
Israel Television, called the pro- 
cess irreversible. 

“The -fust steps of peace have 
begun,” be said. “From our ride, 
there is definitely no backing 
Bp” 

Health Minister Chaim Ramon 
said: “The cabinet discussed the 
contents of a unilateral declara- 
tion by the Palestinians that they 
recognise Israel. If they agree to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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exercise their right to choose. 

Responding to a question on 
posable confederation between 
Jordan and a Palestinian entity, 
the King said. “My answer is very 
very dear ... it is illogical to speak 
of any form of relationship 
until such time as our Palestinian 
brethren are in a position to 
exercise, under conditions of tot- 
al freedom, their right of choice. 
We will talk about it then.” 

King Hussein, who Saturday 
gave full support to the FLO- 
Israeii accord as a serious attempt 
to achieve comprehensive peace, 
said the agreement offers “a 
chance and we hope it will be 
taken since it is the last chance.” 

Asked if he believed extremists 
pose a threat to the peace process 
and the Gaza-Jericho agreement, 
the King said, “there is always a 
danger” but hoped that people 
will realise that, once' there are 
tangible results that, “this is the 
only choke, the best choice for 
all." 

King Hussein said that it was 
dear yet how Jordan can help in 
building the infrastructure in 
Gaza and Jericho once the agree- 
ment is implemented, adding that 
Jordan was discussing the issue 
with the Palestinians to find out 
“exactly what they require of us 
and see what we can do to help in 
any way we can.” 



HeS Majesty King Hussein and Austrian President Thomas Klestfl at a 
joint press co nfer ence Sunday (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Klestil ends visit 
praising Jordan 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Austrian President 
ThomasKlestil left Amman Sun- 
day after a two-day visit daring 
which be held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein on bilater- 
al relations and the Middle East 
peace process. Dr. Klestil said his 
visit to tiie Kingdom provided the 
opportunity to discuss bilateral 
relations and regional develop- 
ments at a “very important” 
phase in the peace process. 

During a joint press conference 
before Dr. KlestO’s departure, 
King Hussein described the Au- 
strian president as a “dear friend 
(with whom) we share tiie same 
views, same ideals and seek to 
contribute to a better future in 
our respective regions and in the 
world.” 

The King said he was pleased 
with the results of his meetings 
with Dr. Klestil. He said the visit 
was “a milestone in a friendly 
relationship that grew on mutual 
trust and respect.” 

Dr. Klestil, whose country re- 
cently hosted an international 
conference on human rights, said 
Jordan’s human rights record- “is 
a good example of giving demo- 
cratic rights to people.” 

He cried Jordan's record of 
sheltering refugees and displaced 
persons and the multi-party par- 
liamentary elections that it will 
bold in November* as “a very, 
very (good) example of human 
rights.” 

Commenting on the self-rule 
accord reached between the 
Palestinians and Israel, Dr. Kles- 
til said the agreement was “a very 
important first step” in the peace 
process. 

He said his country was not 
involved in the secret Palestinian- 
Israefi talks that resulted in the 
Gaza-Jericho agreement. 

The tuning of his visit “is no 
indication that we were involved in 
tbe secret talks,” be told the press 


conference. 

He said Austria was not asked 
to piny any role in the secret talks 
but would do so m t he, fu ture if 
invited by all the concerned par- 
ties. 

Dr. Klestil said Austria would 
continue to support the peace 
process and “was happy to see 
that developm en ts confi r m the 
right track of Austria’s foreign 
policy.” 

Austria chairs the water com- 
mittee in the multilateral phase of 
the Arab-Israeh talks and is also 
involved in energy-related de- 
velopment in the Middle East. 

Dr. Klestil said a Middle East 
peace agreement should be sup- 
ported by Europe, which should 
look at the PLO-IsraeB agree- 
ment from economic and finan- 
cial as well as political perspec- 
tives. 

“I think a peace agreement will 
deserve all the support, economic 
and financial, that can be given 
(by Europe),” be said. 

Asked about Jordanian- 
Austrian relations after peace is 
achieved ip the Middle East, Dr. 
Klestil said: “Nothing will change 
other than Jordan will play an 
even more important role in the 
region and we have more reasons 
to look into strengthening our 
trilateral relations.” 

Earlier in the day. King Hus- 
sein and President Klestil held a 
round of official talks which was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majafi, 
Royal Court Chief KhaJed Karaki 
t and other officials. 

President Klestil laid a wreath, 
at the tomb of King Abdullah. 

President Klestil, who accepted 
an invitation extended by King 
Hussain to pay a state visit to 
Jordan, was given an official 
farewell ceremony and was seen 
off at the airport by King Hus- 
sein, Prince Hassan, Dr. Majali, 
Dr. Karaki and other officials. 


King and Queen leave for London 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Majesty King Hussein, 
accompanied by Her Majesty Queen Noor, left for 
London Sunday afternoon on a private visit. 

Officials said the visit would last for a “few 
days.” 

A Royal Palace spokesman said Saturday the 
King bad called off a visit to the Far East later this 
month because of the latest developments in toe 


Middle East peace process, notably the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement on autonomy. 

The King and Queen were seen off from 
Amman airport by Royal family members and 
senior officials. 

Before the King's departure. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan was sworn in to serve as 
Regent during the King’s stay abroad. 


Arafat seeks Syrian and Arab 
endorsement of self-rule deal 


Combined agency dispatches 

DAMASCUS — Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
began talks on Sunday expected 
to centre on a proposed lsraeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement. 

Mr. Arafat is on a mission to 
persuade Mr. Assad to support 
toe accord but Palestinian opposi- 
tion sources said his task would 
not be easy and the Syrians would 
probably use “harsh words.” 

Syria has shown signs it does 
not like the agreement. 

The official news agency 
SANA said the talks were 
attended by Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
and Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa. 

Among those attending from 
the Palestinian side were bead of 
the PLO's Political Department 
Farouk Kaddoumi and head of 
the Information Department 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. SANA 
added. 

Before beginning talks with 
Mr. Assad, Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters m Damascus: Tm happy 
to be here in these crucial and 
destiny-making circumstances... 
to consult with President Assad 
and listen to his good advice.” 

Mr. Arafat first went to Cairo, 


where he met with Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa at the airport and 
spoke to President Hosni Mubar- 
ak by telephone during a brief 
refuelling stopover. 

“We're on the verge of finalis- 
ing this agreement,” Mr. Arafat 
told reporters ip Cairo. 

But he said, without elabora- 
tion, that there “are stfll some 
obstacles that stand in the way” 
of toe PLO and Israel formally 
recognising each other, a key 
issue before the plan can be 
signed. 

Egypt, which signed its own 
peace treaty with Israel in 1979, 
has blessed tiie accord, which 
provides for Palestinian auton- 
omy in the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Cairo reportedly has been 
trying to mediate between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Assad long-time 
adversaries in the Middle East’s 
Byzantine politics. 

Mr. Ararat said he plans to visit 
other Arab capitals. He did not 
name them, but Palestinian 
sources said be will fry to tiie Gulf 
from Damascus. In recent days 
be has visited Morocco, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Mauritania, Yemen, 
Sudan, Egypt and Jordan. 

Syria, a key player in the 22- 
month-okl U.S.spousored Middle 
East peace talks, has not officially 


commented on the Gaza-Jericho 
plan. 

But its state-run media have 
castigated Mr. Arafat for foiling 
to coordinate beforehand with his 
Arab partners in the peace pro- 
cess — Syria. "Jordan and Leba- 
non. 

Damascus opposes any bilater- 
al Arab-Israeli deal, insisting on a 
comprehensive settlement by all 
- - to the Arab-Israeli con-: 


Mr. Arafat's go-it-alone 
strategy in his secret negotiations 
with toe Israelis has angered Mr. 
Assad. 

Syria’s government-run Al 
Baath daily Sunday demanded 
“tighter Arab coordination... so 
that the Arab position is muffed. 
Singling out each part will neve* 
serve toe Arab cause, only split it 
up." 

Syrian backing is crucial to get 
the PLO's ruling body to give Mr. 
Arafat the green fight to sign the 
accord with load. 

The most vehement exposition 
to tiie setf-rule accord has come 
from Da m asc us -based Palestinian 
factious. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking at Cairo 
airport on the way to Damascus, 
described Arab reaction to the 
agreement as positive but he de- 
clined to be drawn on Syria's 
( Co n tin u ed on page 3) 


Husseini lobbies Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(AP) — The top Palestinian 
negotiator started the tough sell 
of a peace plan to this Muslim 
fundamentalist stronghold Sun- 
day by promising that Palestinian 
statehood was on the way. 

Faisal Husseini, head of tbe 
peace delegates at the Mideast 
talks in Washington, addressed a 
partisan crowd of about 1,000 
supporters of toe mainstream. 
Fateh movement at Al Azhar 
University in Gaza City. 

“We have to build our state,” 
Mr. Husseini told a cheering, 
capacity audience that spilled out 
tbe hall’s doorways. “It is not 
going to be an easy path covered 
with flowers and a red carpet, but 
he will reach a Palestinian state.” 

Mr. Husseini stayed away from 
toe current round of peace talks 
underway since last week, to 
build support in toe occupied 
territories for a plan approved by 
Israel to start Palestinian auton- 
omy in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank city of Jericho. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). which made the 
autonomy agreement with Israel, 
faces its most difficult battle in 
tbe impoverished Gaza Strip be- 
cause of the strength of Islamic 
political groups here. 

The Strip is home to some 
800,000 Palestinians. Many are 
refugees of the 1948 war and live 


in ramshackle refugee camps. 

The place where Mr. Husseini 
spoke is an extension of the 

famous Islamic institute of learn- 
ing by the same name in Cairo. 
Unlike other Muslim centres in 
Gaza, it is pro-PLO. 

Mr. Husseini said Palestinians 
had to unite behind the peace 
plan for it to succeed. 

^The minority must respect the 
opinion of the majority, ”be said. 
“If we do this correctly, we will 
reach our Palestinian state with 
its capital at Jerusalem.” 

The dais where Mr. Husseini 
spoke was decorated with a pic- 
ture of PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
and a huge verse from toe Koran, 
saying “all of you be united,, do 
not be divided.” 

Reaction to the autonomy plan 
has been muted m Gaza, where 
the uprising against Israeli 
occupation started in December 
1987. 

Opposition groups, Islamic 
parties and those within the PLO, 
have threatened to assassinate 
those responsible for toe plan. 
They argue that the plan is vague 
about achieving statehood or in 
gaming control of the Arab areas 
of Jerusalem that Israel seized in 
the 1967 war. 

Security around Mr. Husseini 
was tight, with at least five body 
guards, forming a phalanx around 


him to take him to his car. 

After tbe speech there was a 
brief question -and- answer 
period but the questions were 
prepared for him on paper and 
not taken from the audience. 

Asked about negotiations for 
mutual recognition between the 
PLO and Israel, Mr. Husseini 
hinted that tbe recognition might 
not be in public but through an 
exchange of letters to the co- 
sponsors of the peace talks, the 
U.S. and Russia. 

He also said that the Israeli 
settlers would remain in Gaza for 
sorae time after an Israeli military 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Husseini's comments bit 
on one of the main visible prob- 
lems with the agreement — the 
different interpretations of each 
side. The Israelis insist it is not 
the first step towards a Palesti- 
nian state and Palestinians say 
that it is. 

Gazans interviewed at random 
seemed confused about the plan 
but generally supporting as along 
as it brings an Israeli troop with- 
drawal and eventually a state. 

“If Gaza-Jericho brings all the 
land of Palestine, I support it. 
But if it brings just Gaza-Jericho 
we are against it. It is not 
enough,” said Mohammad 
Ahmad Tawil, a 32-year-old 
moneychanger. 


Arab Gulf states back Palestinian autonomy accord 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Six. 
Arab Gulf states announced Sun- 
day that they supported the 
Israeli-Palestinian accord for li- 
mited Palestinian autonomy. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) said in a statement it 
“welcomed the draft accord as a 
first step on toe path to a just, 
durable and comprehensive set- 
tlement of toe Palestinian cause 
and Arab-Israeli conflict.” 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Qatar, Bahrain and Oman over- 
came earlier doubts about the 
accord after prodding by 
Washington, toe key sponsor of 
toe Middle East peace talks, a 
GCC source said. 

Diplomats said toe pledge of 
support could lead to crucial 
ftnanr-ini backing for Palestinian 
autonomy. 


The oil-rich states are expected 
to participate in a U.S. plan to 
boost the autonomy accord by 
providing the Israeli-occupied 
territories with $590 million in 
international economic aid. 

The Gulf cut off aid to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) after accusing it of 
supporting Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

GCC Chairman Fahem Ai 
Qassimi said in an opening 
"Speech that Ik hoped to see the 
“latest developments in toe peace 
process lead to the attainment of 
all Arab and Palestinian rights.” 

The only means to recover 
these rights as well as the occu- 
pied Arab territories was to take 
a United Arab stand, be said. 

Sheikh Qasrimi told AFP ear- 
lier that the GCC states “support' 


any solution to the crisis in tbe 
.Middle East” that leads to an 
Israeli withdrawal from all occu- 
pied Arab land in line with U.N. 
resolutions. 

But the autonomy deal “re- 
mains confusing for GCC coun- 
tries,” be said. 

“Apart from the question of 
. material aid. the GCC states are 
afraid they may be asked to take 
in more than 600,000 Palestinians 
... because the draft accord 
ignores the fate of refugees from 
1948,” a GCC official said. 

Diplomats said GCC approval 
of the accord was crucial for the 
PLO as it was counting on the 
Gulf states to provide an esti- 
mated $100 million in financial 
aid. 

In the semi-official UAE news 1 
paper AI Ittihad, Ahmad Kalash, 
information chief at the PLO 


office in Abu Dhabi, said Sunday 
that toe accord must be approved 
by all Arab states before It is 
signed. 

“All Arabs have suffered and 
sacrificed their blood, money and 
stability of their people to pay toe 
foil of the Palestinian cause,” he 
said. 

“They have all fought the bat- 
tle for Palestine since early this 
century ... no one can deprive 
them of toe right to have a say in 
all that concerns the Palestinian 
cause.” 

State-supported media in the 
Gulf states have given a guarded 
welcome to toe autonomy deal. 

Some newspapers known for 
their Arab nationalist zeal have 
questioned it and Islamic fun- 
damentalists in the region, who 
have few public platforms despite 
their relative influence, were 


widely believed to oppose the 
accord, diplomats said. 

One nationalist paper, Al 
Kh&leej of Sharjah, described the 
proposed agreement on Sunday 
as a dangerous adventure that 
caused “regret, sorrow and <&: 
gust" and said it raised the spec- 
tre of an inter-Arab civil war.-' 
“Like their Palestinian equiva- 
lents who strongly oppose the 
deal, radical fundamentalists here 
(in the Gulf) see any deal with 
Israel as verging on apostasy r’ 
one diplomat said. 

He noted that fundamentalist 
opposition focused mainly on the 
status of Jerusalem, 

Diplomats said although the 
GCC ministers may offer politick 
support for the peace moves, 
their willingness or ability to offer 
economic support appeared li-' 
mi ted. 
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U.S. moves towards recognising PLO 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's administration 
will approach Congress soon on 
reopening talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and a chief aide to Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said Friday there 
already are assurances of U.S. 
recognition. 

Administration officials told 
the Associated Press the point of 
consulting Congress is to make 
certain reopening of talks with 
the PLO after more than three 
years would not conflict with any 
standing legal restrictions. 

For instance, a congressional 
amendment prohibits the execu- 
tive branch from using govern- 
ment funds to hold talks with the 
PLO. The restrictions were based 
on a determination the PLO 
sponsored “terrorism” and 
targeted Israelis and Americans. 

That view is fast-changing now 
that Israel has concluded lengthy 
secret negotiations with the PLO 
and is on the verge of turning 
over Gaza and the West Bank to 
Palestinian administration and 
recognising the PLO as a legiti- 
mate organisation. 

Nabil Shaath, chief political 
strategist for Mr. Arafat, said in 
an interview “there are assur- 
ances” from the Clinton adminis- 
tration of U.S. recognition. 


And a senior U.S. official, in a 
separate interview, said that a 
step “seemed self-evident." But 
first, the United States would 
resume the dialogue established 
in December 1988 and suspended 
in June 1990 after a PLO group 
attacked Tel Aviv beaches, said 
the official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

He' stressed it was important to 
consult Congress, where pro- 
Israel support has always been 
strong, on “how you change our 
current policy." 

Dr. Shaath, meanwhile, said it 
was a simple matter, requiring 
only an executive order, not an 
act of congress. 

Mr. Christopher hinted last 
Tuesday at a policy shift. 
“Obviously, there are develop- 
ments taking place that we are 
gojng to follow very carefully," 
he said. 

Officially, the State Depart- 
ment still considers the PLO an 
umbrella organisation with ele- 
ments that promote “terrorism" 
and others that do not. 

Dr. Shaath said Mr. Arafat's 
job now was to convince the 
PLO’s executive and central com- 
mittees he “made a good deal'’ 
with Israel. 

It already had the support of at 
least 75 per cent of the Palesti- 


nians who live on the West Bank 
in Gaza, he said. 

Israel and the PLO, after near- 
ly 30 years of bitter enmity, now 
are working together to sell their 
deal to the Israeli and Palestinian 
public. 

Critics in Israel see Mr. Ara- 
fat’s pending toehold on the West 
Bank as the first phase in a 
long-held PLO policy of taking 
over Israel in phases. Mr. Ara- 
fat's critics, meanwhile contend 
he has settled for too little from 
Israel. 

Israeli Ambassador Itamar 
Rabinovich said, meanwhile, the 
declaration establishing Palesti- 
nian self-rule would be signed 
even if terms of mutual recogni- 
tion are not hammered out. 

Mr. Rabinovich said the agree- 
ment could be signed late in the 
month, when Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres is in New 
York for the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

Dr. Shaath said he expected 
the agreement to be signed at the 
foreign ministers' level. He said 
that would mean either Farouk 
Kaddoumi or Mahmoud Abbas, 
two senior Arafat aides, signing 
for the PLO. 

' Israel and the PLO are still in 


negotiations “hour-by-hour’’ on 
the telephone. Dr. Shaath said, 
now that the talks in Oslo. Nor- 
way, have been concluded. 

Since the PLO is not a state 
' U.S. recognition would not in- 
volve an exchange of ambassa- 
dors. The U.S. consulate in Jeru- 
salem already is the American 
contact to Palestinians on the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Christopher is planning 
calls and letters this weekend to 
urge Arab and European officials 
1 to support the agreement, said a 
State Department official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

In addition, Mr. Christopher's 
team of Mideast experts planned 
this weekend to uige Arab and 
Israeli Mideast negotiators in 
Washington to keep up the 
momentum in the other three 
tracks of peace talks — between 
Israel and three Arab countries, 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 

Mr. Rabinovich, at a news con- 
ference, said negotiations this 
week with Syria had made some 
headway on security concerns but 
had not “overcome the basic 
problem." 

That is Syria’s demand for re- 
covery of the Golan Heights and 
Israel's demand for a peace trea- 
ty- 


U.S. Jews back peace between Israel and Palestinians 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
influential U.S. Jewish commun- 
ity which has staunchly backed 
Israel with aid says it supports its 
peace efforts with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and is ready to help Palestinians 
financially. 

“My feeling is the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Jews are suppor- 
tive of the Israeli government 
action." said Kent Shiner, presi- 
dent of B'Nai Brith International, 
one of the largest Jewish orga- 
nisations in the United States. 

But Mr. Shiner says there must 
be economic stability for peace to 
work between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“Palestinians have to earn a 
living to assume peace, we should 
help them in reaching economic 
stability. It’s a key element." 
Shiner said. 

In a series of interviews with 
U.S. Jewish leaders, it was clear 
that the majority of the country's 


5.5 million Jews supported efforts 
aimed at mutual recognition be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“I think that Israel had to come 
to some agreement, and the only 
possible partner was the PLO. 
There was no other option to try 
to resolve the situation,” Mr. 
Shiner said. 

For Henry Siegman, director of 
the American Jewish Congress, 
mutual recognition between 
Israel and the PLO was a matter 
of time. 

“Sooner or later, it (Israel) had 
to deal with the PLO," Mr. Sieg- 
man said. 

He added that his group was 
pleased that the decision was 
made by Israel's leaders and not 
under international pressure. 

Calling the Israeli-PLO deci- 
sion "a historical agreement," a 
member of the American Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC) said: *Tm 
very optimistic. I strongly support 


the peace process." 

The official, who declined ro be 
identified, said his 55,000- 
member group, which lobbies for 
Israel, would “stand by the U.S. 
administration and Israel’s plan 
to raise money for any infra- 
structure in the territories if it 
enhances Israel's security." 

Henry Zapruder, a Washing- 
ton lawyer who is active in the 
U.S. Jewish community, said he 
was ready to contribute to help 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The Palestinians have suffered 
a lot and should be able to live 
normally, said Mr. Zapruder, 
adding that helping them would 
also slow the rise of Muslim 
fundamentalist groups who 
oppose peace with Israel. 

Another Washington lawyer. 
Bob Adler also offered to contri- 
bute money and said helping the 
Palestinians financially made 
sense to promote peace. 

Alfred Moses, President of the 
American Jewish Committee. 


called the Israel-PLO agreement 
“a good step" which enhances the 
credibility of the Palestinian lead- 
ership but said it was not the role 
of Jews to help Palestinians finan- 
cially. 

“No. It’s not their role. De- 
finitely not. They (Jews) have to 
care for welfare and security in 
Israel." 

According to Palestinian 
sources, PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat recently transferred S800 
million to cover the expenses of 
setting up Palestinian autonomy 
in the Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
the West Bank. 

The World Bank has finished a 
study for a S2.95 billion project to 
finance government projects and 
another S3 billion for private 
projects in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

Israel’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited States, Itamar Rabinovitch, 
said the money could come from 
several European countries, 
Japan and Arab countries. 


U.S. should not pursue 
kidnappers — ex-hostage 


Iraq has nearly 300 
operational warplanes 


BEIRUT (R) — Former hostage 
Thomas Sutherland has said the 
United States should not pursue 
the pro-Iranian kidnappers who 
held him and other Americans in 
captivity in Lebanon for more 
than six years. 

“The (U.S.) government 
should not do that. We must 
think that everything went all 
right. Everything is over." Mr. 
Sutherland said in an interview 
published in the Beirut newspap- 
er Al Nahar on Saturday. He was 
answering a question on 
Washington's plans to arrest the 
kidnappers. 

“They (the kidnappers) got no- 
thing. We won. They got nothing 
from our government," added 
Mr. Sutherland, 62, who was 
released on Nov. 18. 1991. after 
2,353 days in captivity. “When I 
was freed I said: ‘It is over. I will 
look to the future’.’’ 

Last November the U.S. State 
Department offered up to $2 
million for anyone who helps 
catch kidnappers responsible for 
killing three American hostages 
in Lebanon. 

Lebanese Defence Minister 
Mohsen Dalloul, a pro-Syrian 
official who helped mediate the 
release of two German hostages 
in Lebanon in 1992, denounced 
any hunt and said the hostage- 
takers had received a pledge 
guaranteeing their safety. 

Mr. Sutherland's wife Jean told 


the paper that U.N. envoy Gian- 
domenico Picco, who helped 
mediate the release, had told her 
husband: “You were one of those 
who got his freedom in return for 
nothing." 

Mr. Sutherland said he and 
former American captives Terry 
Anderson, Joseph Cicippio and 
Alann Steen — all three were 
freed in December 1991 — 
walked free “in return for no- 
thing." 

Some American hostages think 
the government has to pursue the 
kidnappers," said Mr. Suther- 
land. adding that former Amer- 
ican captive David Jacobsen, 
seized in May 1985 but released 
in November 1986, was still 
“angry" about his abduction. 

“The young men holding us 
were also hostages of this case as 
much as the hostages," said Mr. 
Sutherland, who returned to 
Lebanon late last month with a 
U.S. television network to make 
a film. 

Mr. Sutherland, a former dean 
of agriculture at the American 
University of Beirut, said he did 
not beat a grudge against anyone 
in Lebanon and did not think he 
would be abducted again. 

On Friday, the former hostage 
visited officials of the pro-Iranian 
movement Hizbollah in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, where many 
westerners kidnapped in the 
1980s spent some of their time in 
captivity. 


LONDON (AP) — The Iraqi air 
force has almost 300 fully oper- 
ational combat aircraft, nearly 
double U.S. intelligences esti- 
mates, Jane's information group 
reported Friday. 

Paul Beaver, editor of Jane’s 
Sentinel, said the number of war- 
planes “casts doubts on the effec- 
tiveness of U.N. sanctions” 
against Iraq, imposed after it 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 

Despite the large number of 
military aircraft, Mr. Beaver said 
Iraq would have difficulty laun- 
ching a new attack. 

“Although these aircraft are 
operational, (Iraq) still lacks the 
pilots and the organisation struc- 
ture to use them effectively," Mr. 
Beaver told the Associated Press. 

An analysis of the Iraqi air 
force by U.S. intelligence sources’ 
last December identified a total 
of 350 Iraqi combat aircraft, of 
which 160 were deemed oper- 
ational, he S4id. 

According to the Pentagon, 
Iraq had more than 300 combat 
aircraft and 175 military helicop- 
ters as of June. But the Pentagon 
won’t say if it considers all of 
these aircraft to be operational. 

Mr. Beaver said Jane's analy- 
sis, based on a large number of 
sources and modern data analysis 
techniques, “has identified 540 
Iraqi military aircraft, of which 
297 were operationally ready in 
June.” 


Egyptian group urges 
Jerusalem liberation 


CAIRO (R) — A statement 
purporting to come from 
Egypt's shadowy fundamental- 
ist group Jihad urged Muslims 
to target Jerusalem and liber- 
ate the city from Israeli rule. 

The faxed statement, signed 
by the information office of 
Jihad (holy struggle) and sent 
to an international news orga- 
nisation on Saturday night, 
said the Muslim holy sites in 
Saudi Arabia, the cities of 
Mecca and Medina, were also 
under foreign occupation. 

It was not possible to obtain 
independent confirmation that 
the statement came from 
Jihad. The group assassinated 
President Anwar Sadat in 1981 
and now says it is bent on 
toppling his successor, Hosni 
Mubarak, to turn Egypt into 
an Islamic state. 

The statement said it was the 
duty of all Muslims to struggle 
to liberate Jerusalem, Islam’s 
third holiest site, from the ene- 
mies of Islam. 

Jihad's chief weapon was the 
armed struggle, the statement 
said. 

“The most important of onr 
methods is fighting against 
governments that are apostates 
from Islam, a method whicb 
we consider an obligation on 
Muslims at this time." 

‘’Our first goal is to set up an 
Islamic state. A state of the 
caliphate which will work to... 
rule by Sbari’a and liberate the 
occupied lands of the Muslims 
and the first of them is Jeru- 
salem," the statement said. 

“We do not count Egypt out 
of this... or the two holy 
shrines (at Mecca and Medina) 
where the agents of America, 
the Said family, have allowed 
them (the Americans) into the 


land of Islam so that they defile 
the Arabian Peninsula which 
the Prophet of God purified. " 

Egypt has charged 248 mili- 
tants with hying to reactivate 
the group, crushed after die 
Sadat assassination. 

A statement which said it 
was from the group claimed 
responsibility for the attemp-' 
ted assassination of Interior 
Minister Hassan AI Alii last 
month — the bomb attack in 
central Cairo killed five peo- 
ple. 

Saturday’s statement said its 
'author was Ayman Al 
Zawahri, Jihad’s “emir,” or 
leader. 

Mr. Zawahri, wanted by 
Egyptian police, is a doctor 
who went to Afghanistan to 
help the Mujahedeen fight the 
. Soviet army. Egyptian security 
forces think he moves between 
Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakis- 
tan, directing militant opera- 
tions in Egypt. 

Jibad is believed to focus on 
infiltrating the military as the 
only force capable of over- 
throwing .Mr. Mubarak. Four 
of the 248 charged with trying 
to revive the group have been 
identified as military personnel 
and fundamentalist sources say 
there may be others. 

The statement said Jihad 
had a mission to reform society 
morally and provide social jus- 
tice by fair distribution of 
wealth. 

It also said: “There has been 
a lot of talk recently about our 
group and its nature. 

“we see it as useful to pub- 
lish a summary of our goals so 
that people can benefit from 
them — especially if they have 
no connection with Islamic 
movements." 


Turks enforce curfew 
after ambush kills 
Kurdish legislator 


He said Iraq also has 80 oper- 
ational military helicopters. “We 
don’t think they have that many, 
operational helicopters because 
they have difficulty with rotor 
blades and have been trying to 
buy them," he said. 

Among Iraq's operational war- 
planes are 45 French-built Mirage 
combat aircraft, 40 Chinese-built 
F-7A fighters, and nearlay 100 
Russian MiG fighters, including 
12 of the latest MiG-29s, he said. 

Mr. Beaver cited two reasons 
why the figures are higher than 
previous estimates. 

“The first is that there were not 
so many aircraft destroyed on the 
ground by the allied bombing as 
we originally thought — and that 
has recently been backed up by 
Pentagon figures," <he said. 

The second is the possibility 
that t he arms embargo has been 
broken, “because it does seem 
that there is more equipment 
available than one would expect 
from the indigenous Iraqi 
sourses,” he said. 

Jane's Sentinel is a new venture 
that will provide a prim and 
electronic database identifying 
potential threats to regional 
security and providing informa- 
tion on the military capabilities of 
potential combatants. 

Mr. Beaver said the assessment 
of Iraqi air power is part of its 
first regional security analysis 
covering the Gulf states. 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish au : 
thorities enforced a curfew on the 
southeastern town of Batman on 
Sunday after gunmen shot dead a- 
Kurdish member of parliament 
and wounded another. 

The attack is certain to height- 
en tension in the southeast, scene 
of a separatist struggle by Kur- 
dish Labour Party (HOC) rebels 
which has cost more then 7,000 
lives since 1984. 

Security forces kept reporters 
out of the city where Mardin 
Deputy Mehmet Smear of the 
Kurdish-based Democracy Party 
(DEP) was killed and Batman 
DEP Deputy Nizamettin Tognc 
wounded when they came under 
fire in a shopping street on Satur- 
day. 

A local DEP member, Metin 
Ozdemir, was also killed. Three 
other people were wounded. 

DEP Chairman Yasar Kaya 
said the curfew was imposed on 
Batman within 10 minutes of the 
shooting. 

“It’s obvious that this incident 
has been planned in advance," he 
told the pre-Kurdish Istanbul dai- 
ly Ozgur Gundem, which said 
Mr. Smear was the 54th member 
of DEP or its forerunner, the 
People’s Labour Party, to be 
murdered since July 1991. 

Prime Minister Tansu Oiler 
said after an emergency cabinet 
meeting ended early on Sunday: 
“The attackers wfll surely be 
found and the government win 
pursue the case until they are." 

She denied accusations by DEP 
deputy Ha tip Dicle, who was also 
in Batman at the time of the 
attack, that police protection bad 
been withdrawn from the DEP 
delegation on Saturday. 

State Minister Mehmet 
Golhan, in charge of a crisis 
coordination committee, said 


some people had been detained 
for questioning in Batman but 
gave no details. 

A. delegation of seven DEP 
deputies was visiting Batman 
partly to investigate the killing 
last week of Habib Kilic, brother, 
of DEP Vice-Chairman Nesiin 
Kilic. 

DEP officials said security 
forces had detained Nesim Kilic, 
accompanying the delegation, at 
Diyarbakir airport on Friday. 

Interior Minister Mehmet 
Gazioghi, who arrived in Batman 
on Sunday with Justice -Minister 
Seyfi Oktay, was quoted by 
Sabah newspaper as blaming the 
shooting on the PKK. 

“According to preliminary in- 
formation, it was the work of the 
PKK, which is carrying out such 
actions to escalate the tension in 
the region,” he told the paper. 

But a senior official quoted by 
Anatolian news agency said the 
attack bore the hallmarks of the 
fundamentalist pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah group, which has feuded 
with the PKK in recent years. 

Kurdish nationalists say the 
security forces are involved in 
death squad-style killings attri- 
buted to Hizbollah, as part of an 
undercover war on the PKK. The 
government denies the claims. 

The deputies came under fire 
in the late afternoon near a 
pharmacy on a busy street in 
Batman, a city of fear where 
scores of people have died in 
unsolved shootings the; year. 

The gunmen — conflicting 
accounts put their number at 
between one and four — escaped. 
Police chief Mehmet Agar said 12 
cartridges from a nine-millimetre 
gun had been recovered. 

More than 1300 people have 
been killed in the southeast since 
the collapse on May 24 of a 
unilateral PKK ceasefire. 
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Pakistan rules out recognition of Israel If 

ISLAMABAD (AFP).— Pakistan's interim government on Sun- 
day ruled out recognition' of Israel in foe w ake o f the. possible 
establishment of official ties between the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation and the Jewish state. "We have no plans to recognise 
Israel," Interim Prime Minister Moeen Qureshi told reporters 
here. However, he said Islamabad would support any step 
would lead to the recognition of the Palestinians rights and would 
extend support to anyarrangement that reduces the suffering of the 
Palestinian people. The Palestinian people have “suffered enor- 
mously" due to denial of their “just rights" at the hands of Israel, 
he said. Commenting on the efforts for approfonnrat, he said * 
Pakistan was “watching with interest and sympathy” the ongoing 
developments in the Middle East. Israel has recently established 
relations with several formerly hostile Asian countries including 
India, China and Vietnam. 

Alfi steps up battle against extremists 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian government plans to intensify its . * 
struggle against Islamic fundamentalists who have been waging a ‘T ] 
terror campaign against the secular authorities. Interior Minister 
Hassan AI Alfisaid. General Alfi, who was wounded in an Aug. IS 
assassination attempt by extremists, was quoted by the local press 
Sunday, as saying security forces would soon launch a “decisive and 1 2 
dissuasive” series of operations “to counter terrorism.’’ He did not 
provide any details. The suicide bomb attack against Gen. Alfi le^ 
five people dead and 17 wounded. He was wounded in the ar m am. 
underwent surgery in a Swiss hospital. His statements to the press 
Sunday marked his return to duty. The attack, one of the deadliest 
in a months- long campaign of political violence by Islamic 
fundamentalists, wps d aimed by a group calling itself Talaeh AI 
Fatah, Vanguard of Conquest. 

Bomb explodes near Yemen premier’s home 

SANAA (AP) — A bomb exploded overnight near the home of 
Prime Minister Haidar Al Artas, but caused no casualties, police . 
said Sunday. Police officials, speaking onconditkm of anonymity, 
made no mention of any damage. The identity of the bombers was 
not known and there was no claim of responsibility. The bombing 
marked the first outbreak of political violence since parliamentary 
elections in April, the first multi-party poll on the Arabian 
Peninsula. The runup to the election was marred by widespread 
violence, including attacks on leading politicians. Mr. Anas is a ;.. r 
former leader of South Yemen, and was a target in the pre-election 
violence in which his brother was assassinated. A bomb exploded 
near Mr. Atlas’ home shortly before foe elections. 

Israel moves to winter time for morning prayer!* 

tft AVIV (AFP) — Israel moved to winter time overnight 
Saturday-Su nday and put the clocks bade to make local time GMT 
plus two hours, the energy ministry announced. Israel calls an early 
end to summer time (GMT phis three hours), which began on April 
2, so that Orthodox Jews have daylight to pray in the morning in 
preparation for the Jewish new year on Sept. 15. The energy 
ministry, noting that more than $12 million were saved in energy- 
costs this summer, wanted Israel to put the clocks back on Oct. 23, 
more in line with Europe. 

Saudis publish phone numbers of religious leaders 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabian dtizens with urgent religious 
questions can now seek advice of the country’s top Islamic leaders 
by phoning them at home outside office hours. An announcement 
carried by the official Saudi Press Agency on Saturdy night and 
repeatedly broadcast in full on Saudi Radio on Sundav gave the 
telephone numbers of five top men. They included Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz Ben Abdullah Ben Baz, the recently appointed mufti of Saudi 
Arabia and president of the Higher Council of Ulema. It said the ; 
numbers were being published "in 1 view of the people’s great need j 
for answers to their questions." The announcement listed the ! 
telephone numbers, with appropriate times when calls could be f 
received. No calls should be made after 10 p-m. it said. : _ 

v 

Italy said set to free Kurdish spokesman 

ROME (R) — Italy’s justice minister has requested foe release of a 
Kurdish guerrilla representative held in a Rome prison since 
Thursday, state radio reo ported Sunday. Justice Minister Giovanni 
Conso has asked Rome's appeal court to revoke the detention of 
Ali Sapan, a spokesman in Europe for the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), it said. Mr. Conso made the request after 
receiving fresh documentation from the Turkish authorities show- 
ing the alleged offences for which Mr. Sapan were being held were 
regarded as having lapsed under Italian law, the radio added. The 
Turkish authorities have said they wanted Mr. Sapan extradited on 
charges of subversion. Mr. Sapan was. detained in central Rome < 
Thursday after leaving the city's foreign, press club where he had ! 
given a news conference on his efforts to negotiate the release of • 
two Italian tourists currently in the hands of Kurdish separatists. ! 

Submarine found in Turkish coal mine 

ANKARA (AP) — A vintage submarine, believed to be German, j 
was discovered in a Turkish coal mine on the Black Sea coast, pres?.; 
reports said Sunday. The submarine had been discovered by minenf 
digging for coal on a strip of land reclaimed from the sea about 50 
kilometres northwest of Istanbul, reported Hum yet, a major \ m ' m , 
national daily. Only the bows of the vessel had been dug up and ’* 
workers were trying to clear tonnes of sand from the rest of the 
hull, the paper said. Two torpedoes, found live in forward tubes, 
had been defused by Turkish navy experts, the newspaper said, 
speculating that full tubes indicated the sub was sunk while ' 
preparing for combat. 

Egypt prisoners injure 48 guards 

CAIRO (R) — Muslim militants rioted in an Egyptian prison 
during a police search Sunday, injuring 48 policemen and guards, 
security sources said. The inmates threw stones and other objects 
at police who came to search for weapons at Abu Za’bal prison 
north of Cairo and to move about 200 prisoners to Tore prison 
south of the capital. Police released teargas grenades and- arrested 
five militant ringleaders, the sources said. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 

-.786384 
896140 

Dr. Khafi] Atmaqna 

Dr. Ghakb Zawardch 

Fires pharmacy 

— 714451 

— 736011 
....661912 

AlAscma pharmacy 

Naironkh pharmacy 

Al Satam pharmacy 

.... 637055 
....623672 
— 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 

.... 644945 

Nairoujh pharmacy' 

.... 6Z3672 

OtBID: 

Dr, Ali Omari 

.... rrjtm 

Alquds pharmacy 

(-) 


ZARQA! 

Dr.RajehSaqr 

KhaEfeh pharmacy 


901290 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Qvfl Defence Department — 661111 

Ovfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency ..... 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire 8rigade— 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoEcc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfc Sandy Department 630321 

Hotel Gomphiou 605800 

Price Complainti ... 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas OIK 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AfialatL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPTTALS 

AMMAN: 

Homan Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
KhaUdi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkDeh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmesani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Istamic, Abdali 666177/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdafi 664164/6 

Ildmn.Al-Midujrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich ...... 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA. 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09/986732 

AltGknnModm Hospital (09)99GW0 


GnxkCitbolk Hospital (02)272275 

too A] Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Hayi Hospital ...... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infonrwtioa depart- 
ment at the Queen ABa International 
Airport TeL (08)532006, where It 
shook! always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

•fcte — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

—■••.■.—Sanaa (RJ) 

•KW Damascus (RJ) 

IH0 Jeddah (RJ) 

“ Riyadh (RJ) 

>•*■38 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

1*31 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Bdnttfaj) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

GriroaPLl} 

18d0 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

g*f - B *s§!SfRj! 

2*®* * CasaMauca. Tunis (RJ) 

25 Beirut (RJ) 

■O* 5 — Moscow (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Khartoum (SD) 

Adcn(AL) 

— — Khartoum (SD) 

Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

■ — Istanbul OX). 

Amsterdam (KL) 

ZWS Dubai (EM) 

“f® — Vienna. Lamaea (OS) 

■ |!4S - Dubai (KL) 

dgpaktukes 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal 1) 

Rctnit(RJ) 

Sanaa (RT) 

1230 ....... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

*3*1* - — London (RJ) 

- Frankfart (RJ) 

13*5 Chin) (RJ) 

«« - Moscow (RJ) 

Dhabran(RJ) 

51 s * Dubai, Karachi (RJ) 

JJ*-® Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

JMS Damascus (RJ) 

5-*® Dhabran (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

as— »«sr© 


J&U *' Ab0 DtoW - <gfi 

isIm Sanaa (1Y) J. . 

21I25 Dubai (KLI 

market mucbs 


Uppo/lower price is 

^PPk: 

Banana 

Banana (Mukanamar} 

5“°* — 


Carrot 

Caufiflower 

Qwwibas (large) ... 

Cucumbers (small) .. 


Garik 

gnpes 

Guava 

Lemon 

Manownaiic) 

Marrow (snail) ... 
MulttkbU 

okra 

Onioa(dry) — 

Pear 

gepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

ZZZ 

Sweet melon 

Watermelon 


680 

620 

- 550 / 350 

170/ M 

360350 

280/226 

zoo /we 

350 .'2M 

180/96 

3OG/200 

800/ 600 

32CW20 

... 500/400 

280/220 

200 / «» 

320/220 

120/68 

700WD 

........ 210 / 1 » 

900/600 

220/WO 

........ 250/ 150 

— .... 350-250 

110/60 

220/150 

«K50 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 MajaS Sunday Affairs and is briefed on Els activities by Minister 
visifis the Ministry of Communications and Postal Tareq Suhc fa nat (left) and Secretary General 

AbdaBah A1 Jazi (Petra photo) 

Majali and ministers review 
transport, communication projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salara A1 Majali 
Sunday made an unscheduled 
visit to the Transport Ministry 
and attended part of a regular 
weekly meeting -of its planning 
committee chaired by Minister of 
Transport Salman Al Tarawneh 
and attended by senior ministry 
officials. 


Dr. Majali listened to a brief- 
ing on air transport and cjvfl 
aviation services. 

He also reviewed with ministry 
officials draft regulations for the 
newly formed Higher Council for 
Transport, the draft was subse- 
quently approved by the commit- 
tee. 

Later, Dr. Majali called at the ' 


Ministry of Communication and 
Postal Affairs where he met with 
Minister Tareq Snhehnat and 
Abdullah A1 Jazi, the ministry's 
secretary general. The prime 
mi n ister reaffirmed the govern- 
ment’s interest in applying a de- 
centralised system to facilitate 
matters for public and save peo- 
ple time and expenses. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Minister, Pakistani officials 
discuss health cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Abdul 
Rahhn Malhas Sunday discussed with two visiting 
secretary generals of health in -the Pakistani 
Federal and Punjab states, Ahmad Rashid 
Sedeiki and Tareq Haroun. health issues and 
means of developing health cooperation. The two 
Pakistani officials will acquire first-hand informa- 
tion about the Quality of Life Project in Jordan, 
in an attempt to utilise it in their country. The 
project is being carried out by the Ministry of 
Health and Noor A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
in cooperation with the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO). 

Youth minister returns from Lebanon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Youth Minister Abdullah 
Owddat Sunday returned home after a five-day 
visit to Lebanon during which he attended the 
inauguration of the Arab Yoflth Festival, in 
.which Jordan, along with other Arab countries, 
participated. Dr. Oweidat- also attended the - 
meetings crf.tj^£xecotive Bureau of the Council 
of Arab Ministers of Youth and Sports. The 
three-day meetings focused on means of financ- 
ing the council's fond and reconstructing sports 
installations and facilities in Lebanon. 


for setting up a national statistical information 
centre on labour. In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, Mr. Maaitah said such a 
centre is set to support research and studies on 
labour and requirements of the labour market 
afcd help the_parties concerned to fromulate the 
policies regarding vocational and technical 
education. He noted that His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has highlighted the press- 
ing need for such a centre during a recent 
meeting with labour leaders. Prince Hassan 
stressed the importance of ensuring the repre- 
sentation of foe federation at the Higher Council 
of Education and the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. Hie Crown Prince also landed 
the role played by foe federation in solving 
problems facing local communities and suppuii- 
tng national economy Mr. Maaitah said. 

Moroccan culture minister to 
visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Moroccan Minister of Cul- 
tural Affairs Mohammad Allal Si Nasser is ex- . 
peeled to arrive here Wednesday on a three-da 
.visit, to Jordan for talks with his • Jordanian 
counterpart Minister of Culture Mahmoud AL . 
Samra and senior Jordanian officials on scopes of ’ 
cultural cooperation and means of enhancing 
them. 


industry raw materials meeting to begin 1 killed, 14 injured in road collision 


AMMAN (Petra) — University of Jordan Presi- 
dent Fawzi Gharaibeh today (Monday) will open 
the first international conference on raw mate- 
rials used in industry. H» four-day conference, 
organised by foe Jordan Engineers Association 
(JEA). v* cooperation with foe University of 
Jordan, seeks to shed light on the importance of, 
using local raw materials in national industries 
and its sodo-economic effects on Jordan. It will 
also discuss . foe possibility of using local raw 
materials instead of imported raw material in 
Jordanian industries. The conference will discuss 
33 working papers presented by Jordanian and 
Arab researchers. The papers deal with a wide 
range of subjects including the availability and 
sites of raw materials in Jordan, transfer of 
technology, raw materials used in construction, 
case studies, strategies of scientific research and 
quality control. An exhibition of national indus- 
tries mil be held on the sideline of the confer- 
ence. 

HOST chief, Japanese officials 
review cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the 
Higher Council of Science and Technology Hani 
A1 Mulki, who is also President of the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS), Sunday met with a 
delegation from the Japanese Agency for Inter- 
national Cooperation (JICA) and discussed with 
them scopes of cooperation between the agency 
and the Jordanian scientific and technical institu- 
tions. He thanked the Japanese government for 
its technical assistance to the RSS. Dr. Mulkr 
noted in particular JlCA’s contribution to the 
establishment of the Electronic Services and 
Training Centre and the Computer Technology 
and Training Centre, which is designed to serve 
as a regional training centre. The two sides also 
discussed means of developing advanced compu- 
ter training packages. 

Trade unions official calls for 
statistics centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Secretary General 
of the Ge neral Federation of Jordanian Trade 
Unions (GFJTU) Mazen Maaitah Sunday called 


ZARQA (Petra) — One citizen was killed and 14 
others were injured Saturday in a collision 
between a private car and a medium -size coaster 
bus, according to Zarqa police sources. The 
sources attributed the accident to speeding. 

58,920 cigarette cartons seized 

AMMAN (Petra) — Customs Department pat- 
rols last month seized 58.920 cartons of smuggled 
cigarettes in the eastern and central badia regions 
in addition to Mafraq, according to Customs 
Department sources. The sources added that foe 
customs patrols also seized electric appliances 
and auto spare parts smuggled into the country. 

Restoration of Irbld prison begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Antiquities 
Department in Irbid Sunday started restoration 
works at IrbitTs old prison in preparation for 
turning it into a museum for antiquities and 
national folklore and offices for foe antiquities 
department staff to replace the rented offices. 

Architectural engineers to 
review construction codes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Architectural engineers will 
meet here on Sept. 22 to discuss construction 
codes and building spaces, requirements of build- 
ing for the dfeabled, building materials, lifts, fire 
prevention, thermal insulation, illumination and 
ven filiation outlets, and water and sanitary con- 
nections. 

Lands department collects 
JD 7.5m in August 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hie Lands and Survey 
Department reported revenues of JD 7,546,825 
in August compared with JD 5,885,000 in the 
same month last year. Last month's revenues 
registered an increase of 15 per cent over those of 
July this year, said the department director Ali 
Gharaibeh. The revenues are collected in the 
form of fees for trading in lands and other real 
estate. 


Arafat seeks Arab endorsement of deal 


(Continued from page D 
■ ’ attitude. 

c " “We harbour feelings of re- 
? j': sped and affection for president 

- Hafez Ai Assad and will listen to 

- Ins views on many subjects," be 
* : told reporters. 

v 'r_ The. reception Mr. Arafat re- 
. _ ceived in Damascus suggested 
< that afl was not wen in relations 
i Vvrtth Syria. . 

?.• He was met by Foreign Minis- 
- ter Sharaa rather than Vice- 
,■ v President Abdul Halim K ha dda m 
f - and Syria put him up in the 
; o- Roucjha Palace, where' via ting 
: " prime ministers normally stay, 
, Ji. rather than in the more presiti- 


Most Arab countries recognise 
Mr. Arafat as president of Pales- 
tine and treat him as a head of 
state. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Al Hariri, who said Saturday the 
PLO had damaged the Palesti- 
nian cause by not briefing the 
other Arabs on the agreement, 
had talks with Mr.Kbaddam in 
Damascus on Sunday, SANA 
said. It gave no details. 

Mr. Arafat has asked to meet 
opposition leader George Habash 
or foe Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
but PFLP sources said a meeting 
was very unHkely. 

Libya and Iran denounced foe 
PLO-lsraeli agreement- Libya , 


said foe only just solution was the 
old PLO ideal of a single state 
inducting both Jews and Arabs. 

“Such a deal does not achieve a 
just and permanent peace, which 
can tally be based on the estab- 
lishment of a democratic Palesti- 
nian state in which Palestinians 
and Jews five together ... without 
that there will not be peace," the 
official Libyan news agency 
JANA said. 

In a speech on Sept 1, Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhafi said: 
“What is going on in Palestine 
now is not peace. 

‘The Arab-Israeli confronta- 
tion is over Palestine and not die 
Gaza Strip or foe West Bank. 
The FLO's programme includes 


Aqaba Hotel to be replaced with new 4-star facility 


By Elia Nasrallab 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In six to nine 
months, 32-year-old Aqaba 
Hotel, owned and operated by 
the Soda! Security Corporation 
(SSC), is to be torn down to make 
way for the construction of a 
four-star 350-room hotel, accord- 
ing to SSC Director General 
Mohammad Saleh Al Honrani. 

“We are building a modem 
hotel with 270 double and 70 
single rooms, as well as 10 busi- 
ness suites on the same spot as 
the beach front Aqaba Hotel at a 
cost of JD 12 million,’' said Mr. 
Hourani in a statement to foe 
Jordan Times. 

The SSC has already begun 
preparing designs and blueprints 
for foe new hotel, be added. 

Remarking that the new hotel 
will take three years to complete, 
Mr. Hourani said the larger facil- 
ity was needed to cope with foe 
increasing demand for accom- 
modations in the resort city, 
which, he said, is crowded with 
visitors during foe height of the 
tourist season. 

Lately, Aqaba has witnessed 


growing tourism activity with visi- 
tors coining from Jordan and 
abroad, he added. 

Mr. Hourani said the new hotel 
is to be set up on 34 dunums with 
237 metres of beach* front. 

According to Nasser Kawar, 
-owner- of foe Petra Travel and 
Tourism Company (Petratours), 
Aqaba is especially crowded with 
visitors during public holidays in 
Jordan and in the spring, winter 
and autumn. 

He told the Jordan Times that 
there is no doubt that ooce a Mid- 
dle East peace agreement is 
reached the port city and the 
whole of Jordan will witness grea- 
ter numbers of tourists coming to 
the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Tourism ex- 
pects that tourism in Jordan dur- 
ing 1993 will register a 15 per cent 
increase over 1992. 

Tourism in general, particular- 
'ly in Aqaba, suffered severely 
during the Gulf crisis when the 
industry came to a near standstill 
in foe entire region. 

According to ministry esti- 
mates, the Kingdom sustained 
$230 million in lost tourism busi- 
ness during that crisis. 



NGOs team up to expand 
interest-free loan project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) and the Amman-based 
office of the Near East Founda- 
tion (NEF) are expanding a pro- 
ject for needy families to receive ' 
interest-free loans to help them 
start income-generating projects. 

Munawwar Khreis, director of 
the GUVS Studies Centre said 
the GUVS and the NEF have 
created credit funds to Channel 
loans to the poor, thus contribut- 
ing to the national effort to eradi- 
cate poverty and unemployment. 

Needy families can receive up 
to JD TOO on the condition that 
they guarantee, to pay back the 
loan in easy instalments, said 
Mrs. Khreis. 

“This is a way of encouraging 
•needy families to depend on 
themselves and earn their own 
living and contribute to the de- 
velopment of their own commun- 
ity,’' said Mrs. Khreis. 

The creation of the funds in 
different governorates was 
approved following successful ex- 
periments in two rural communi- • 
ties: Bir Haddad in Maan gov- 
embrate ahd-Thuneibeh in the 
Irbid region, added Mrs. Khreis. 

Altogether JD 10,000 was 
granted to families in the two 
regions and 14 small-size projects 


were initiated in Thuneibeh and 
11 in Bir Haddad, foe said. 

The projects were conducted 
with the help of local charitable 
societies which executed schemes 
such as cattle and sheep breeding, 
dress-making, bee-keeping and 
others depending on the nature of 
foe area and the skill of foe 
project owner, she said. 

Some of the newly created 
funds will be handed over to 
several charitable societies this 
month because they proved to be 
competent and capable of manag-' 
ing such schemes, Mrs. Khreis 
added. 

According to Mrs. Khreis. 
eventually GUVS charitable 
societies will take over the prog- 
ramme, and all loans to the local 
communities will be channelled 
through these societies. 

According to Majed Turmusa- 
□i, coordinator of credit fends at 
the GUVS, the project is a long- 
term strategy to deal with poverty 
in rural communities where char- 
itable-societies can help the bor- 
rowers carry out their projects. 

GUVS and the NEF have plans 
for the creation of credit funds in 
six rural settlements in southern 
Jordan in 1993 and 1994, said Mr. 
Turmusani. 


Occupational therapy college 
to hold awareness workshop 


AJ&MAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
College of Occupational Therapy 
(JCOT) will bold an awareness 
workshop on Wednesday and 
Thursday September 8 and 9 at 
foe Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
in Amman beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

A college official said that foe 
workshop will review leaflets, 
posters, video tapes and illustra- 
tions depicting occupational ther- 
apy sendees in order to increase 
foe public’s awareness regarding 
this new rehabilitation profession 
in Jordan. 

Established in 1989, the JCOT 


is headed by Her Highness Prin- 
cess Majda Ra'd and sponsored 
by foe General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) as well as 
foe Jordanian Armed Forces. 
The college is currently situated 
at Farah Centre of foe King 
Hussein Medical Centre. 

Tbe college offers a three-year 
diploma in occupation therapy 
and has already graduated two 
classes. Occupational therapists 
are employed in the field of re- 
habilitating handicapped persons 
tty enabling them to become self- 
reliant. 


Date for self-rule signing uncertain 


(Continued from page 1) 

our demands then we will recog- 
nise the PLO. 

“There are still problems with 
foe wording.’’ 

Israel has agreed to discuss the 
return of some 200,000 Palesti- 
nians displaced in the 1967 war, 
but the official said it refused 
PLO calls to include, in a recogni- 
tion declaration; a right of return 
for hundreds of thousands more 
refugees from 1948. 

Housing Minister Binyamin 


Ben Eliezer said Israel wanted 
foe PLO to agree to five princi- 
ples: 

— Hie right of Israel to exist in 
peace and security; 

— Support far U.N. resolu- 
tions 242 and 338; 

— Removal from foe PLO 
covenant of calls to destroy 
Israel; 

— Condemnation and renun- 
ciation of “terrorism”... 

— Referral of all outstanding 
differences to an Israeli- 
Palestmian committee. 


Furnished Apartment In Shmeisani 

• Three bedrooms, living, reception, dining rooms, two 
bathrooms, kitchen and balconies. 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath, 
large terraces. 

Annual rent. Independent central heating and telephones. 
Location: Shmeisani near Darotel. 

Tel.: 667862, 693443 


Jaffa, Acre and Tel Aviv." 



OWNER LEAVING THE COUNTR’ 
Deluxe Furnished Villa 
For Rent, Tempting Rent 


Consisting of three bedrooms, three salons, 
three bathrooms, three verandas, modem kitch- 
en, ground hall for games, maidroom, water 
tank, two garages, large garden planted with 
trees, deluxe furniture. 

Good for diplomatic missions. 

Location: Sweifieh by the American embassy 
road, near Baituna Housing Estate. 

Please call the landlord directly, 
tei. 810980 


Aqaba’s beaches attract vacationers almost all year round, with peak seasons in August, winter and 
spring (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


Chilean foreign affairs official 
to arrive for 2 days of talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The under 
secretary of the Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs of Chile, Rodrigo 
Diaz Albonico will arrive in Am- 
man Saturday (Sept. 11) on a 
two-day official visit ot Jordan 
and will deliver a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from the 
Chilean president. 

Chilean Ambassador to Jordan 
Nelson Haddad Heresi told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that foe 
envoy will also meet with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali, 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Tala! Al Hassan and 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Bassam Al Sakei. 


Discussions will cover political, 
cultural and economic matters 
with a special focus on the Middle 
East peace process and ways of 
bolstering Chilean-Jordanian 
ties, said, foe ambassador. 

He said that Mr. Albonico, 
who will be accompanied on the 
visit by an official delegation, will 
also familiarise himself with foe 
political developments in the 
Middle East and foe political 
pluralism and democratic process 
m the Kingdom. 

Meanwhile the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported Sunday 
that a Chilean tourist delegation 
will arrive here on Oct.. 6 at the 


invitation of the Ministry of Tour- 
ism. 

The delegation, which will be 
led by the director of the Chilean 
Tourist Department, will tour 
archaeological sites and other 
places of interest, according to a 
programme prepared by the 
ministry. The tour will lake the 
group to the ancient Nabatean 
dty of Petra, the Greco- Roman 
city of Jerash and tbe Dead Sea 
among other attractions. 

Discussions during the risk, 
said foe ministry, will focus on 
prospects of organising group 
visits and bilateral cooperation in 
tourism, said Petra. 


Workshop reviews U.N.- sponsored 
complementary irrigation project 


AMMAN (Petra) — The meagre 
and limited water resources of 
Jordan compel the government to 
seek the most efficient methods 
1 •'f ^ unsing available resources, 
rationing water use and protect- 
ing water resources from pollu- 
tion, said Agriculture Minister 
Marwan Kamal Sunday. 

Addressing tbe opening of a 
two-day workshop to discuss 
progress in the implementation of 
a regional project on water man- 
agement, Dr. Kama! said Jordan 
was adopting the “com- 
plementary irrigation method” in 
order to economise on water con- 
sumption in agriculture and 
obtain a good output of produce. 

The workshop has been called . 
to review the results of the first 
stage of a six-year United 
Narions-sponsored “regional 
complementary irrigation pro- 


ject” in which Jordan and other 
countries in tbe Near East are 
involved. 

Initiated in 1991, the project is 
scheduled to run until 1996 and it 
is mainly financed by the United 
Nations Development Progress 
(UNDP). 

The UNDP is providing $3.75 
million, and regional countries 
involved hi the project are mak- 
ing other contributions, said Otto- 
man Hashem, U.N. resident rep- 
resentative in Jordan. 

Dr. Hashem said foe project 
has made great strides in foe past 
three year during which the 
UNDP provided equipment for 
laboratory work involving tests 
on soil and water, training for 
personnel working on the project 
and U.N. specialists conducting 
supervisory visits during its im- 
plementation. 



Marwan Kamal 

A total of 12 working papers to 
be reviewed by delegates from 
the countries involved in the pro- 
ject deal with problems and diffi- 
culties facing researchers in waste 
management. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition by Egyptian artist H. Bikar at 
the Balqa* Art Gallery in Fuheis. 

fr Thirty paintings by Amour Onis and Salam 
Kantian at foe AHa Art Gallery. 

fr Plastic art exhibition by artists Mohammad Al 
’Amoi and Ghassan Abu Laban at the Royal . 
Cultural Centre. 

* New art gallery, “Barat Al Funnn,” of foe 
Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation. Program- 
me includes the permanent exhibition and the 
“Chair” exhibition in Jabal Lmmbdeh. 

* Exhibition by Syrian artist Nadhir Isma’Q at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 


vf Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Bishara Nsqjar at EshbeKa Art Gallery, Amra 
Shopping Centre. 

FILM 

^ Fihn entitled “King Kong” at the American 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

SEMINARS Sr LECTURES 

fr Lecture en titl e d: “Political Currents in the 
Arab World” by Dr. Hnsni Hanafi, head of the 
Philosophy Department at the University of 
Cairo at Abdul Hamid Sh orn an Fo undati on. 
* Session entitled “Mining and Quarrying Acti- 
vities Impact on Environment and Health” at 
the Kofer Alma’ Municipal Council. 


JOB VACANCY 

An international diversified company has a vacancy for a 

Market Research Analyst 

All applicants should: 

- Have a degree in marketing from an accredited university. 

- Have a minimum of five years experience in market research activities. 

- Be familiar with personal computers, especially database and spread 
sheets. 

- Be fluent in English and Arabic, both written and spoken. 

- Have a pleasant personality. 

☆☆Applications should be forwarded to: 

Personnel Department 
P.O.Box 93 
Amman - Jordan 

■and should be dearly marked: Job Ref. “Industrial Investments. ” 

The closing date for receiving applications is October 14, 1993 . 

All applications will be dealt with confidentiality. 
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Bridge of trust 


AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT Thomas KlestiTs visit 
•to Jordan came at a crucial juncture in the history 
of this region and its relations with the rest of the 
.world. 

Vienna is no stranger to the Middle East 
-conflict and hrj relentlessly contributed to region- 
al and international efforts to resolve the Arab- 
. Israeli conflict. Former Austrian leaders Bruno 
- Kreisky and Kurt Waldheim, spared no effort to 
broker peace between the warring states in the 
Middle East and offered their country as a venue 
for many past attempts to bring peace to the area. 

In their endeavours for peace, Austria and its 
people enjoyed the full trust and confidence of 
peoples and governments, but above all in the 
Arab World itself. 

Vienna’s neutrality in the post World War II 
>era, especially in the heydays of the odd war, had 
‘granted it a singular position in the undertaking of 
‘the cause of peace and progress worldwide. No 
one can forget the sincere Austrian contributions 
io adopting global disarmament policies, particu- 
larly in the field of nuclear and mass destruction 
•weapons. Likewise, Austria’s contributions to 
•bridging the gap between the haves and have-nots 
'in this world were so impressive that they got 
'recognised and rewarded by all states as it was 


-finally decided to have Vienna house the United 

■ Nations Industrial Development Organisation 
'-(UNIDO). Also in , recognition of the growing 
. international stature of Austria, its capital became 

■ -the third nugor seat for the United Nations 
Organisation, after New York and Geneva. Cur- 

L rently Vienna hosts a variety of international 

■ organisations, including the United Nations Relief 
“ and Works Agency (UNRWA), the International 
, Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and file Interna- 
.tional Drug Control Programme (IDCP). This is 

testimony to Austria’s record as- a catalyst for 
international cooperation and development. 

- On the bilateral level, Austria and Jordan have 
always enjoyed the best of relations that date back 
to the early 1950s. The Austrian government 
offered the Kingdom’s aircraft sanctuary during 
the Gulf war and maintained friendly and solid 
relations with it at a time when we were misunder- 
stood by many others over our position on the 
Golf crisis and war. 

The understanding and appreciation of that 
^stance by the Austrian government and people 
: will always be remembered by all Jor d a ni a ns as a 
-major proof of Austrian impartiality in h a n d ling 
: international conflicts. The warmth with which 
^President Klestil was received by the King is a 
’ token of Jordan’s friendship and appreciation for 
Austria and for what it stands in the Middle East 
and elsewhere in the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Sunday welcomed a visit to Jordan by 
Austrian President Thomas FOestfl and said that Jordanians 
appreciate the Austrian people's friendship and take pride in their 
president's visit to Jordan. The fact that this is the first trip outside 
Europe for the president reflects the strength of relations between 
two countries which have their roots deeply embedded in cultural, 
political and economic cooperation, said the paper. Not only do 
the peoples of Austria and Jordan reciprocate each other’s respect 
and affection, they also have common understanding of a host of 
world and regional issues, said the daily. Jordan appreciates 
Austria's support for Jordan and its continued assistance in times 
of need and the Jordanian people take pride in the friendship of 
the Austrian people who back the Kingdom’s efforts to attain 
peace, security and stability, said the daily. In welcoming the 
Austrian president, Jordan hopes that the visit would give further 
momentum to the ongoing efforts to bolster bilateral ties and 
cooperation in all fields, said the paper 


/' ;A COLUMNIST in Sawt AJ Shaab daily urged the government to 
•take measures designed to end the existing coordination between 
ihe Jordanians and the Palestinians in the light of the Gaza- 
Jlericho first agreement between the PLO and Israel. Salameh 
Ekour said that now that the agreement has become a reality, 
Jordan should consider placing higher Jordanian national in- 
T Berests above all other considerations. The writer said that 
‘‘Jordan, which has been providing facilities, support and backing 
C.sfor the Palestinians, and shouldering heavy burdens towards 
*• ■ ^enabling the Palestinians to realise their national goals, should 
mow reexamfae the situation carefully. The government ought to 
Itake extra precautionary measures to fend off any harmful plots 
^Tthat could be ri-ricocted behind its back causing barm to its higher 
> Rational intent ■ demanded the writer. We do respect the rights 
;-^qf the Palestin an people and that of their legitimate representa- 
"'tiVes in determi' i.ng the future of the Palestinian people, provided 
that this does n> nfringe on the freedom of the Jordanian people 
and their right .0 free decision, said the writer. He said mutual 
Inspect of our brother’s rights can only bolster future bilateral 
•cooperation at ; levels. 





New Haiti leader aims 
to end army violence 


By Michael Norton 

The Associated Press 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti — 
New Prime Minister Robert Mal- 
val outlined his dream to diplo- 
mats: A Haiti where civilians can 
rule “without having to fear vio- 
lence by the army.” 

But the 50-year-old business- 
man. sworn in Monday in 
Washington, returns home Tues- 
day to face soldiers reluctant to 
allow the return in October of 
Mr. Malval's boss, ousted Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

He also must urge lawmakers 
to approve the separation of the 
army from the police force, and 
persuade the coup backers to 
accept the presence of a 1,000- 
member U.N. military technical 
assistance team. 

Nonetheless, he sees the possi- 
bility of bis dream of civilian 
government without military in- 
tervention: “We believe we stand 
on the threshold,” he said. 

At his installation Monday in 
the sweltering Haitian embassy, 
Mr. Matval gave a stark message 
to those who may try to block the 
country's democratic rebirth. 
“You may kill us but you will 
never kill the dream of the people 
of Haiti to get their freedom," 
Mr. MalvaJ said. 

Mr. Aristide. looking on. said: 
“Today is a sign that the return to 
democracy will become a real- 
ity." He is to return home Oct. 30 
under a U.N. -mediated plan 
agreed to by the army. 

Mr. Malval knows how cruel 
history has been to Haiti since its 


people staged the modem world’s' 
first successfi 


successful slave rebellion. 
“Since 1804," he told the Orga- 
nisation of American States 
(OAS) late Monday. “The Hai- 
tian people have sought to 
achieve liberty, equality and 
fraternity." 

He pledged to restore human 
rights, noting an OAS human 
rights report that found at least 


1.500 people have been kilted in 
the 1991 coup overthrowing Mr. 
Aristide. 

Mr. Malval also must attempt 
to reorganise an economy shat- 
tered by nearly two years of 
international sanctions. The sanc- 
tions, intended to pressure the 
military to restore democracy, 
were suspended Friday. But eco- 
nomists say their suspension is no 
cure-all. 

“It would be illusory to believe 
the end of the embargo will put 
an end to the important economic 
problems of this country, since all 
of Us resources — natural, mate- 
rial. human and financial have 
been affected,” Central Bank 
economist Kesner Phare I has told 
Radio Metropole. 

Mr. Malval's incoming cabinet 
is finding out that its predecessors 
spent freely despite the suspen- 
sion of foreign aid. slumping 
corporate tax receipts and dwind- 
ling customs' charges under a 
flood of contraband. 

The military-backed regimes 
reversed internationally ap- 
plauded austerity programmes 
imposed by Mr. Anstide. 

Since the coup, high-ranking 
army officers and bureaucrats 
have been accused of heavy in- 
volvement in contraband opera- 
tions and of raking off money 
from state-nm enterprises. 

“There is corruption from the 
top of the ladder to the bottom," 
outgoing Commerce Minister 
Saiael Laine said earlier this year. 
The government is by far the 
biggest employer in Haiti, the 
Americas' poorest nation. 

Sociologist Herard Jadoste, an 
aide to the military-backed gov- 
ernments, said government work- 
ers could begin a sabotage com- 
paign if Mr. Malval attempted a 
purge. 

Mr. Malval promised “no 
witch-hunt" of government work- 
ers but told parliament last week 
that bureaucrats must prove their 
competence. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


The Oslo deal — federation, but with who? 


THE declaration of principles on interim self-government struck 
between Israel and the PLO in Oslo on August 19, 1993, contains 
many provisions on joint IsraeK-Palestinian cooperation. Over 
and above Artide X, calling for tbe creation of a joint 
Israel-Palestinian liaison committee to deal with afl issues 
requiring coordination for the purpose of implementing the 
accord between them, there is Artide XI which throws additional 
light on the extent of the future cooperation between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. This provision calk for die establish- 
ment of a joint economic cooperation committee with a mandate 
’ to develop and implement in a cooperative manner the program- 
mes identified in the protocols attached to the dedaration. 

The evisaged cooperation under tbe latter artide, as spelled out 
in the third protocol to die declaration, encompasses joint actions 
on water resources, electricity, energy, indtufing tbe construction 
of a joint petrochemical complex in the Gaza Strip, and gas and 
ofl pipelines Unking Palestine and Israel. 

The broad cooperation contemplated under this protocol also 
extends to financing that would encourage investment in the new 
truncated Palestine and die creation of a Palestinian -bank for 
development, as well as to communication and transportation 
spheres, including tbe construction of a new Gaza port and tbe 
linking of Palestine with Israel by a network of highways and 
railroads. Trade, co mm erce and industrial production also come, 
wi thin die scope of tbe projected cooperation. Joint Israeli- 
Palestinian companies in many industrial sectors, such as textiles, 
food, pharmaceuticals, electronics, computers and diamonds, are 
made part and parcel of the overall cooperation. 

Topping all these joint activities will be joint programmes for 
tbe development of human resources, science and technology, 
and other related fields. Even environmental concerns and mass 
media fall within tbe ambit of the anticipated cooperation. 

This is the extent of the Palestinian-Israeli coordination and 
cooperation. For all intents and purposes, therefore, there will be 
some form of common market between the two states on the 
economic front and a possible confederation on the political front. 

’ A first glance at the protocols on these aspects of agreement 
suggests that sky is tbe limit on tbe expected Palestinian-Israefi 
joint actions in the coming decades. And it, may suggest that 
there is more in the PLO- Israeli package deal than meets the eye. 
Uppermost on the mind of observers is whether die Oslo accord 
envisages also some kind of political association to encompass ad 
the projected economic joint ventures between the two tides. I, 
personally, see an element of federation in tbe broad and 
extensive agreement struck between tbe Rabin- Arafat negotiating 
teams. If tins turns out to be the case, what would become of the 
much talked about Palestmian-Jordanian federation? Given the 
fact that His Majesty King Hussein was not fully informed about 
the negotiating process that lead to the Norwegian-brokered 
accord, it would seem far-fetched, for the moment at least, to 
expect that there is much left for the projected Jordan! an- 
Pakstinian unity unless, of course, Amman accepts integration 


into the overall scheme. „ 

Reading through the fine lines in His Majesty lung Hussein's 
television interview with Gb&san Tweini few days ago, one senses 
the bitter disappointment erf tire Jordanian side over tbe way the 
PLO kept Amman in tbe dark. And when the Monarch declares 
that “we reject any agreement to which we are not a party and any 
imposition of such agreement on us,” it becomes amply dear that 
while accepting tbe prer og ative of tbe Palestinians to make their 
own independent demons, the extent of the Jordanian support to 
their deal wffl not go as far as the level where it may affect Jordan 
itself, one way or another. 

This is in essence a conditional acceptance or endorsement of 
the PLO-Israeli agreement iitchufing its protocob notwithstand- 
ing His Majesty King Hussein's dedaration Saturday that Jordan 
supports fully tbe Oslo accord. Many observers saw an expression 
of a complete turn about in King Hussein's press conference at tire 
Royal Palace. I do not see a substantive difference between what 
the monarch had said earlier on the subject and what be 
enunciated Saturday. On both occasions. King Hussein expressed 
total su pp ort for an independent Palestinian decision but did not 
conceal his disappo in tment at the fact that tbe details of the 
agreement was not revealed to him in due course. Now that tbe 
official text of the agreement was disclosed to Jordan Friday, the 
King found also tbe co n tents of the accord generally accep table 
not in so fax as they affect to Jordan fart rather as far as they offer 
good possibilities for peace between tbe Palestinians and the 
Israelis especially when it became dearer than ever that tbe 
Gaza- Jericho deal is only the beginning of the process for the 
implementation of Resolution 242 on the enure West Bank 
inducting East Jerusalem. 


In ret rospect, the region had a hint of where the Kingdom, 
nds on the Palestinian-Israeli accord earlier when Prime 


really stan 

Minister Abdul Salam AJ Majali stated Thursday that the 
agreement “would not hurt Jordan." “On the contrary,” the 
Prime Minister went on to say, “it will provide an opportunity for 
Palestinian refugees since 1967 to return to the West Bank.” Dr. 
A1 Majali had in mind the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
that could be affected by the provisional consent of Israel to 
repatriate them. Suffice to recall that the return of Palestinian 
refugees and expellees in such big numbers would change not only 
foe economic climate in foe country bat also the political. 

Tbe strain of foe Oslo accord on the Jordanian- Palestinian 
relations would remain with us for a while at least. The immediate 
reaction of Jordan was to withdraw tire “umbrella” formula that 
facilitated the participation of the Palestinians in the peace 
process. Actually this decision is a natural result of the Oslo 
accord which rendered foe umbrella scheme redundant after it 
.was overtaken by foe recent developments. This leaves the 
Jordaman-Palesthiian relations in need for intensive care notwith- 
standing foe rhetoric to the contrary. The PLO needs to take the 
sincere initiative for healing the wounds and Jordan can be 
expected to respond in kind in due course. 


The earthquake of accords and their impact 
on Arab Americans and American Jews 


By Dr. James Zogby 


THE NEWS of a breakthrough- 
agreement between Israel and the 
PLO hit Washington like an ear-, 
thquake last week. Initial reac- 
tions among Arab Americans and 
American Jews have differed 
only slightly from those in the 
Middle East. For the most pan, 
there was widespread cxdtment 
and support. The opposition in 
both camps was caught by sur- 
prise and has yet to mobilise. 

While many Arab Americans 
have followed tbe recent fissures 
in tbe PLO, and some have 
voiced their support for the dissi- 
dents who charge a lack of demo- 
cracy or frustration over adminis- 
trative issues, the drama and sig- 
nificance of tire agreement has 
nevertheless won praise. 


There are Arab American 
ideological opponents of the 
accords, to be sure, those who 
fear that “Gaza-Jericbo” is a trap 
or those, especially the 1948 re- 
fugees from Haifa, Jaffa, Akka. 
etc., who feel enormous personal 
loss and even anger. There are 
also Hamas supporters who have 
denounced tbe agreement as a 
betrayal. But foe problem faced 
by these Arab American oppo- 
nents of tbe accords is their in- 
ability to propose any meaningful 
alternative. Their mystical 
appeals to unity or continued 
struggle ring hollow. As if there 
haven't already been eight de- 
cades of struggle, or as if unity in 
itself were a solution. Most 
Palestinian Americans who have 
called our offices or who have 
called into television and radio 
shows amply express relief that 
peace may . be at band and that 
foe bloodshed and daily brutality 
and humiliation of the occupation 
may be coming to an end. 


recognise a Palestinian state, 
that, we knew, was simply not 
going to happen. The real obsta- 
cle to a more dramatic initial 
accord was the fact that one-half 
of the Knesset is threatening Mr. 
Rabin's political life. Absent 
U.S. government pressure, or 
any other set of other currently 
unavailable political forces, tbe 
current Israel-PLO accord repre- 
sents the best deal available. 

But more than that, the fact 
that Israel has now talked to foe 
PLO has created a new and strik- 
ing political dynamic that may 
have an important and liberating 
impact on Arab Americans and 
American politicians who have 
until now paid a bitter price for 
doing foe same thing. 

And, despite our internal de- 
bate, there is real enthusiasm for 
what has occurred. 


As AIPAC ponders the pros- 
pect of lobbying to win congres- 
sional support for a U.S. grant to 
finance a PLO-led interim gov- 
ern mental Gaza and the West 
Bank, one AIPAC leader ex- 
pressed to me his realisation of 
how dramatic this earthquake has 
been. 

Arab Americans, in an entirely 
different way, are greparingfor a 
new political reality. WTU ffiis 
agreement, they wonder, opeir 
doors in Washington that have 
until now been dosed? What, are 
they asking, are the new chal- 
lenges and new opportunities that 
this new accord will bring? 

In many ways this new situa- 
tion will not end our work, but 
will begin an entirely new set of 
work priorities. There are many 

k. 1 --_ j 


*i&” that must be resolved if 
peace is to become a reality. 


“As AIPAC ponders tbe prospect of lobbying to 
win congressional support for a U.S. grant to 
finance a PLO-led interim government in Gaza 
ami West Bank, one of its leaders expressed... bis 
realisation of tbe dramatic effect . of this earth- 
quake. Arab Americans, in an entirely different 
way, are preparing fora new political reality. Will 
this agreement, they wonder, open doors in 
Washington that have until now been dosed." 
What, are they asking, are the new challenges and 
new opportunities that this now accord will 
bring?" 


These people are not dream- 
ers; we are aware of all the 
difficulties these accords will face 
and are also aware of all the 
pitfalls that may still need to be 
skirted before peace becomes a 
reality. But what most Arab 
American analysts, especially 
those working in American poli- 
tics, have come to realise is that 
“politics is the art of the 
possible." 


It has long been clear to Arab 
Americans (as it has now become 
dear to' the PLO) that no Amer- 
ican administration was going to 
intervene to press concessions 
from Israel. In a sense, the Nor- 
way meetings represented a cer- 
tain symmetry. Mr. Rabin came 
to realise that the Palestinian 
delegation appointed under the 
Madrid rules couldn’t make an 
agreement and the PLO realised 
that the U.S. was not going to 
push Israel into making an agree- 
ment and so both parties needed 
to make an agreement with each 
other. 


While many Arab Americans 
would have liked to see Israel 
yield territory immediately and 


American Jews are also ex- 
periencing an internal debate. 
They were ill-prepared, for the 
earthquake. The American 
Likudniks were schooled for 
many years to view any interac- 
tion with the PLO as taboo and 
“anti-Israel.” Palestinian 
nationalism was similarly viewed 
as unspeakable. To see major 
American Jewish leaders, there- 
fore, praising the wisdom and 
courage of Rabin for having 
talked with PLO is, to say the 
least, rather startling. 

While such a view is to be 
expected from foe Americans for 
Peace Now and even foe Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress, it is in- 
teresting to note that AIPAC is 
organising a campaign to “sell” 
the agreement to the Jewish com- 
munity in order to counter ex- 
pected opposition from their 
right-wing elements. Given re- 
cent upheavals within AIPAC, 
this agreement can help both to 
transform tbe organisation, soli- 
dify the position of its new pro- 
Labour President Steven Grass- 
man and convince foe Rabin gov- 
ernment of its loyalty. 

American supporters of 
Labour, even those within 
AIPAC, are therefore deeply in- 
vested in making this agreement 
work. If it succeeds, they (like 
Rabin) will win their battle with 
the right. If it fails, they (like 
Rabin) will lose their hard-own 
leadership within the community. 


Some of foe “ifs can only be 
resolved by Palestinians and 
Israelis: final agreement on lan- 
guage, real guarantees that tbe 
first phase will lead to a second 
phase and to a just and tasting 
resolution to foe conflict, an 
effective Palestinian administra- 
tion that provides jobs, opportu- 
nities, improvement of daily life 
and greater security, an honest 
Israeli commitment to honour foe 
accords in letter and spirit and 
real progress in foe Lebanese, 
Syrian and Jordan talks to pro- 
duce a comprehensive Arab- 
Israeli peace. 

These “ifs’ must be resolved if 
the accords are to lead to the 
establishment of peace. 

Yet, even after this, real issues 
will remain. Among them are 
Palestinian refugees in neigh- 
bouring Arab states arid foe signi- 
ficant “final status" issue of Jeru- 
salem and the status of Israeli 
settlements. 

But in the midst of the shock of 
foe “agreement" there is the 
dawning of a new awareness that, 
with peace, a stable interim 
period of real development and 
genuine progress, many issues 
that today seem insoluble will be 
solved as trust and confidence 
increase. It is in this context that 
this “agreement" in supportable. 
It, in and by itself, is not a peace 
accord, but delineates a process 
for bard work that can make 
peace a reality by transforming 


relations between Israelis and 
Palestinians, lead to an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state and a re- 
solution of all issues between foe 
two peoples. - • 

Those are some of the issues 
that only Israelis and Palestinians 
can solve. But there is a full 
agenda facing both Arab Amer- 
icans and American Jews. U.S. 
support will be necessary if Mid- 
dle East peace is to take bold. It 
is now dear that the Clinton 
administration is strongly com- 
mitted to foe Isjael-PLO agree- 
ment. But Congress must be won 
. over as well. It is noteworthy that 
only a few members of Congress 
have spoken out in support of the 
“Gaza- Jericho” plan. 

Despite the fact that the 
AIPAC’s president will work for 
tbe " ag reement, there will be a 
battle to win over the major 
contributors in the Jewish com- 
munity — many of whom are 
Likud supporters and may be 
inclined to encourage the con- 
gressmen to oppose the aid pack- 
age that will be necessary to 
solidify the agreement. Arab 
Americans and American Jews 
will, it appears, have to join 
forces to win congressional 
approval to provide sbort-and 
long-term support for this peace 
process. 

But despite this type of coop- 
eration -between Arab Americans 
and American Jews oa broad 
issues involving U.S. policy, 
there is a strong possibility that 
differences will remain. For ex- 
ample, Arab Americans will con- 
front new responsibilities which 
they will have to address as tbe 
peace process unfolds. Issues 
such as Gulf security, stable and 
strong support for Arab allies, 
support for governments 'ex- 
perimenting with new fo rm s of 
government or facing new inter- 
nal and external threats and ex- 
pansion of U.S.-Arab trade 
opportunities. 

The earthquake of the Arab- 
IsracH peace will not settle ajl foe 
problems facing the region or all 
die issues of U.S. -Arab relations. 
In fact, peace may only unearth 
some hitherto dormant problems 
and bring other ten&ons into 
sharper focus. But despite these 
challenges and new realisation, 
there is a palpable seme of re- 
lief. 

Israel has broken a taboo, 
Palestinian national rights have 
been recognised; those of us who 
have been punished in the U.S. 
for supporting Palestinian 
nationalism can now daim a cer- 
tain vindication; and if we work, 
to make foe “ifs" facing us a 
reality, at least some semblance 
of normality can at last come to 
the Middle East 

And even as we face tbe new 
challenges, we can do so with a 
renewed sense of purpose. 


The writer is president of the 
Washington-based Arab Amer- 
ican Institute. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 


LETTERS 


History behind 
Oslo accord 


To the Editor: 


I think many would agree that foe Jordan Ernes has always been 
foe best source of balanced and indepth news and analyses in 
Jordan. I * 

After reading Rami Khouri’s column, “Jericho-Gsza — a small 
triumph to build on” (Aug. 31), and Lamis Andoni’s article. 
“Arafat is talcing new risk for peace — the question is: Will it 
work?" (Sept. 2-3), I feel compelled to write on the issue in 
question. There is no doubt that the quick events of an 
unexpected breakthrough between foe PLO and foe Israelis is 
history in the making, to say the least. Hence, it should be looked 
upon from a historical point of view by connecting the news of the 
breakthrough with events foal preceded it. To do that, one can go 
bade as far as one chooses in foe history of the whole issue. Let 
me recall some events since tbe Madrid Conference, which was 
another major historical event: 

' — The Palestinians went to Madrid reluctantly and under very 
difficult conditions and pressure from many sides, including Arab 
parties under one major pretext: that the longer Arabs in general 
and Palestinians in particular waited, foe less they would get from 
Israel due to tbe new Internationa] circumstances of the “new 
world order," among other reasons. 

— It was obvious from foe beginning of tbe Mardid process that 
* measure of success or failure of the Arab negotiators would 


the 


~ — ““““ v ruaw u^VMOUiia nuuiu 

mainly depend on foe amount of their real coordination or lack of 
it. It was equally obvious from foe start, as is now, that this 
coordination was at a minimal level, as His Majesty King Hussein 
confirmed during his most recent interview with Mr. Ghassan 
Twemi. 

- Several tiroes prior to the rounds of negotiations in 
Washington the Palestinians were reluctant to continue foe talks, 
particularly in the ninth round after Israel deported some 400 
Palestinians to south Lebanon. To suspend Arab participation 
then would have been universally acceptable, thus forcing Israel 
to repatriate the expellees, setting a precedent for Israel to give in 
t o inte rnational legitimacy and pressure, and improving foe Arab 
negotiators position.- Instead, the Palestinian team was once 
again pressured from every direction, including from some of its 
Arab partners, to go back to Washington. 

“ TH .fast few months witnessed foe near destruction of the 
PLO ' 5 °* Political and financial pressures from 

many sides, including Arab ones, and it reached a point of 
numerous resignations from within the organisation and deeoen- 
rng foe internal rifts. . «epen 

H we€ ? 1 *** PLO “d Israel were carried 
out in fcurope, which has major interests in the Middle East and 

bSh™? a ?^ a< ?t V vr role "J *• P® 3 ** process since foe 

begmnmg, but, like foe U.N., was kept away by the Americans. 

US h>d ahr V been mOTC balanced than foe 

came to the Palestinian-Israeti conflict. 
*“ r ®° everybody, thing should be put in 
p^spe«m«Md otm major question should be asked before 
judging President Ya»er Arafat and his confidants: What were 
the r«d reasons behind Mr. Arafat’s taking a new risk forraSS 
Victor Hugo s character (lean Valiean). committed the crime of 
and was judged and sentei^ wS^^S^fhS 
*^ Te un P ortantl y’ w hy?. And what would Washine- 

mLST **““ wbat came out ofEuropI? 
h^oto questions including foe timing and sequence^ 

S a Mta.’ WOald exp,ain ^ ** “faking 
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IJ.S. -Russian space station will 
cost America some prestige and jobs 


By Harry F.RosentiuI 

. .. Tbc Associated Piress 
.^WASHINGTON — The new 
2^U.S. and Russian space 
*> t may rescue the space station 
■v ^ programmes of both nations but 
’■ ,^4 at a cost of American prestige 
some jobs. 

The- two nations have settled 
, oh a joint venture that will allow 
30 ^ American astronauts to spend a 
total twhyears’ time on the oririt- 
^*3 mg Mir space station and pot 
^ U.S., experiments on Russum 
craft. It also calls for mutual 
development of an electrical pow- 
;:s C;er system to. replace . damay . 
^ ft; prone space station solar arrays. 
.*3$ ■ “It is the intent of theTJ.S. and 

Russia to undertake a coopera- 
id-, tive human spade flight program- 
■ i l 0fi^Ie,’ , according to a statement 
‘ ■■'■a! 'j issued following two days of 
H* t meetings between Vice President 
2^ A1 Gore and Russian Prime 
yQ Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
^ The National Aeronautics and 
: “*m Space Administration . (NASA) 
and the Russian Space Agency 
~ were instructed to develop a de- 
tailed plan of activities by Nov. 1 
•Vs* that then will be cemented with 
specific agreements, 
i The agreement marks a signifi- 
r V-" c. cant change in U.S. space policy, 
which since the 1950s has been 
'* 0- driven by achieving preeminence 
over the former Soviet Union in 
rocketry and space exploration. 
-£c; And it marks another turn in 
the long road to build space 
-'•£ station Freedom, the Reagan-era 
■■zz scheme that already has cost $9 
billion and which has been a 
--i subject of scorn in much of the 
' rc<e U.S. scientific community and 

- ‘A. hostility in a cost-conscious Con- 
s' - .."; gross. Freedom was scheduled for 
■fl i . construction hi earth mbit by the 

"-^fend of the decade; 

-.* 2 : “The combined space station 

— s will be significantly better than 

any of the options we could orbit 
on our own,” Mr. Gore said at 
^ Thursday’s signing ceremony. He 
— - said the new station also would be 
less expensive and would fly 



The tranqrart spacecraft Progress, with a solar sail from the 
orbital Mir station, conducting on expe r iment. Americans 


want to join the Russians in a bid to rescue the space station 
programmes of both nations (AFP photo) 


sooner than Freedom. 

NASA administrator Daniel 
Goldin said: “A new partnership 
in space between two former 
adversaries offers considerable 
economic advantages for both 
countries.” 

Mr. Goldin said: “Russian par- 
ticipation win not have a signifi- 
cant impact on U.S. jobs” but 
conceded “there will be areas 
where we rely on proven Russian 


systems.” 

The scope of activities en- 
visioned will far eclipse previous 
joint ventures between the two 
spacefaring nations. 

The cash-hungry Russians will 
be. paid $400 million in the next 
four years for goods and services, 
which indude the two modules to 
be attached to their Mir for 
American experiments. 

The Russians reportedly have 


built the modules but don't have 
money for the instruments and 
experiments to use them. 

A major concession by the 
United States calls for the two 
nations to “operate in an orbit 
which is accessible by both U.S. 
and Russian resources.” 

That means some launches 
from Russia's space port at 
Baikonur, which puts spacecraft 
into orbits much farther north 


and south than from the United 
States. NASA generally flies the 
shuttle in orbits at a 28.5 degree 
angle from the Equator. In order 
to power its way into the Russian 
orbit of 51.6 degrees, the space 
shuttle has to reduce its 
weight by 5,455 kilos — roug 
one fourth. 

The weight loss consequences 
will be felt in reduced cargo on 
construction flights from the Un- 


ited Stales during assembly of the 
space station. It also causes diffi- 
culties for two of America’s inter- 
national partners, Japan, ami the 
European Space Agency. 

Japan has opposed the Russian 
orbit because its space station 
module is so heavy it will have to 
be split in two for transport on 
the shuttle. The Europeans have 
much the same problem, but they 
have been working on reducing 
the size of their module. 

The U-S.-Russia plan calls for 
development of a common space 
suit and common environmental- 
control and life-support systems. 
That, too, will be a plus and a 
minus for the United States. The 
Russian space suit is conceded to 
be better than its American coun- 
terpart, but cosmonauts have had 
to cut space walks short because 
their visors fog. 

One area in which both nations 
will profit is by pooling research 
on using solar dynamics to create 
electricity. The electricity-pro- 
ducing solar arrays now in use are 
big, bulky, create drag and de- 
teriorate in the harsh space en- 
vironment. 

An alternative is solar dyna- 
mics in which dishes, reflectors 
and concentrators collect solar 
energy and use it to ran an engine 
that generates power. Using such 
a device would eliminate the need 
for a truss, the lattice-like frame 
that bolds various components. 

The administration may have 
trouble selling the joint venture 
to Congress. The space station 
survived extinction m the house 
on two grounds: American jobs 
and American preeminence in 


Even the teachers 
do not trust 

public schools 


But the Senate, which has yet 
to act on the NASA budget, may 
wonder whether the United 
States is subsidising Russia and 
creating jobs there to build a new 
space station to which the United 
States will attach a laboratory. 

And, if that is die case, how 
can the United States claim 
preeminence? 


Kuwaiti rolling pigeons command sky-high prices 




By Iwi Email 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — • Acrobatic' pi- 
geons are all the rage in 
Kuwait where “rollers” ... 
birds that stage reverse some- 
rsaults in flight — are worth 
their weight .iitgQjkL . . 

“She’s just tike a dancer,*!, 
gramed owner Walid Al‘ 
Dughaishem as one of Us birds 
fluttered high above the 
Kuwaiti desert and then 
^ slowed, as if taking a deep 
.vfoeatfa. 

The bird started rolling 
backwards, repeatedly revolv- 
ing in actear blue sky while its 
wings made rapid, sharp daps. 
Seconds later it resumed its 
normal flight. 

Mr. Dnghaishem, a fireman 
and a fancier in (me of the 
Golfs most popular hobbies. 


was impressed. 

“A brilliant woman dancer 
can give a new meaning to your 
fife, and so can a pigeon," he 
said. “This is an ait." 

More than. 4,000. Kuwaitis 
raise pigeons, mostly for the 
pleasures of developing and 
watching their acrobatic abijfty' 
— a genetic characteristic culti- 
vated through breeding. 

Pigeon raising here dates 
back to earliest times but the 
practice has grown in recent 
decades because oil wealth has 
prompted an enthusiastic pri- 
vate market in the birds. 

Like fanciers in dozens of 
other countries, Kuwaitis also 
breed homing pigeons for rac- 
ing and “fancy” pigeons for 
beauty. 

Bat acrobatic birds, espe- 
cially the “galab” (roller) that 


tumbles backwards claws-over- 
beak, are by far their 
4 favourites. The best are die 
stars of competitions held ev- 
ery winter. 

Kuwaitis think less highly of 
other pigeon breeds that twis£ 
fike a corkscrew in-flight or 
tumble as if hit by.-$ bullet. 

“The revolving pigeons they 
have in Europe are 
They are not the type we' 
because they do not play the 
. games we want,”said leading 
breeder Mohammad A1 
Hamad. 

Kuwaitis say they obtained 
the best “rollers” from enthu- 
siasts in the Iraqi region of AI 
Zubeir about 40 years ago. 
They went on to corner the 
market in the region’s best 
breeds. 

The hobby can be a profit- 


Cross currents of change impel 
Israel, PLO towards peace 


1 


JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime 
.Minister Yitzhak Rabin was run- 
ning oat of time and needed to 
'deliver on campaign promises be- 
fore his volatile coalition came 
apart. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat also 
felt the heat: he was running out 
of money and faring a rebellion in 
his ranks. 

Those factors helped break a 
taboo on direct negotiations that 
strangled previous initiatives. 

But they were also influenced 
by larger forces,, crosscurrents of 
change that swept the region and 
the world. 

First there was the Palestinian 
intifada, or uprising. 

After nearly sue years, the 1,8 
ntillion Palestinians in the occu- 
pied lands were weary of blood- 
' shed and squeezed economically, 
by incessant strike calls and a loss 
of jobs and commerce in Israel. 

Israelis have killed 1,135 
Pales tinians in dashes and 748 
Arabs have been killed by their ' 
fellows, most on suspicion of col- 
laborating with Israel, in the up- 
rising. 

Abdul SattarQassem, a politic- 
al science professor at Bit. Zeit 
University in the West Bank, said 
the self-rule plan was “veiy time- • 
ly" because Palestinians were in 
no position to resist. 

“it is the people who face 
social and economic collapse and 
not Arafat*” he said. 

Palestinian leaders -were 
nonetheless anxkms to transform 
the uprising into an initiative that 
would end Israeli -occupation be- 
fore the. anger and frustration 
were turned on then. 

For Israel, the intifada ended 
ifiustons about living with the . 
statas qno. At least 145 Israelis 
died m foe uprising, 

Gaza, with its exploding 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

Tbe Associated Press 

population and poverty, coaid no 
longer be controlled. Pressure 
burn cm politicians to find a solu- 
tion that would bring foe citizen- 
soldiers home. 

There was also tbe Gulf war. 

Tbe PLO backed the wrong 
horse. President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq, and angry oil sheikhs cut 
off funds to Mr. Arafat — more 
than $20 million of which had 
been spent in foe Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip every 
month. 

also prompted a 
Israeli strategic 


the Gulf states were expected to 
resume their support, as well. 

Mr. Rabin's main problem was 
a political crisis at home that 
could rob him of the partners he 
needed to pursue the peace initia- 
tive. 

Mr. Rabin, 71, needed quick 
results and he hoped-for emerg- 
ence of a strong local Palestinian 
leadership hap not developed. 


only 

probl 


The war 
change in 
thinking. 

Iraq': Missiles had easily 
reached Tel Aviv and wreaked 
havoc. The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were no longer seen as a 
buffer against attack. 

“At the same time, there was 
the toll of the intifada. The Israeli 
public was not only tired of the 
repeated violence, they were also 
sick and tired of Gaza. It became 
difficult to make a case for. Gaza 
being vital to security,” said Nim- 
rod Novick, air adviser to Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres who 
helped negotiate the Gaza- 
Jericho plan with the PLO and 

Egypt* 

Another regional development 
wg&tbe expansion of Islamic fun- 
damentalism. 

ThC fundamentalist Hamas, 
with' wide influence in Gaza's 
crowded camps was challenging 
Mr. Arafat’s control. The Gaza- 
Jericho option gave him an 
opportunity to recapture the 
momentum and to peironally set 
a foothold on Palestinian land 
before his influence faded. 

A peace, agreement was also 
likely to restart the flow of 
money* Europe had reportedly 
promised more than a half-billion 
dollars in development aid and 


lem. ' 

The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion was another major factor. 

Moscow, had been tbe main 
arms supplier for radical Arab 
regimes such as Syria, Iraq and 
Libya as well as Palestinian fac- 
tious. The radicals could not 
afford to keep up once the Soviet 
support ended. 

Tbe war option was effectively 
closed because the arms gap 
widened m the favour of Israel, 
which continued to get S3 billion, 
a year in U.S. aid and had its own 
high-tech firms to develop new 
technology. 

Yair Hirschfeld, a Haifa Uni- 
* versiry professor who opened the 
secret channel to the PLO for 
Israel, said both sides were aware 
of foe changed international cli- 
mate. 

In the new world order, he 
said, the big powers all were 
puffing in the same direction, 
urging stability. But they balked 
at getting involved in ethnic dis- 
putes. Wars in former Soviet Re- 
publics like Azerbaijan and Mol- 
. dova had little impact, for ex- 
ample. 

“On the global level, there was 
an emerging point of view that 
posed a danger to both Palesti- 
nians and Israelis: That if you. . 
want to kill yourself, go ahead, 
we won't get involve 


able business. Kuwaitis will 
pay 4,000 dinars ($13,000) for 
the privilege of owning a galab 
with a particular flair to its 
odd-looking reverse some- 
rsault. 

Mr: Walid said the best 
^breeders, could earn, up to 
‘ .40,000 (firiars ($132,000) a year 
from sales of chicks or adult 
birds. 

Enthusiast Radwan Al 
Obeid said be had bought a 
pigeon for 4,000 dinars last 
year. *1 wouldn’t sell it for less 
than 5,000 dinars ($16,500) ” 
he said. 

Mr. Wp6d and his civil ser- 
vant brothers Jamal and Tareq 
keep about 1,000 birds in a 
5,000-square-metre smallhold- 
ing in tbe desert near Kuwait 
city. 

Getting lost can be the main 
problem for young birds in the 
featureless, snooker-table flat- 
ness of Kuwait’s desert. 

Others simply drop dead, 
roasted in their cages by sum- 
mer beat that can rise over 50 
degrees Centigrade (122 
Fahrenheit) or exhausted by 
flying in the oven-like temper- 
atures. 


“We make the pigeon duck 
fly when it is 2 Vi months old. 
The younger you teach them 
the better,” said Mr. Hamad. 

“Pigeons are just like 
-kids,” said Mr. Walid 
“The first time they go out 
. they try to come back, bnt they 
get lok. After they become 
familiar with a place, it becom- 
es easy.” 

Birds are boused between 
one and 20 to a cage. Some of 
foe cages are air-conditioned 
noth electric lamps, banging 
miniature decorative jars and a 
sculpted pigeon-sized basin for 
a bed. 

The Kuwaitis train their 
birds to fly in strong winter 
winds and competitors are 
judges on more than just roll- 
ing. 

Steadiness is highly prized. 
As in human gymnastics, the 
buds’ ability to finish their 
exercise by landing gracefully 

— in the buds’ case on a perch 

— is also crucial. 

“If a bird can fly over the 
very same area and roll, even if 
tbe wind is strong, it is a good 
galab,” Mr. Jamal said. 

“The stronger the wind the 


better foe flying,” said Mr. 
Hamad. 

“A good pigeon moves for- 
ward steadily into the wind 
while revolving. It most also 
lean someti m es to tbe left and 
sometimes to tbe right, and 
making a .dapping sound with 
its wings.” 

“The normal wind speed 
should be between 25 and 70 
kilometres per hour. If there 
wasn’t this force of wind there 
would be no difference be- 
tween a one dinar ($33) pi- 

? ;eon and a 10,000 dinar 
$33,000) one.” 

Breeders fuss constantly ab- 
out the birds’ health. One once 
sent an afliiig star p er former to 
bird specialists in' Europe. 
Another rented an air- 
conditioned apartment to 
house pigeons weakened by 
summer beat. 

Breeders investigate the 
birds’ bloodline thoroughly 
and even compile books of 
pigeon family trees. 


By George F* Win 

SAN DIEGO — ; In November, 
California, frequent incubator of 
America’s future, will conduct a 
vote eclipsing in importance last 
year's banal presidential choice. 
If passed. Proposition 174 will 
offer -parents vouchers worth at 
least half the cost of educating a 
child in a public school (currently 
$5,200) and redeemable as pri- 
vate school tuition. If the chosen 
school costs less than $2,600, foe 
saving can be used for subsequent 
grades, or for college. 

Private schools often get better 
results (gauged by test scores and 
graduation rates) than public 
schools, but cost less per pupil 
than public schools. So the larger 
the number of Californians who 
wonld use Proposition 174 
vouchers to choose private 
schools, the more foe state would 
save. Furthermore, Proposition 
174 wonld spur creation of 
schools at -a time when Califor- 
nia’s burgeoning school-age 
population requires, if class sizes 
are to be maintained, creation of 
a 600-pupil school every day for 
10 years. 

Inflation-adjusted public 
education spending per pupil has 
about doubled every 20 years 
since 1945. San Diego teachers’ 
salaries doubled in the last de- 
cade, and top administrators 
average $90,000 a year. 

Many who supported forced 
basing to produce racial balance 
were liberals with children in 
private schools; many who 
oppose making school choice 
available to all parents are tbem- 


schools with silly curricula. In 
contrast, under public educa- 
tion's semi-monopoly many pa- 
rents have no alternative to pub- 
lic schools teaching sexual “re- 
sponsibility” (as defined by 
condom-pushing “experts”), en- 
vironmental “responsibility” (as 
defined by people who think Al 
Gore is a scientist) and multi- 
cultural “sensitivity” (as defined 
by whatever racial, sexual or 
ethnic faction has captured the 
curriculum). 

Del Weber, president of the 
teachers onion, warns that pri- 
vate school teachers are subject 
to fewer credentiating require- 
ments than public school 
teachers. Ken Kachigian, strateg- 
ist for foe pro-174 campaign, 
replies that the public school sys- 
tem produces lower results with 
its higher credentials, so in what 
sense are they “higher”? 

The National Education Asso- 
ciation (NEA), the California 
association’s national counter- 
part, is the nation’s largest- and 
most politically aggressive union. 
At last year’s Democratic con- 
vention about one-eighth of the 
delegates were NEA members. 
The California union tried to 
block a vote on Proposition; 174 
because “there are some propos- 
als that are so evil that they 
should never even be presented 
to foe voters.” This autumn the 
California union will spend 
lavishly to spread hysteria — 
witches' covens, Molotov cock- 
tails, whatever — about the 
“evil" of parental choice. 

Although the National Educa- 
tion Association claims not to 
_ know how mnefa state and local 

organisations like tbe California 
schools (the Clintons, for exam- nB £vri nH nn «„ 

pie). 


Nationwide, about half of all 
urban public school teachers with 
school-age children send their 
children to private schools. If (the 
data are being compiled) the per- 
centage of California public 
school teachers sending their chil- 
dren away from public schools is 
higher than the percentage of the 
general population doing so, sup- 
porters of Proposition 174 can 
8sk: What do teachers know ab- 
out the public schools that voters 
ought to bear in mind in Novem- 
ber? 

Opponents of Proposition 174 
have sunk to what can best be 
called boring hysteria. For exam- 
ple, Kathleen Brown, the Demo- 
crats' probable gubernatorial 
nominee, warns darkly that a 
“witches’ coven” is talking about 
starting a school funded by Prop- 
osition 174 vouchers. And a 
hysteria-monger on foe side of 
the California Teachers Associa- 
tion says that in private schools 
“a science course could be 
teaching kids bow to make Molo- 
tov cocktails.” 

Actually, what foe union calls 
“unregulated and unaccountable 
voucher schools” would not be 
immune from state regulation, 
and would be accountable to 
empowered parents who could 
remove their children from 


association spend on politics, 
Forbes magazine, extrapolating 
from spending in fonr representa- 
tive states, estimates that at least 
$16 million is spent annually. 
Almost that much may be. spent 
in California in support of what 
Forbes calls the NEA’s “Brezh- 
nev doctrine” — sodafism^in foe 
form of government control of 
education, may not be rolled 
back anywhere. 

Bnt Californians have noticed 
foe perverse correlation: increas- 
ing NEA arrogance and increas- 
ing spending on public education 
coinciding with a decline in edu- 
cational quality. And Califor- 
nians can take lawmaking into 
their own hands. ! 

In 1978 they slashed property 
taxes with Proposition 13, there- 
by presaging the 1980 election 
results. The NEA is terrified that 
Proposition 174, another bfow 
against government’s sqlf- 
aggrandizing grip on society, may 
have a similar national reso- 
nance. ; 

Mr. Khachigian thinks that if 
his side is ontspent by “only” 3 to 
1, Proposition 174 will pass. Tbe 
NEA asserts that permitting 
parental choice will devastate 
public education. Mr. Khachigran 
can rest his case on that assertion, 
foe NEA’s damning assessment 
of public education — Washing- 
ton Post. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

☆ 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, sitting room, 2 balconies, garage, 
central heating. 

☆ Surrounded by garden. 

☆ Located in Sweileh, eastern neighbourhood, 
opposite the Social Development Centre. 

☆ Annual rent JD 5,000, negotiable. 1 

Call: from 7 am. - 9 p.m. 1833201) 


He’ll face 30ft. waves, 
blizzards, force 9 gales and 
sub-zero temperatures. 



He wears his birth stone ! 

D AJANI 


Amra Hotel — Amman. 




Why 

don’t you try our 
Breakfast Buffet at 

El FAR\H Lounge 



served from 7:30 - 10.00 a.m. 



l-'or Res. Please call 643216 
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ILO: More part-time 
workers, slim benefits 


*: : •• t 


WASHINGTON (R) — One out 
of every seven workers in indus- 
trialised nations bolds a part-time 
job, most of them women and 
many without the benefits or 
protection given to full-time em- 
ployees, a U.N. agency said Sun- 
day. 


4 ' 


About 60 million people work 
part-time in industrialised coun- 
tries. the International Labour 
■Organisation (ILO) said in an 
analysis of the comparatively re- 
cent trend in employment. In 
some nations, 25 per cent of 
workers hold part-time jobs. 

‘'Until a few decades ago, it 
used to be assumed the vast 
majority, if not all workers, 
would automatically conform to 
the standard full-time working 
pattern.” the agency said in a 
■report. 

"The growth of part-time work 
in the industrialised countries has 
coincided with the rise in 
■ women's labour market participa- 
tion rates over recent decades 
.and the increasing employment 
share of the service sector,” the 
report said. 

More than 25 per cent of work- 
ing women hold part-time jobs, 
compared to four per cen* of men 
.in the 24 industrialised nations in 
the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). OECD members in- 
clude United States. Canada. 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand 
and mosL of western Eu.ope. 

While part-time work offers 
the benefit of workplace flexibil- 


ity. allowing people extra time for 
professional or family goals and 
giving employers greater ability 
to match staffing with workloads, 
it can fall short in wages and 
worker protection, said Vittorio 
di Martino, an ILO labour ex- 
pert. 

Many social security systems 
are targeted toward full-time 
workers and often set thresholds 
on hours that must be worked in a 
week in order to be eligible for 
benefits. 

As a result, part-time workers 
"may be fully out or partly out of 
the system," Mr. Di Martino said 
in. an interview. 

“While the majority of part- 
timers work that way voluntarily, 
many are forced to accept part- 
time jobs because of a lack of 
full-time opportunities, which re- 
flects the persistently weak job 
market in the industrialised 
world,” ILO Director General 
Michei Hansenne said in a state- 
ment. 

ILO has recommended part- 
time and temporary workers 
should be given job-security and 
social security benefits equivalent 
to full-time workers, although en- 
titlement can be pro-rated. 

“As a group, part-time workers 
recieve lower rates of pay in most 
countries than full-tuners,” the 
report said, although there is a 
small movement in labour con- 
tracts for equal hourly rates. 

Lower wages are due partly 
because part-timers most fire-, 
quently are hired for low-pay 
work but also because they rarely 


qualify for overtime pay, pre- 
miums for working on holidays or 
training allowances. 

Hie number of women who are 
part-time workers in industrial- 
ised nations ranges from 90 per 
cent in Belgium and Germany to 
around 65 per cent in Italy. 
Greece and the United States, 
the report said. 

Between 1979 and 1990, prop- 
ortion of part-time workers in the 
workforce rose in most industrial- 
ised countries. Highest rates are 
found in the Netherlands, where 
one-third of all workers are part- 
timers, and Norway, where 26 
per cent are. 

' In Canada, United States and 
the Nordic countries, there are 
signs the part-time employment 
peaked in 1982-1983 ana has fal- 
len or, in the case of Canada, 
levelled off. 

Statistics about part-time work 
are scarce outside developed na- 
tions. the ILO report said, but 
part-time work seems to be in- 
creasing globally. There is some 
evidence, it said, that part-time 
work in Latin America has 
reached the same level as in some 
European nations. 

U.S. Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich, in a recent speech, noted 
the role part-time work has 
assumed in the tepid U.S. eco- 
nomy. One-quarter of the 


private-sector jobs created in the 
first half of this year went to 


temporary or part-time workers, 
he said, “offering none of the job 
security American workers once 
took for granted.” 


Earnings growth of most Asian 




airlines to accelerate — report 
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SINGAPORE (AFP) — Most 
Asian airlines, whose earnings 
have dropped over the last three 
years, are poised to reap the 
benefits of resource-pooling and 
curtailed expansion plans, 
according to ah industry report 
released here Sunday. 

Income growth should also 
accelerate with the opening up of 
high growth markets in China, 
Vietnam and India, according to 
the report released by the 
Singapore-based Merill Lynch In- 
ternational Bank Ltd. 

Excluding Japan, where car- 
riers are suffering from high costs 
and economic recession, “we 
view the prospects of Asian air- 
lines very positively," the report 
said as it rated Singapore Airlines 
the “favourite” followed by Hong 
Kong-based Cathay Pacific. 

The global airline industry suf- 
fered its third straight year of 
recession in 1992. posting a re- 
ported $10 billion in net losses 
with U.S. airlines the biggest 
losers. 

European carriers also took 
heavy losses but Asia-Pacific car- 
riers generally remained profit- 
able, despite some profit shrink- 
age. 

The Merrill Lynch report said 
that over the next few years 
Asian airlines would devote their 
resources to serving the “new, 
significant and fast-growing" 


Chinese, Indian and Vietnamese 
markets as well as South Korea 
and Taiwan. 

The growth rate of Chinese 
Airlines' air traffic 
would also increase, even though 
the Civil Aviation Authority of 
China (CAAC) would like to see 
more controlled expansion for 
safety and security reasons, the 
report said. 

"We think that a combination 
of strong demand and greater 
autonomy of Chinese airlines not 
under the CAACs control will 
push the growth rate significantly 
higher than CAACs forecast” of 
15.3 per cent in 1993 from 32.9 
per cent in 1992, it said. 

The report said India's civil 
aviation market should also begin 


to take off with the proposed 
privatisation of state-owned Air 
India and Indian Airlines. 

It said demand should be 
driven by India’s recent liber- 
alisation of investment and trade 
rules which is attracting foreign 
businessmen. 

The report also said the evolu- 
tion of a joint computer reserva- 
tion system and frequent flyer 
programme by several Asian air- 
lines was only the beginning of a 
regional effort. 

On recent steps taken by Asian 
airlines to cut capacity plans, the 
report said current capacity 
growth rates were "much more in 
balance with underlying demand 
growth" and augured well for 
future earnings. 


Two Indian banks merge 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A perenially loss-making Indian government 
bank has been merged with another state-owned bank in the first 
amalgamation of its kind, the Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
said in a statement published Sunday. The New Bank of India (NBI), 
whose accumulated losses total $57.3 million, was merged with the 
cash rich Punjab National Bank (PNB) Sunday with immediate 
effect, the Indian Express and other newspapers said. “The overall 
financial position of NBI has been causing concern to the govern- 
ment... and different options were under active consideration for 
some time,” the RBI statement said. The finance ministry eventually 
decided to merge NBI into PNB, which earned an operating profit of 
$86 million in fiscal 1992-93 . The merger marked the first of two state 
run banks in India. The PNB, one of the country's oldest banks, has 
taken over five private banks since 1951. 


Outlook dire for Europe’s car makers 


FRANKFURT (R) — Europe’s 
car makers face at least 12 more 
months of anguish as falling sales 
signal more job cats and plant 
closures, industry analysts said 
Sunday. 

They said European manufac- 
turers, gathered in Frankfurt for 
the biennial international car 
show this week, are unlikely to 
see an upturn until autumn 1994 
at the earliest. 

Car sales have declined as re- 
cession tightened its grip on west- 
ern Europe and experts believe 
manufacturers will be forced to 
shot factories and fire workers on 
an unprecedented scale. 

Some expert analysts believe 
that up to 150,000 jobs are in 


jeopardy across Europe. 
Thine! 


ings have gone wrong with 
bewildering speed. Only last year 
sales hit a record 13.5 million 
after accelerating smoothly 
through the eighties, from just 
over 10 million in 1984. 

“We have never seen the sort 
of collapse in demand we are 
seeing now in the western Euro- 
pean car market. It’s down by 20 
per cent at the half year point in 
terms of new car sales,” said 
John Lawson, research director 


at DRI/McGraw Hill in London. 

A recent DRI survey predicted 
that sales would dive to 11.3 
million in 1993, before struggling 
back slightly to 1L7 million next 
year, and 12.5 million in 1995. 

Other projections are more 
negative. The motor industry Re- 
search Unit (MIRU) in Norwich, 
England sees sales of only 11.2 
million in 1994. 

“We expect a much longer and 
deeper recession than DRI. We 
think it will be 1996 or 1997 
before we approach 2992 levels 
again,” said MIRU director Krish 
Bhaskar. 

And the industry's finances are 
under pressure. Of the “big six” 
mass car makers, only General 
Motors Europe is expected to 
break even in 1993. Germany's 
Volkswagen, Renault and 
Peugeot of France, Italy’s Fiat, 
and Ford Europe will all be losing 
money. 

The slump in car sales reflects 
the deepening recession and 
burgeoning unemployment in 
Germany, Europe's biggest car 
market, France annd Italy. 

Only Britain, an early reces- 
sion victim, bas started to recov- 
er. In the rest of Europe many in 


work fear for their futures. The 
sales slump has already led to job 
cuts and plant closures. More are 
on the cards 

“Over the next 12 months we 
can expect a substantial reduction 
in the European industry’s work- 
force, additional plant closures, 
and further consolidation in the 
industry with the full merger of 
Renault and 1 Volvo,” says 
Jonathan Storey, director of 
England-based European Auto- 
motive Research. 

Karl Ludvigsen, managing 
director of Euromotor Reports, 
believes that job losses across 
Europe will have to reach 
150,000, because of the contrac- 
tion in sales, and the need .to cut 
costs and counter competition 
from Japan. 

“Fifty thousand to 70,000 more 
wfll go in Germany — and 
oubie that for the rest of 
Europe,” said Bob Bucknell, in- 
vestment analyst at London 
stockbrokers Carr, Kitcat and 
Aitken. 

The sales crisis is also causing 
manufacturers to move down 
market as wary consumers be- 
come more practical in their 
choice of car. Even luxury mak- 


jobs 


ers like BMW and Mercedes have 
announced plans to sefl min! cars 
in two or three years time. 

TWo years ago the biggest 
attraction at the Frankfurt show 
was the BMW 8 series sports car. 
This time around Fiat’s down-to- 
earth small family car the “Pan- 
to” is likely to be the most 
important new car at the show. 

“The car companies are mov- 
ing down market,” said MIRU's 
Bhaskar. “AD manufacturers in- 
cluding specialists are doing this. 
You’re seeing luxury versions of 
small cars and this trend will be 
emphasised at Frankfurt,” he 
added. 

As well as the “Pun to”, new 
cars on Show to the public for the 
first time in Frankfurt include the 
Saab 900, the aluminium bodied 
Audi V8, antf a restyled Volk- 
swagen Passat. 

Mazda unveils its Xedos 9, and 
Toyota is expected to announce 
plans to sell the Lexus GS300 in 
Europe for the first time. Both 
these Japanese cars will compete 
at the high end of the executive 
car class, dominated now by the 
BMW “5” series. 

The show is open to the public 
from Sept. 9 until the 19th. 


S.P. affirms 
Australia 
debt rating, 
outlook stable 


MELBOURNE (R) — U.S. cre- 
dit ratings agency Standard and 
Poor’s Corp (S.P.) said Sunday it 
had affirmed Australia's AA long 
term foreign currency debt rating 
and changed the outlook for the 
country to stable from negative. 

S.P. also said it had affirmed 
Australia's AAA rating on Au- 
stralian dollar denominated long 
term debt, as well as its A-l-pius 
short term debt rating. 

“The ratings continue to ba- 
lance Australia's diverse indust- 
rial and natural resource-based 
economy with high net external 
debt estimated at 167 per cent of 
exports this year,” S.P. said in a 
statement. “The change in the 
rating outlook from negative to 
stable is based on S.P.’s view that 
federal government policies will 
reduce fiscal and balance of pay- 
ments pressures, with the exter- 
nal debt burden remaining broad- 
ly stable over the rest of the 
decade.” 

Australia’s net foreign debt 
rose to a record 172.33 billion 
Australian dollars ($112 tuition) 
in the June quarter of 1993 from 
160.36 billion Australian dollais 
($104 billion) in the March quar- 
ter. 

However, S.P. said a positive 
outlook was still some way off. 

“ substantial further decline 
in c external debt burden and a 
narrowing of the gap between 
domestic saving and investment 
would be required to strengthen 
the country’s creditworthiness,” 
che ratings agency said. 

"Without further policy adjust- 
ments these trends are unlikely to 
occur except in the longer term,” 
it said. “Reforms affecting trade 
policy, employment practices and 
the operations of public enter- 
prises are fostering a more dyna- 
mic, outward looking economy 
but progress has been slow.” 


Poll finds British unions popular 


LONDON (R) — British trade 
unions, weakened by 14 years of 
conservative party rule, have as 
much public supports they did in 
their 1970$ heyday, according to a 
poll commissioned by the unions 
themselves. 

Eight out of 10 people ques- 
tioned in the survey agreed un- 
ions were necessary to protect 
workers' interests, a razing slight- 
ly up on two years ago and as high 
as at any time in the last 40 years, 
the traders union congress (TUC) 
said Sunday. 

“Despit the continuing attacks 
on unions by the government 
through legislation, this poll 
shows people value and under- 
stand the role of unions in the 


workplace.” said outgoing TUC 
General Secretary Norman Wil- 
lis. 

He hands over to his current 
deputy, John Monks, at the end 
of next week's annual TUC con- 
ference in the south coast resort 
of Brighton. 

The poll also found that 87 per 
cent of the 1 ,000 adults canvassed 
by an organisation called Opinion 
Leaders Research backed the 
idea that business worked better 
when managers listened to the 
views of workers' unions. 

Even if some in the TUC like 
to see it as the biggest mass lobby 
in Britain, die drop in mem- 
bership to some 7.5 million today 
from 13.3 million in the late 


Producers of rubber meet 
today to consider quitting pact 


BANKGOK (R) — Ministers 
from major rubber producing 
countries, saying that consumers 
are doing nothing to help shore 
up depressed prices, meet here 
Monday to decide whether to 


that the pact works in favour of 
consumers by stabilising prices at 
low levels. ^ 

Producers, led by Malaysia, 
have said they will block an auto- 
matic two-year extension- of the 


Rubber Organisation (INRO). 

Members of the Association of 
Natural Rubber Producing Coun- 
tries (ANRPQ said they have 
been pushed to threaten to pull 
out of INRO after two futile 
years trying to persuade consum- 
ers to renegotiate a United 
Nations-sponsored rubber agree- 
ment. 

INRO groups major rubber 
producers with over 20 consum- 
ers led by the United States, the 
European Community (EC) and 
Japan. 

Rubber prices, hurt by econo- 
mic recession and anaemic sales 
of cars and therefore tyres in 
industrial countries, have fallen 
to 30-year lows in real terms. 

The aim of the agreement is to 
prevent wild gyrations in rubber 
prices but producers complain 


I . 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


&IASBER3W 



“I thought about getting you pearls, 
but a candy necklace has 
prettier colors!" 


Peanuts 


YOU ARE MY YOUNGER BROTHER AND I AM YOUR 
OUTER 5I5TER, AND THAT'S THE WAY Its ©0IN6 
-TO BE ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE.. 

— ur* 



Andy Capp 


:/f 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


GIMAC 

L 


umm 



TORNS 



□ 



CAN 

3LF 


■ 

■ 

* 

I 

iff 

m 


RESPON 



Mi 



WHAT SHE SAID WHEN 
HE YELLED AT HER 
ABOUT THE MONEY 
SHE SPENT ON A 
CASHMERE COAT. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer “m’n OXE noxi! ” 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumt,les: AVA,L BOWER HAMMER BEWAIL 


Answer. How you might armorf'ce the twth of a son to 
y0U r inends — BY HEIR' MAIL 




Mutton’ Jeff 


DOCTOR, 
WHyiSOUR 
BILL SO 
HIGH? 



1970s, when the right-wing Con- 
servatives took office, have left it 
with tittle power. 

Labour Party leader John 
Smith's address to the conference 
is likely to tackle an issue crucial 
to the future of both sides — 
union influence in selecting 
Labour election candidates and 
on policy at the party conference. 

Mr. Smith favours giving votes 
only to individual party members. 
The unions, instrumental in 
founding the party and still pro- 
viding much of its funds, are 
reluctant to give ground and are 
backed by many Labour rebels. 


Gore 

report said 
to target 
252,000 
federal jobs 


WASHINGTON (R) — A cost? 
saving report due Tuesday from 
U.S. Vice President AI Gore 
recommends eliminating more 
than twice the number of federal 
jobs already stated to be cut, the 
Washington Post said Sunday, 

The report recommends Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton cut 252,000 
federal jobs, reducing the civil 
service by 12 per cent and bring- 
ing it below the two million em- 
ployee mark for the first time 
since 1966, the Post said citing 
unnamed sources. 

Mr. Clinton earlier this year 
proposed reducing the feaeral 
work force' by 100,000. 

The newspaper said excerpts, 
from the report "show that the#* 
administration intends to dump 
regulations that affect virtually 
every corner of the bureaucracy 
and carve deeply mto headquar- 
ters staff, supervisors, budget 
analysts, accountants and pro- 
curement and personnel special- 
ists.” 

The report recommends 
changes that would ostensibly re- 
sult in S10? billion m estimated 
savings, according to the Post. 

Those include S22 billion 
gained by changing the method of 
purchasing supplies and services, 
S5.4 billion by modernising gov- 
ernment computer and informa- 
tion systems and S33 billion by 
amplifying paperwork. 

Because the administration 
would probably be unable tc 
meet its job-reductiongoal solei^s 
through attrition, the Gore report 
recommends Congress offer early 
retirement and buyout packages, 
according to the newspaper. 




ajESi 


walk out of International Natural ^.current; .International Natural _ 


Rubber Agreement (INRA). 

ANRPC Secretary General 
Sucfaarit Promdej, however, said 
Friday the EC and Japan may 
save the day by agreeing to 
negotiate a new pact in exchange 
for a cut in the support price for 
rubber. 

Like many commodity pacts, 
INRA works by collecting money 
for a stabilisation fund from pro- 
ducers and consumers. It is used 
to buy or sell rubber when its 
price hits a specified level on 
either side of a pre-determined 
reference price. 

At the top end of the price 
range the buffer stock manager in 
charge of the funds will sell rub- 
ber to push prices down while at 
the bottom of the range he will 
push prices up by buying. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrol! Rights - Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have the force and the drive to put 
into effect your strongest intuitions 
and to channel all that energy so 
that it can be released wisely and 
provide the best results. Complete 
menial work. 


day although later you are able to 
dash about and get - much of value 
accomplished. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Money matters are at the cen- 
of your activities today but 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't try to get any business affairs 
completed quickly after breakfast 
but take your time and you soon 
find they are easily solved calmly. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 


Don't try to push an associate early 
ike a decision bat you soon 


to make 

find chat persons come around to 
your position and an agreement is 
posable. 


poani 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can't seem to get the right creative 
idea early but persist as the day 
advances you find you sparkle and 
see new ways to put your ideas 
across. 


out carefully before you do 
anything that can get involved in a 
tojig time project. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are awaken with a 
determination to do soemthing of a 
very personal nature but think it 
aver and doub:.»-check that its ok 
before putting in motion. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An anxiety early 
can ruin your day unless you rise 
above it quickly and find objective 
ways to solve which can be easy, 
bring you benefits. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Decide what you can 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to take a risk or 
a chance at something important to 
you and there is a good chance it 
can be ok, if you do not commit 
yourself in the morning. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
find it necessary to use much tact 
and patience a> home early 
although later conditions lift and 
are amenable to your making big 
progress in gaining aims. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You certainly need to be 
watchful of accidents early in the 


test dotopiease an^upset compan- 


ion and then you will be able to 
enjpy other friends and engage in 
congenial outlets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru 
ary 19) Steer dear of any oursitk , 
pressures early or it downgrade-, j 
your efforts but afterwards you c:.r. i 
get out in the world and achieve 
much of value. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about any new activity 
before you put it in motion and 
change methods if you can find a 
better way to make a work to your 
benefit, in your behalf. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Con game 
5 Format Persian 
ruler 

9 Join together 

14 Zhivago's love 

15 Below: prefix 
18 Tragedy by 

Euripides 

17 Cupid 

18 Footnote word 

19 Loses cotor 

20 Orderly 

21 Gaelc 

22 Misa Papas 

23 r 

25, . . _ 

27 Doze off 

28 Wall hanging 
32 Couch 

35 Dawdler 
38 Accurate 

37 — for tha road 

38 Delightful spots 

41 The works 

42 Light tan 

44 — down 
(demolish) 

45 Ship of the 

desen 

47 In Blue" 

49 Convertible, 
maybe 

50 Big rig 

51 Frugal 
55 Show 

disapproval 
58 Singer VlkW 
60 Cipher 
51 Joyce Carol — 

62 SmaS group 

63 Racetrack 

64 Complain 

65 Kind of school: 

abbr. 

66 Boole pan: 

67 Denonitn m ions 

68 RX directions 

69 Ostentatious 



DOWN 

1 Street talk 

2 Actor's brief 
pan 

3 Noisy 

4 Navietiiova Of 
tennis 


5 Wamor's 
defense 

6 Muitiheaded 
monster 

7 Primates 

8 Housewife 

9 Diamond arbiter 

10 Closest 

11 At re« 

12 Adolescent 

13 Relaxation 
24 Protracted 
26 Kind of 

tournament 
28 Now 
2B Streetcar 

30 Exercise 
authority 

31 Sound off 

^^dve person 

33 Rider division 

34 Mtat Mies 

35Foreuuit 
39PWbeto 


Puzzle Sabred 
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SgggngggnruCunnRo 
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SEE? iS$r SaSL SSS- 
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OOMPUTZ'S RUHX 


' TRADED PRSV. OPENING CLOSING 
VDUUE . CLOSING FRICK PRICE 


HU BMfc 

133,210 

169.500 

17D.500 

173.000 

Jordan nnaKu nn ■ 

- 33,224 

5.780 

5. BOO 

« 6 .020 

BI0K Of JORDAN 

1,174 

4.040 

4.050 

4.050. 

UXODLCJUST INVESTMENT' BUS.- . - 

A, 970 

1.960 

1.980 

2-000 

. iUUUAWlW DEVELOPMENT BASK. 

],m 

3.950 

4.000 

4.030 

JMosiac nnr ■ 

9,967 

5.070 

5.100 

5.150 

JORDAN X0HJLTT UK 

39,990 

2.660 

• 2.690 

2.970 

ARM JORDAN INVESTMENT BARK ' 

400 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

. .1.929 

3. BOO 

3.850 

3.550 

BUSINESS un 

13,993 

-4.2M 

4.250 

4.320 

Jordan unnnmn a muck bank 

.6,200 

6.250 

6.200 . 

6.200 

. ■ BEIT BUM. SAVING* INVESTMENT IW BSSSXBO 

- 3,793 

4.660 

.4.680 

4.880 

JUHftH UK FOR anSTWHT ■ 

151, BIZ 

1.770 

1.B10 

1-JX20 

raxuuiBLPBXA investment nn. 

17.713 

2-220 

- 2.280 

2.330 

3Q8BU touch mmua 

7,182 

3.750 

3.780 

3.780 

JORDANIAN XLECBUC SOMSK 

277,454 

2-MO 

3.100 

2. ISO 

mas unranxiOBu. hotels 

6^823 

' 4.400 

4.400 

4.450 

J0HDM ' TOURISM fi SPA COMPLEX 

8, 313 

0.530 

0.540 

0-550 

wsionax. wmwmo mcuumra 

2,166 

3.940 

3.980 

3.980 

.asm. strata uvEtiMort 

29, nn 

1.730 

1.740 

3.810 

JOnOU 'ODLP RIM. BHn nniUBBW 

S,1D5 

. 0.630 

0.610 

0.600 . 

jeewm international trading com 

i;im 

3.000 

2.000 

2.000 

HKHZHAW EQUIP. RUTHS B-iaHTBHUCE ■ 

1.398 

1.100 

1.110 

1.130 

KIDDLE EAST'S fHMOQCHI HOTELS. 

14,120 

2.150 

. 3.150 

2.190 

hU&B irter. for . ihvkstmekt s bddckcxoh 

7.9GB ' 

3.630 

2.660 

2.550 

BSTWUEBP CONST. MATERIAL HAHBrACTDRXIK 

400 

3.000 

2.000 

2.000 

THE JORDAN CXMDT mCXORXSN 

SO. BSD 

2.730 

2.690 

2-760 

JORDAN PETROLEUM IDsriNART 

' 2,742 

9.400 

9.410 

9.500 

TEE IHDtUTRIAL COMMERCIAL t AGRICULTURAL 

13,758 

6.650 

6.650 

6. 850 

TEE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

16,978 

10.-600 

10.700 

11.000 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL KMUTOrtnUOIC 

61,890 

8.470 

8.590 

8.700 

JORDAN CERAMIC HBOSTIUES 

3,265 

7.450 

7.550. 

. 7.550 

HE JORDAN PIPES MAJTOTACJ UILLHG . 

2,457 

3.760 

1.7 BO 

3.780 * 

JORDAN PAPER A CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

3,283 

4.160 

4-150 

4.150 

NPHNXNO A WEAVING 

5,525 

2.860 

3.800 

'2.730 

JORDAN BLASS INDUSTRIES 

1,715 

0.490 

0.490 

0.500 

OAE AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

66.652 

14.910 ■ 

14.950 

L5JXK) 

ARAB INVESTMENT A IBEBKAX10US. TRADE 

1,363 

2. 3EO 

3.330 

2.480 

ARAB ALONXNTDM INDUSTRY 

18,450 

9-120 

9.200 

9.300 

■ JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

34 

0.380 

0.360 

0.360 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

5,525 

5.490 

5.500 

5.550 

INTERMEDIATE P8TRO-CBSUCAL INDUSTRIES 

4,218 

3.650 

3.650 

3.700 

JORDAN ROCKMOOL INDUSTRIES 

3. GOO 

2.680 

2.600 

2-600 

.■JORDAN INDUSTRIES S NATCH/ J3MOO 

. 4,860 

1.080 

1.080 . 

1.080 

JOUIAR PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

1.514 

0.410 

0.410 

0.420 

NATIONAL CABLE t MIRE MANUFACTURING 

36,'47B 

8.050 

8.150 

8.200 

JORDAN SULPBO-CHEHICALS ' 

8.280 

3.430 

3.450 

J.450 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM.-A CHEMICALS 

7,996 

3.SOO 

3.500 

3.500 

JORDAN KOHRET 00. FOR ACBU. E FOOD PRO fi. 

2,548 

1.590 

1.570 

1.600 

-nWTHER INVESTMENT 

2B9 

2.750 

2.690 

2.890 


19,719 

5.350 

5.360 

5.470 

GRAND TOTAL 

1.162,882 





TABBED SHARES XR HUUA 
volume is the parallel k 


(August 30 — September 3, 1993) 


AMMAN — Dollar, exchange rates witnessed substantial declines 
against European currencies over the past week doe to the release of 
U.S. economic data with negative results. The U.S. unit, ended the 
week 2.97 per cent lower against die mark, 1.66 p er ce n t tower against 
Sterling, while it moved 0.67 per cent higher against the yen. 

As London and Hong Kong were dosed on holiday Monday, trading 
was light in New York, as many traders preferred to stay on the sidelines 
and were reluctant to take new positions. The dollar feu back at the start 
of t radin g bonis in response to weaker-than-expected U.S. new home 
sales figures released that day. The dollar managed to finish firmer 
a g a inst European, cnnendes that day, however, hot remained tm- 
cfaanged against the yen. . 

The doflar traded in narrow ranges Tuesday, but dosed higher 
compared to the previous day on stronger-tfaan-expected revised figures 
for U.S. Gross Domestic Product. Unconfirmed nuunonrs of Bundes- 
bank intervention, setting dollars, halted the dollar’s rally. News that the ' 
U.S. consumer confidence' Index slipped further bannered, the dollar. ' 
'But a tiny -rise- in the Quean pinthasmg managers index helped the 
dollar! from falling further. The dollar, thus ended at 1.6765 marks, 
whereas Sterling ended af 114919. Meanwhile, the yen weakened against 
the dollar on rumours that the Bank of Japan may cut the official 2^5 per 
cent discount rale by as much as 0.75 per cent in late Setpembcr. 

Wednesday, the dollar fell sharply against European cnnendes, 
especially the mark. Analysts attributed much of the mark’s rise to 
positive industrial output figures in the western parts of Germany 
released that day. The dotiar also fen back on growing expectations that 
Friday’s U.S. employment report would show negative results. The 
dollar moved higher against the yen however following continued 
intervention by the Bank of Japan, in addition to widespread rumours of 
an imminent cut in the Japanese discount rate. 

The dollar witnessed further dedines against European currencies for 
the re m a in der erf the week. Analysts indicated that the marie moved 
higher against the dollar Thursday on growing beliefs that German 
interest rates are untikley to come down in the near future. Comments 
by Bundesbank officials supporting this view, abo dampened expecta- 
tions of a further nairowingin the interest rate differential between the 
mark and the dollar in the near term. In addition, the mark benefitted 
from fond flows out of rite Bel gian franc and into mark assets. Increases 
in Belgian franc interest rales, orchestrated by (be BeGgan authorities 
failed to stabilise the franc within its original 2 25 per cent fluctuation 
band against the mark, which prompted the safe-haven mark buying 
activity on speculation that the Belgian authorities will soon abandon 
their attempts to resotre the franoVmark ERM Knk. On the other hand,, 
continued intervention by the Bank of Japan caused the dollar to move 
still higher against the yen. The U.S. unit, thus ended at 105.89 yen, its 
highest -for the week. 

The U.S. currency fell sharply against the mark and other European 
currencies Friday. Apart from disappointment with its performance the 
previous day, dollar sentiment was further hurt following the retease of 
the U.S. jobs data for August, which, despite some positive aspects, 
showed negative results, causing increased uncertainty over the pace of 
the U.S. econo m ic recovery!. 

In the meantime, some observers indicated that improving German 
econo mi c data would su p port the German unit, and maintained that the 
mark should still out-permnn other European currencies in the ntedinm 
term. Others expected that the Fed to ease its monetary policy in 
response to negative U.S. jobs data. Under the influence of these 
expectations the U.S. unit dosed sharply lower at 1.6160 marks, 
whereas Sterling ended at SI .5300. a 
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Inter-Arab trade plunges 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Trade 
between Arab countries bas 
plunged over the last two years 
because of deep rifts caused by 
the Gulf war, an official report 
said Sunday. 

After 13 per cent growth be- 
tween 1986 and 1989, inter-Arab 
trade feD by 14 per cent in 1991 
and declined again in 1992, said 
the Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF). 

“Trade among Arab countries 
continued to decline, due to the 
circumstances that accompanied 
the Gulf war. But its decline in 
1992 was lower than in 1991,” its 
report said, without giving a new 
figure. 

TTie fall occurred at a time 
when overall Arab trade reached 
a 10-year' high of $244 billion in 
1992, compared with $230 billion 
in 1991, as a result of an increase 
in both exports and imports. 

Imports rose by 5.1 per cent to 
$107.6 billion .ana exports by 6.6 
per cent to $136.4 billion. Oil and 
gas accounted for most of the 
exports, standing at around $96 


billion. 


sought Arab common market. Its 


The AMF, the Arab League's calls for boosting trade have in- 
main lending institution, said tensified because of rising protec- 


Arab Gulf banks seen 
performing better in s 


inter-Arab exports stood at only 
7.3 per cent ot their total exports 
in 1992 compared with 9.1 per 


tionism and the emergence of 
new world blocs. 

“It bas become dear that re- 


cent in 1989. Imports also drop- gional blocs worldwide are in- | 
ped to 73 per cent from 10 per creasing and will remain the main 


cent. 

“This underlines the need for 
intensifying efforts to free track: 
among Arab countries,” the re- 
port said. 

Inter-Arab trade has remained 
below 15 per cent of the total 
Arab trade due to political rifts, 
Lack of funds in poor member 
states and customs barriers which 
persist despite a 20-year-old 
agreement on a free trade zone. 

The problem was exacerbated 
by the 1991 Gulf war as dealing 
was almost crippled by political 
differences between wealthy Gulf 
states and Arab countries seen as 
pro-Iraqi. 

The Arab League wants to 
boost inter-Arab trade as an 
essential step toward a long- 


pillar of the new international 
trade order,” according to AMF 
Chairman Osama Al Faqih. 
“This should prompt Arab states 
to increase trade cooperation and 
boost their competitive capabil- 
ity. ‘This could be done through 
bolstering links within regional 
Arab groupings with the aim of 
reaching a common market which 
will strengthen their negotiating 
position with world blocs.” 

The AMF is spearheading the 
efforts to bolster flagging trade 
among the League’s 21 members 
and it has created a $500 million 
fond for the purpose. 

But although it has a financing 
' capacity of $1 billion a year, the 
fund has extended only about 
$250 million since it was launched 
in Abu Dhabi three years ago. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
return of overseas funds and a 
Gulf business boom triggered by 
high government spending is set 
to boost profits of banks in the 
region to a record level in 1993, 
bankers said Saturday. 

Most banks in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
made record net profits in 1992 
due to a fall in interest rates on 
deposits .and a surge in credits 
and earnings are expected to be 
higher this year, the bankers said. 

“There is no doubt most banks 
will benefit from the economic 
upswing in the region due to 
higher government expenditure 
and a boom in the construction 
sector in all GCC states,” a Saudi 
bank manager told AFP. 

“Results so far show most 
Saudi banks performed better 
than the corresponding period of 
1992, mainly because they ex- 
tended more credits and large 


Imported mineral water quenching Japanese thirst 


TOKYO (R) — More and more 
health-conscious Japanese, dis- 
gusted at the poor quality of tap ( 


tion (JETRO) said in a report. 

Mineral water imports reached 
45,594 kOobtres (10 million gal- 
lons) in the year to March 1993, 


Sff’SSTSSME' TOWN'S 


trade organisation. 

“The quality of tap water gets 
worse and worse each year,- and 
consumers no longer insist paying 
money for good water,” the 
Japan External Trade Orgamsa- 


of foreign mineral water six years 
ago. 

French water — mostly Vittel, 
Volvic and Evian — accounted 
for nearly 90 per cent of the 


imports, . JETRO said. 

Japanese drank 345.594 kilo- 
litres (76 million gallons) of 
mineral water, both domestic and 
foreign, in 1992/93, 24 per cent up 
on the previous year. 

Japanese mineral water con- 
sumption remains low by West- 
ern standards. Per capita con- 
sumption in 1991/92, the latest 
year for which official figures are 
available, was 2.8 litres (0.6 gal- 


lon). compared with 102 litres (22 
gallons) in Italy, 96 litres (21 
gallons) in Belgium, 88 litres (19 
gallons) in Germany and 77 litres 
(17 gallons) in France, the JET- 
RO report said. 

Nevertheless, JETRO said 
Japan's per capita consumption 
could grow to around 10 Wes 
(two gallons) “in the foreseeable 
future.” 


funds have returned to the banks 
from abroad,” he said. 

Except for Kuwait, the other 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar,- and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
projected higher expenditure in 
1993 despite a persistent deficit in 
their budgets. 

The biggest rise was is Saudi 
Arabia, where projected expend- 
iture stood at $52.5 billion in 1993 
compared with $48.1 billion in 

1992. In the UAE it rose to $4.79 
biUioir from S4.72 billion. Else- 
where the increase ranged be- 
tween $200 and $500 million.. 

State spending in the GCC has 
remained the main factor in eco- 
nomic growth given the limited 
role of the private sector, which 
still accounts for less than 35 per 
cent of the gross domestic pro- 
duct. 

In Kuwait, banks are expected 
to perform better as they benefit 
from reconstruction financing 
while in Saudi Arabia, bankers 
reported an unprecedented boom 
in building and industrial pro- 
jects. 

- According to Henry Azzam, 
chief economist at the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank, con- 
struction grew by 4.9 per cent in 
1990, by 8.9 per cent in 1991 and 
20 per cent in 1992 and was 
expected to further expand in 

1993. 

“Several projects, for which 
billions of riyals have been ear- 
marked, are still in their first 


stages." he said. “These a 
added to huge allocations in ;) 
1993 budget covering defenc 
health, infrastructure and oih 
projects.” 

Government allocations f 
construction alone stood 
around $7.5 billion but aett 
spending is expected to be mu 
higher, Mr. Azzam said. 

Bankers said credits in t 
GCC were expected to exce 
those extended in 1992, wh 
they stood at nearly $67 biliie 

“Banks will also largelv bene 
from the return of overse 
foods, which were reflected ir 
large growth in deposits. Es 
mates for 1992, show they ha 
gown by around 12 per cent 
$95 billion.” a UAE banker sai 

In the UAE, more than S 
billion in public and private fui 
are expected to be pumped i 
construction over the coming 
years, according to the Emiri 
Contractors Association. 

The construction boom : 
low interest rates on depo 
were the main reasons for 
record profits made by most G 
banks in 1992. 

In Saudi Arabia, bank pro 
soared by 73 per cent to S' 
million in 1992 from $565 mill 
in 1991. In the UAE profits ol 
national banks jumped by aroi 
50 per cent to $460 million fr 
$307 million. Some Kuwaiti ba 
also reported profits for the f 
time since the 1990 Iraqi in 
sion. 
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Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 
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in Jordan 
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anouk reverses split with U.N. 


i 
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PHNOM SNH (R) — Prince 
Norador banouk, in a letter to 
the head the United Nations 

peacekee ; in Cambodia, has 
reversed earlier decision to 
have .noth'; . more to do with the 
intematior 1 force. 

.In a sep ie letter to his son, 
Co-P^esick .• Norodom Ranar- 
iddh*, -Prince Sihanouk also 
seaqied aboM. to make a U-turn 
on. his refVal to return to the 
Cambodia throne he abdicated 
a 1955. 

Hours aTter sending off angry 
: acsimiles to U.N. peacekeeping 
■liief. Yasusht Akashi and 
^amb.odian political parties, 
Prince Sihanouk sent conciliatory 
messages. 

- “Owing to the affection and 
xatitude toward Akashi and 

U. N. Secretary General) Bout- 
os Ghali, I have the honour to 
sll you I accept to restore re la- 
ions with UNTAC,’’ Prince Siha- 
ouk said in a faxed letter to Mr. 
Lkashi obtained from the royal 

a lace Sjonday. 

“I will have the honour to 
icoive you in Peking on Sept. 

V, he said in the tetter, whidi 


palace sources said responded to 
a long letter sent by Akashi late 
Saturday. 

Few were surprised by the re- 
versal as Prince Sihanouk, bead 
of state until he resigned the chair 
of die Supreme National Council 
Saturday, is given . to abrupt 
changes of heart. 

He also has a track record of 
blurring the boundaries between 
public and private statements. 

A source dose to the Sihanouk 
camp said earlier letters, 
apparently sent in a fit of pique, 
were intended to be private 
although copies were faxed to 
news agencies in Peking, where 
Prince Sihanouk is currently in 
residence. 

Prince Sihanouk sent the let- 
ters because he was upset by news 
reports that foreigners, in chiding 
officials of the United Nations 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC), had criticised the 
interim government's intention to 
restore the monarchy, the source 
said. 

“Sihanouk has always been 
very supportive of UNTAC. He 
just said if thafs the way they 


respond maybe I’ll let diem do 
the work alone,’' the source said. 

There has been friction be- 
tween Prince Sihanouk and UN- 
TAC during the international 
body’s presence in Cambodia, 
where in May it organised demo- 
cratic elections designed to end 
13 years of civil war. 

The volatile prince has criti- 
cised U.N. officials for meddling 
in Cambodian politics and tiying 
to shape the government that 
emerges from the democratic 
process, for instance by opposing 
his plan for an interim govern- 
ment. 

The U.N. is careful publicly to 
emphasise Prince Sihanouk’s im- 
portance for the future of the 
country, but officials privately 
e x p res s frustration at his frequent 
political gyrations. 

Prince Sihanouk also sent a 
letter to Prince Ranariddh, his 
eldest son and a co-leader of the 
interim government, that took 
die stuffing out of his earlier 
refusal to become king. 

“I have the right to make re- 
quests but I have no right to resist 
die wQl of die Cambodian peo- 


ple, who have already chosen 
their legal representatives in par- 
liament,'’ he said. 

Last week. Prince Ranariddh 
and Co-President Hun Sen pre- 
sented Mr. Sihanouk with a 
blueprint for Cambodia’s political 
future which would restore the 
throne as part of a constitutional 
monarchy. 

Prince Sihanouk turned down 
the idea without giving a very 
dear picture of what he envisaged 
as an alternative. In his tetter to 
Prince Ranariddh, be prevari- 
cated further. 

“I ask only one thing, that I not 
be implicated in the final decision 
of the National Assembly on 
issues concerned with the con- 
stitution,” he said. The Siha- 
noukist source said the prince did 
not want people to think he was 
pulling strings behind the scenes. 

The new letters did not say if 
Prince SQumouk would return to 
Phnom Penh on Sept. 15 as origi- 
nally planned. On Saturday he 
said he would stay in Peking until 
he received a faxed oath from the 
National Assembly asserting his 
position as head of ? *te. 


X§o Congress returns to face more controversy 


J - 'ASrtlNGTON (R) — After 
rangGig most of the year over 
v ; - ‘.S. F trident Bill Clinton's eoo- 
mur,. plan. Congress returns 
.‘one-month summer recess 
is week to face more fights over 

* ade. health care and crime. 
-'The Senate reconvenes Tues- 
’ -*y to vote on the nomination of 

•ycelyn Elders as surgeon gener- 

• ; The House of Representatives 
hick Wednesday. 

.. 'Sdrr.e; critics of Dr. Elde-.s — 
Outspoken advocate of abor- 
sn rights and birth control — 
y they' expect her to be con- 
raed despite their objections. 
Mr. Clinton seems sure to face 
ich tougher battles on other 
..ire#- Democrats have a 56-4-* 
majority and control the 
„ 253 to 175 with one 


■ ajj^r.dent. 
> InVoresic 


president's plan to cut the 
tige; ^deficit through tax in- 
•oscs-and spending cuts passed b y 
-.iyTtrcr votes in the House ar.d 
“ s in the Senate just before the 
ig. 6 recess. 


Now he wants Congress to 
ratify the hotly contested North 
American free trade agreement 
(NAFTA) — an uphill political 
fight — reform health care and 
approve a tough crime bill. 

Any one of these would be a 
major achievement. 

“Many people say Pm pushing 
too hard for change,” Mr. Qi 
ton said in a recent broadcast. ‘ . 
have faith that together we can 
make real the promise of demo- 
cracy for all Americans.'' 

The major business for Con- 
gress in September will be 
approving money needed to run 
government agencies in the fiscal 
year that begins Oct. 1 . Only one 
of the 13 separate appropriations 
bills have been passed and there 
is pressure to make further 
spending cuts, especially in de- 
fence. 

Foreign policy win also get 
p.^nty of attention. There is 
growing concern about U.S. 
military involvement in Somalia 
and frustration over the war in 


!•' 


Bosnia. 

Senate Republican leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas sent Mr. Clinton 
an open tetter last week urging 
him to withdraw U.S. forces from 
Somalia and focus instead on a 
firmer , stand in Bosnia. 

The president won on the 
budget without any Republican 
votes, but be may prt more Re- 
publican support for NAFTA 
than from his fellow Democrats. 

Many Democratic leaders have 
joined organised labour and 1992 
pr lential candidate Ross Perot 
m r sing the trade pact, fear- 
in will move jobs to Mexico 
v e wages are lower. 

Dole, Mr. Clinton’s chief 
c. onent on the budget bill, has 
be.ome bis top ally on NAFTA, 
predicting the pact will create a 
tree trade zone including the Un- 
ited States, Canada and Mexico 
and that it can be passed. 

“I think iv the Senate — I can't 
speak for the House, where it’s 
probably going to be very dose — 


we have enough votes f we' can 
fa mish 34 or 35 Republicans,” 
Sen. Dote said in a television 
interview. 

Mr. Clinton has also expressed 
confidence, saying that once 
members of Congress examine 
the pact they will support it. 

Sen. Dote said be would try to 
cooperate on health care reform 
and the crime bill. Mr. Clinton 
will announce his health prog- 
ramme, put together by his wife 
Hillary, m about two weeks. 

“I want to work, with the presi- 
dent where we (Republicans) 
can,” Sen. Dole said. “We've got 
issues like NAFTA, health care, 
where we hope we can be 
helpful.” 

Both parties want to cut health 
costs and extend medical insur- 
ance to all Americans, but differ 
on how. to do it 

Overshawdownmg almost ev- 
ery congressional action is the 
November 1994 election when all 
435 House seats and 33 of 100 
Senate slots will be at stake. 
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exporters of Bhutto, Sharif clash 

ARACHI (AFP) — Police were called in to restore order at an 
setion rally held by former Premier Nawaz Sharif when his 
— ^>rtere clashed with workers of his arch • al. ; P.hutto, 

sources said Sunday. The fighting erupted when the rival 
/ "ikistan Peoples Party (PPP) workers started chanting anti-Sharif 
, . ->gans during the election meeting in Ms. Bhutto's home town of 
, ; *s:}ipn£3 late Saturday, they said. Trie chanting PPP -ntbusiasts were 
. " .fleJfcdbY irate supporters of Mr. S«v ■; !i t J.-g of 

^-nationwide campaign to recapture p-~wer ir, ...... t month s polls. 

‘ * r .ys sources said police intervened with a fight baton-charge and 
( ; der was restored when Mr. Sharif took to the dais and asked the 
j ' Aiea -not to beat the crowd. No one was hurt in the scuffle or the 
. * ’ iice action, they added. 

farina dam collapse toll hi '’***’ 

! 1 1 iE3NG (AFP) — The death toll in the Aug. 17 Gouhou Dam 
j ‘ pastier has risen to 290, up from the earlier reported 252 dead and 
* , *1. injured, the People’s Public Security News said Sunday. The 
. ; wspaper, whidi did not specify whether the new figure was a final 
> jnt of the victims, said four police were among the dead. Some 400 
' ; " uses' were swept away by the dam waters leaving 3,000 homeless, 
; '■ paper added. 

,. ; fth Sino-Brltish talks end 

’ ; ' KING (R) — China and Britain Sunday aided their 10th round of 
, ■ ; xS oh Hong Kong’s political reforms but there was fittie indication 
their outcome. British Ambassador Sir Robm McLaren told 
j ; ■ triers outside his residence that the talks only dealt with the issue 
Hong Kong’s electoral system. “We have been discussing 
; •stance. I do not tfaink I want to say if there was progress or not. I 
. J that is not very helpful when I do ...I do not want to comment on 
\ - 'Stance,” said Sir Robin, who is rarely forthcoming about the 

■ si live talks. “I do not think I would like to characterise them but I 
j . tk it would not be fair to say they are totally standing still,” he 

■ i. The British embassy later said in a statement that the lit’ 
nd of talks will be held in Peking on Sept. 8 and 9 but gave r. 
her details. 

, . pan typhoon probable toll now 46 

1 ICYO(R) — Typhoon Yancy tailed off Sunday after lashing Japan 
i days of violent winds and heavy rains that left at least 46 people 


1 _ 


.finned or presumed dead, police said. At least 37 people were 
-*d, nine unaccounted for and 155 injured in southern Japan, 
cc said. With the help of power shovels, hundreds of rescue 
•kits' continued to search for people buried in a huge mudslide 
• zyr&d Friday by torrential rains in Kinpo, Kagoshima on the* 
them island of Kyushu. Of the 20 people trapped in the rubble, 16 
:es had so far been recovered, police said. The others were feared 
. 'J. 

rebel among 25 killed in Kashmir 

N/.GAR, India (AFP) — Indian security forces have shot dead 
hmir's most wanted Muslim guerrilla leader, police said here but 
tants denied the daim. Ahsan Dar, 36, chief of the outlawed 
'lira Mujahedeen, was slain in a gunbattle at Tangmarg, 35 
metres north of this summer capital of Kashmir state. Inspector 
.icrsi of Police A.K. Stiri said. Mr. Dar managed to stagger from 
'urea, but died in neighbouring Phulwama district, Suri said. “He 
■zds" the officer said. “But we have not found his body.” But Mr. 

: 's militant colleagues denied the -report, although they themselves 
' admitted earlier in the day that be was dead and poured into the 
its of this city firing in the air to denounce the tilting. Police said 
a other militants also died in the Tan gmar g gunbattle. 

Tsders arrested in Rio slum massacre 

“■!, DJE JANEIRO (AFP) — A military police captain was arrested 
' ; rday and accused of ordering the massacre of 21 people in a 
' ■ tytbwn in western Rio, police said. A lower-ranking officer was 
asfested. police said. Authorities announced the arrests of five 
ranking police officers Friday. The arrests were the first since 
ved gunmen armed with assault rifles stormed the Vigario Genii 
tytbwn in western Rio before dawn August 30 and fatally. shot 21 
•lei many of them in their beds. Police said Captain Agmualdo 
■ so) Ruas had been assigned to protea one of the key witnesses 
:e- slayings who until Thursday was in hospital. 


Arms cache found near Managua 

MANAGUA (AFP) — Authorities have discovered a huge weapon 
each** belonging to Guatemala guerrillas on the outskirts of 
' * -gua 'he government said Saturday. A Guatemalan and a 
Guatemalan-born Nicaraguan were arrested near the underground 
cache on a hilltop outside the capital, said Assistant Interior 
Secretary Frank Cesar. He said the rebel arsenal, discovered Friday, 
was perirap* the largest on record in Nicaragua and that President 
vio- »* ' hc.,.i ■ • ;• !«ad notified her Guatemalan counterpart, Ramiro 
De Leon Carp.o, about the find. The cache included six rocket 
launchers, three grenade launchers, 1,000 rifles and machine guns, 
100 electronic detonators, five cannons, 22 mortars, an anti-aircraft 
machine gun an almost a million rounds of various ammunitions, 
M; *sar said. T 1 --? weaponry, discovered 12.5 kilometres south of 
hiauiigua, belonged to the leftwing Guatemalan National ..evolu- 
tionary Unit, or URNG by its Spanish acronym, Mr. Cesar said. 

India to probe U.S. ties with China 

NEW DELHI (R) — India and China, whose relations improved 
derisively after the collapse of the Sovta Union, will discuss ways 
next week to get along with the United States, diplomats and 
politicians said Sunday, Indian opposition leaders said they had given 
a rare unanimous mandate to Prune Minister P.V. Narasimhu Rao to 
improve relations with China during his three-day visit to Peking 
starting Monday. But, they said, differences over India's future ties 
with tire United States had sharpened recently after Washington 
pressured Russia to cancel a cryogenic rocket engine deal with New 
Delhi. The United States also announced sanctions last month 
against China and Pakistan, charging Peking with transferring 
forbidden missile technology to Islamabad. Indian analysts sai^ that 
Washington’s move was as arbitrary as its steps against India's rocket 
deal. “The United States has provided sufficient motivation to India 
and China to get together in opposing U.S. begemorrism,” said K. 
Subramanyam, a defence expert dose to the government 

Fighting breaks out in eastern Liberia 

vfONROVlA, Liberia (AP) — Fighting broke out in eastern Liberia 
md has spilled over for the first time into Ivory Coast. The United 
Nations and the Ivorian interior minister gave conflicting accounts of 
the skirorisbes along tire Ivorian border. The differences couldn’t be 
immediately reconciled. A U.N. statement said the dashes, which 
broke a six-week-old peace pact brokered by the world body, were 
serious. But Ivory Coasts interior minister, Emile Constant Bombet, 
said tbe fighting oq the Ivorian border was “an isolated incident” that 
took place Tbmsday at a refugee camp of Liberians. Half of Liberia's 
3.2 ntilfion people are refugees or displaced in their own country. 

‘Hu • d could face treason charges’ 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain's Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd could 
face charges of treason for signing die Maastricht Treaty on doser 
European union, the Sunday Telegraph newspaper reported here. 
Rodney Atkinson, a businessman and occasional advisor to Con- 
servative minsters, wants- to press charges against the foreign 
secretary at a court bearing in Hexham, northeast England, 
Thursday, the papa* said. Mr. Atkinson, a virulent critic of the 
European Community, believes Mr. Hurd and Francis Maude, tbe 
former junior treasury minister who co-signed toe treaty on the 
government’s behalf, could be charged on seven counts under the 
1795 treason ad, the 1700 act of settlement, the 1953 Coronation 
Oath Ad and case law that no parliament may bind its successor. Mr. 
Atkinson, who is assisted in his action by a leading member of the 
right-wing Freedom Association, argues that Mr. Hurd and Mr. 
Maude have made the queen a citizen of another state (the E.C.), 
contrary to the Treason A a, and that the British people have, 
without their consent, been made citizens of another state, whidi can 
tax them. 

Mobutu ‘plans election’ for December 

PAIUS (AP)-— President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire plans to call an 
election for December and says the prospect of losing power after 28 
years doesn't scare him, according to an interview published 
Saturday. Mr. Mobutu has been the target of a vigorous though 
divided opposition movement for several years as his country’s 
economy collapsed. Western countries have cut off aid, and be has 
been forced to share power with his political rival. Prime Minister 
Etienne Tshisekedi. 



RNAL SERVICES FOR MARCOS: APHest 

(left) flanked by the sister of the late Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos, Fortmxa Barba, re- 
dies prayers over the open casket of the late 
president. Preparations began to take Mr. Ma- 
as’s body back to be buried m the Vfaffippcnes. 
Dozens of people {Bed by tbe body of Mr. Marcos 


Saturday durtog final services in Hawaii. A crowd 
of about 406 partially filled the awfitorinm of a 
local high school hi Honotnln to pay their last 
respects to Mr. Marcos, whose body lay to a black 
lacq uered casket with gold handles on thenmfitor- | 
arm stage, surrounded by tropical flowers (AFP 1 
photo) 


Kremlin spins Russo-Ukraine 
arms deal against parliament 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, backed by a deal 
with Ukraine that looks Iopsided- 
fy in Russia’s favour, is rebuilding 
an image of strength as be goes 
into “decisive” battle with his 
political opp o nent s in Moscow. 

With a combination of forceful 
attacks on his foes — notably 
Vice President Alexander Ruts- 
koi — and patriotic appeals for 
saving the “prestige” of the state, 
Mr. Yeltsin has sought to mini- 
mise openings for new assaults on 
tbe Kremlin. 

This was especially evident 
Saturday, hours after Mr. Yelt- 
sin's return from the Russo* 
Ukrainian summit in Yalta, when 
his spokesman released a state- 
ment stating the president was 
the only leader in a position to 
protect Russia's interests. 

The Yalta accords “dearly 
show who can effectively defend 
Russia's national interests, the 
inte re sts of the Rmsaa people the 
interests of tbe Russian army and 
navy, the interests of Russian 
minorities in former Soviet re- 
publics,” tbe statement said. 

It asserted. that efforts by .the 
conservative parliament to discre- 
dit Mr. Yeltsin and the govern- 
ment were “even more ridicu- 
lous, speculative and unscrupu- 
lous” against tbe backdrop of Mr. 
ldtsm’s achievement with the 
Ukraine accord. 

At the Yalta meeting, Ukraine 
agreed to transfer its nuclear 
weapons to Russia for disman- 
ement and to cede part or all of 
its share of the Black Sea Beet in 
exchange for financial compensa- 
tion and debt relief from Russia, 
officials said this weekend. 

Although the deal worked out 
at Yalta is still subject to formal 
signature, ratification by parlia- 
ments and a host of modifica- 
tions, the Kremlin has held it up 
as both an emblem of Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s unrivalled competence and 
the legislature’s general inepti- 
tude. 

“It is becoming more and more 
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Boris Yeltsin 
evident that the present < 
tion of the Supreme Soviet 
fiament) has exhausted its [ 
al and moral authority,” the 
statement said. 

The Yalta accord, and the 
Kremlin’s inte r pretation of it. 
came several days after Mr. Yelt- 
sin issued a decree — immediate- 
ly contested by the parliament 
mdjefened to tbe constitutional 
court. — suspending Mr.. Rutskoa 
pending the outcome off a corrup- 
tion probe. 

The decree and tbe action itself 
were fraught with legal and con- 
stitutional intricacies and were 
viewed by analysts more as a 
potent symbolic attack on Mr. 
Rutskoi than as a practical de- 
privation of power, which Mr. 
Rntskoi lacks anyway. 

•t . as aho seen u- a tresn 
demonstration of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
readiness to enter tbe fray with 
his fiercest political opponents 
and, as the president said himself, 
t 2’* 1 ‘‘decisive” s'- nrv- 
tr.crn out of government. 

Mr. Rutskoi has been an out- 
spoken critic of Mr. Yeltsin for 
the past six months and opinion 
polls have placed his popularity 
roughly on a par with that of the 
president. 

During the weekend, Russian 
Television repeatedly broadcast 


footage of Mr. Yeltsin inspecting 
troop units near Moscow earlier 
in the week, reinforcing the im- 
age of a tough-minded president 
confronting a self-serving, incom- 
petent parliament. 

Commenting on the legisla- 
ture’s decision Friday to refer his 
decree suspending Mr. Rutskoi to 
the constitutional court, Mr. 
Yeltsin said only that “this testi- 
fies to the fact the Cjpreme 
Soviet knows neither the con- 
stitution nor the laws.” 

At die same time. Kremlin 
aides said they had overcome 
lingering resistance from regional 
administrations to the approval of 
a new, unified draft constitution 
and predicted rapid p rogress to- 
ward its adoption tins autumn. 

Parliament was expected to re- 
sume its counter-attacks on the 
Kremlin from Friday, die start of 
the next (denary session. 

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment's decision to give Russia 
its part of tbe Blade Sea Fleet 
could run into trouble in die 
country’s unruly parliament — 
and on the streets. 

Diplomats say it also is likely to 
demoralise a population already 
battered by the effects of econo- 
mic collapse. 

President Leonid Kravchuk 
admitted he made the conces- 
sions under duress from Russian 
leaders pressing Ukraine to make 
good on debt repayments, mainly 
for gas and oil. 

But Mr. Kravchuk also indi- 
cuiei he would fight hard to 
defend the deal and accused 
opponents of ignoring disastrous 
economic realities. 

A dejected-looking Deputy 
. ■ me Minister Valery Shmarov, 
however, told a news conference 
in Kiev Saturday: “The Russian 
proposals were totally unex- 
pected. No one bad ever discus- 
sed such an option before.” 

“We shall take all measures to 
make implementation of tins Mos- 
cow model more beneficial to 
Ukraine.” 


Gorbachev calls for Russian elections 


LONDON (R) — Former Soviet . 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev said 
Sunday that Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin bad failed to intro- 
duce re for ms and be called for a 
general election in Russia later 
this year. 

“I think Yeltsin really has 
failed, in a big way, in a major 
way. Therefore I am now calling 
for a solution in the form of early 
elections of the president and of 
the Supreme Soviet,” he said 
during an interview with David 
Frost on British Broadcasting 
ion Television. 

■- Gorbachev, who led the 
Soviet Union from communism 
to democracy during his seven 
years in power, said elections 
were necessary because Russia 
has been drifting without political 
direction since Jane 1992. 

When asked when the election 
should be held, he replied 
through an interpreter: “I say in 
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late autumn at the latest. Tbe 
situation is still under some con- 
trol but the situation could be- 
come so bad that no elections 
could be held if they are delayed. 
So there is still a chance to find a 
constitutional solution to tbe 
problem, that is to say elections.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, who was 
ousted after an abortive right- 
wing coup in August 1991 and 
now beads die Gorbachev {found- 
ation, a Russian think tank, said 
Mr. Yeltsin tried to pursue re- 
forms too quickly. 

“Even now when I speak very 
critidalty of tbe policies of Presi- 
dent Yeltsin’s government and 
tbe results of his policies I never 
until now have questioned bis 
co mmitmen t to reform. But tbe 
coarse that he chose was not the 
coarse that really could assure the 
success of reform,” he said. 

“You cannot do tilings very 
quickly. You cannot change tbe 
minds of 300 million people so 


quickly. Their minds were frill of 
other things. You have to give 
them time to understand bow 
they should use freedom and 
that's very complicated.” 

When asked if he thought Mr. 
Yeltsin be reelected, be said: “I 
think his time has passed. I think 
that he has exhausted his poten- 
tial, unfortunately, very quickly 
and he is bang manipulated now 
...by certain political groups and 
he is confused. He doesn’t know 
what to do.” 

He added there was no doubt 
the Yeltsin era was over. But Mr. 
Gorbachev, who played one of 
toe biggest roles in ending more 
than four decades of cold war, 
expressed optimism for toe future 
of Ru ssia. “So far as ' the' long-term 
perspective I am absolutely an 
optimist because Russia has had 
times of even greater trouble in 
its thousands years of history and 
it always recovered.” 


Pope hails Lithuanian struggle for freedom 


VILNIUS, Lithuania (R) — Pope 
John Paul paid moving tribute 
Sunday to those killed in 
Lithuania's struggle for inde- 
pendence from Soviet rale and 
said communism's attempt to 
deny man’s thirst for God was a ■ 
miserable failure. 

The Polish Pope prayed before 
the flower-bedecked marble- 
graves of 13 nationalists who died 
when Soviet troops attacked de- 
monstrators in the capital Vilnius 
in January 1991. 

Beside them were graves of 
seven Border Guards Killed by 
unknown assailants in July that 
year, only three weeks before a 
hardline Kremlin coup daring 
which the Baltics finally severed 
their ties with Moscow. 

As light rain fell on the Anta- 
kaliris Cemetery, tbe Pope bailed 
the dead as final victims of 
Lithuania’s painful past. 


Speaking less than a week after 
toe last Russian troops left die 
Baltic country, the Pope said die 
martyrs of independence in 1991 
marked toe definitive end of an 
experience made up of suffering, 
injustice, and repression. 

He praised Lithuanians, a 
mainly Roman Catholic people 
who proved uncompromising in 
fighting Soviet Communist rule. 
The Baltics won independence 
from Moscow in 1991. 

The 73-year-old Pontiff, on bis 
first visit to countries of tbe for- 
mer Soviet Union, thanked them 
for “refuting to bend before toe 
dark and relentless waves of a 
violence which ignored God and 
debased humanity.” 

Soviet authorities turned down 
tile Pope’s several requests to 
visit Lithuania in toe 198Cs be- 
cause they feared he would rally 


nationalist sentiment in the same 
way as his native Poland, which 
became the first East Bloc couu- 
ijryto overthrow communism in 

The Pope, who Saturday called 
for reconciliation between “win- 
ners and losers” in post-Com- 
munist countries, warned of toe 
dangers of what he called “sinis- 
ter new adventures, undertaken 
“pder the blind impales of ideolo- 
of national pride. 

“May brothers and sisters in 
toe faith never again become 
pnemtes because of self-interest, 



t visit 

J-atwa and Estonia on tins trip, 
gter held an open-air mass at 

Vilnius Vingi n park. 


India shed* one 
more colonial legacy 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Lttmn 
entering an Indian court bow 
reverentially to tbe judge, art 
begin their arguments by addres- 
sing him as “My Lord" or“Yow 
Lordship.” But that' tkaStta, 
which British cofo m afittt broagfa 
here 200 years ago* is about fa 
end. The country's top body of 
lawyers, the Bar Coontil of lada, 1 
informed the chief justice of die 
Supreme Court tim they font 
voted down this tratotioa mid told 
him to endorse their decision. 
The Bar Councfl wrote to Sup. 
re me Court Chief Justice M.N. 
Venkatacbaliab and told him m 
formally replace the colonial 
form of addressing judges with 
the words “sir” or “Your Hon- 
our.” The change b n eed ed , the 
Bar Council said, became judges 
are no longer the nominees of 
kings or queens. “The Americans 
have shown that we don’t need 
these verbal trappings or these 
dresses to maintain the'dignity of 
toe courts,” said Rakcsh Luthra, 
a British-educated Indian lawyer 
who practises in the Supreme 
Court. After independence in 
1947, India not qtdy modelled its 
courts on the British system, tut 
also retained the customs and 
codes of conduct introduced by 
its former colonial rulers. AH 
courts, from federal to local, st& 
conduct all their sessions in En- 
glish. Despite the sweltering beat 
of the long summer months, 
lawyers in the high courts said the 
Supreme Court still wear black 
jackets, starched white shirts with 
winged collars and Made robes. 
Women lawyers are not pernat-, 
ted to wear trousers jnd nave to 
dress in the traditional Indian 
Sari and a high -collared Mouse. 

Altman picked one 
of favourites at 
Venice festival 

ROME (AP) —The 50th Venice 
Film Festival Saturday screened 
Robert Altman’s Short Cuts, 
favoured by many critics to win 
the Golden Lion first pros. The 
film by the veteran American 
director, drawn from short stories 
by Raymond Carver, is a mosaic 
of tbe daily dramas about the 
lives of oramaxy people in Los 
Angeles. The cast includcs- 
gravel-voiced singer Tom Waits, 
and actors Andie McDowell, Hm 
Robbins and Jack Lemmon, who 
has a nroc-zninute monologue. 
The torector of last year’s hit 
movie The Player aS weil as NMsh- 
ville aod The Long Goodbye, 
Altman told reporters that the 
movie “is my bat work so far.” 
The theme of mothers — cruel, 
op pressive, jealous — already 
toadied on m the fihns of Liliana 
Cavam and Aline bsennas dur- 
ing tile festival is taken up again 
by Argentine director Maria 
Luisa Demberg. Her film “De 
Eso No Se Habla" (We Can’t 
Talk About This) is also in the 
competition. It shows a mother so 
powerful that she conceals from a 
village the fact that her daughter 
is a dwarf. A rich, eating Marcel- 
lo Mastroianni falls in love with 
toe gjri, who ultimately rejects 
him to run away with a circus. 

Dogfish bites man 

VALENCIA, Spain (R) — 
Beaches in Spain’s Mediterra- 
nean province of Valencia were 
on alert aftera fish fat tbe toes off 
a 69-year-old man’s foot, El Pais 
newspaper reported. Marine ex- 
perts quoted on Spanish national 
radio said tbe creature was prob- 
ably a dogfish, a small member of 
tbe shark family. El Pais said 
Jorge Durich Heredia lacked the 
1.5 metre (five foot) fish when it 
swam at him, but it attacked. 
Exiting the toes of his left foot and 
biting him in the thigh. Mr. 
Durich, a retired doctor, made a 
tourniquet with the cord of his 
swimming trunks and swam 200 
metres back to shore. 


Japanese feel 
the pinch 

TOKYO (AFP) — Only a pah 

4.8 per cent of Japanese feel tin 
“ vcs improved during ti 
stow economic recovery over ti 
jast year, a government pi 
showed Sunday, It was tile sou 
lest ratio in 35 years since ti 
government started the arum 
survey on the livelihood 
Japanese in 1958 and compar 
with 7.6 per cent for last year, t 
prune minister’s office sai d C 
toe other hand, 18^ per cent ss 
toetr bring standards bad dra 
ped since a year ago, the offi 
am. An overwhelming majorj 

they belonged to ti 
^modle class" of Japanese sod 
ty with tbe ratio standby al 9C 
per cent, fittie changed from 9C 

ST *55* W the pi 

showed. The office conductedti 
swvity cm 10,000 adults in M 
™ “nt of them i 

spondoL The poll also show 
mat 17.7 per cent believed ft 
their livelihood would msaro 

USiLH' 3 cent 

stofard of bring would deeft 

■ CCDl expected 

mawtera their statos quo. Sti 

69.8 per cent said they felt pa 

their current bring sfa 
changed from 6S 
per cent for fas t year. 
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Rainey badly hurt in crash 

MISANO (AFP) -r* World motorcycling champion "Wayne 
Rainey was seriously injured in a crash Sunday dtntng an Italian 
Grand Prix won by his Italian teammate Luca Cadalora. Rainey 
crashed on the 11th lap and his condition ~was as serious by the 
draiit doctor, who tod the Californian helicoptered to the 
nearest specialist hospital, atCesena, for further examination. 
Dr. Costa said Rainey tod broken' two vertebrae in the spill. 
Rainey, who started'on the 'front row of the grid, crashed out 
leaving SazokFs Kevin Schwantz and Cadalora to fight for the 

a with Australia's Michael Dooton. Doohan’s Honda 
i through the field for second place, but Schwantz was 
more than happy with third spot as be regained the overall lead 
with 219 points, just five ahead of Rainey. Cadaiora’s win was Ins 
second of the season following- his -success atDonington Park, 
England. Schwantz is now five points dear with two races left. 

ten French soccer fans arrested 

PARIS (R) — French police have arrested 10 soccer fans in 
connection with violence at a Paris stadium Last month in which 
several policemen were injured, court sources said Sunday. The 
samces said those arrested were aged between 18 and 30 and were 
supporters of French first division dub Paris St Germaft. They 
could face trial for rebellion, conspiracy, attacking police officers, 
damaging property and theft, said the sources. The violence 
flared after a match between Paris St Germain and Caen at the 
Parc Des Princes Stadium in Paris August 28. France is anxious to 
stamp out soccer violence because it is due to host the 1998. World 
Cup. 

Jordan is tops with Australian youngsters 

BRISBANE (AP) — American basketball star Michael Jordan is 
the' most ' popular sporting hero with Australian youngsters, . 
according to a survey released Sunday. The survey of more than 
600 Students at high schools across Queensland State found 
Jordan was more popular than home-grown heroes like rugby 
league star Allan Langer, Australian cricket captain Allan Border 
ana golfer Greg Neuman. Students were given a list of leading 
spotting personalities and asked to rank them in order of 
popularity in the survey, condocted-by the Sunday Mail newspap- 
er. Chicago Bulls star Jordan polled 1,375 points, ahead of rugby 
league Stars Langer (1,051), Wally Lewis (798) and Willie Caxne 
(726). Another American basketball player, Shaxnnlie O'Neal, 
was fifth, with 597. . 

Karpov, Timman meet for official title 

PARIS (AFP) — Russia’s Anatoly Karpov and Dutchman Jan 
T hn t n a n meet Monday in the Dutch town of Zwolle for the first 
game in the “other” world chess championship, die official 
contest backed by the World Chess Federation (FIDE).. The 
meeting is certain to be overshadowed by the match be ginni ng 
Tuesday in London between the current world' champion Garry 
Kasparov and Britain's Nigel Short who defeated both Karpov 
and Timman to earn the right to challenge for the world title. 
FIDE invited Karpov, 42, and Timman, 41, to compete for the 
.tide after it disowned Kasparov and Short for announcing that 
they would make their own arrangements for the staging of the 
championship final, in a dispute over bow the venue was to be 
chosen. FIDE, which has orgjanised the world chess championship 
since 1948, has strode Kasparov and Short .from its official listings. 

Alfonso gives Real Madrid flying start 

PAMPLONA, Spain (R) - — Real Madrid striker 'Alfonso Perez 
scored twice to help Ins team to a 4-1 win at Osasuna in a flying 
start to the Spanish soccer season Saturday. Real Madrid, first 
division rramerstup lastje^on, had won only ..two of their 
previous 10 patches ^gp^pt flsaaina in j^anpplong- They played A 
fluid attacku*R-gaxne and did. not appearto miss injured Chilean 
striker. Ivan Zamorano. iAlfehso scored his first goal' in the 44th 
minute and added his second minutes later to give Real Madrid a 
241 lead. Emilio Butragneno scored in the 70th minute and Michel 
Gonzalez hammered m a penalty in the 84th minute to put the 
visitors 4-0 in front. Osasuna's Yugoslav defender Pedrag Spasic, 
a former Real Madrid player, gave the home team its only goal 
two minutes later with a king shot that beat goalkeeper Francisco 
Buyo. 

Warhurst transfers to Blackburn 


BLACKBURN (AP) — After falling to reach an agreement three 
weds ago, English Premier League soccer teams Sheffield 
Wednesday and Blackburn have worked out a transfer deal for 
Paul Waiters*. Warhurst, who scored six goals for Wednesday 
last season, will join Blackburn for 2.75 million pounds ($1.12 
million) pending the results of a medical checkup. He is expected 
to debut for his new team Saturday. Warhurst was primarily a 
defenseman during his firsts Vt years in die league, but was called 
info emergency service on the front line at the end of last season 
and helped Wednesday to the finals of the League Cup and the 
Football Association Cup. 
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the aucti o n. 

West started the que en of dm- 
moods, taken by dnaaiaa^s ace. De- 

darer kd-a tramp to the king and 
did not faHy a pprec ia te what was in 
stoia when West discarded a dnb. In 
feet, tfe contract coold no loncar be 
- made! Declarer croaaed to the queen 
of ' spades, finessed the nine of 
tramps, cashed the ace and then, 
tried to <£scard a dob on spades. 
Unfortunately. East raffed the sec- 
ond spods and declarer still bad to 
«mrwiiW three dob tricks — down 
obe. • • • 

As lots as there is a tr amp in 
dammgr, the defenders <««««* take 
more than two dub tikis and a 
trump . With a combined hddrnj of 
aide tramps, the odds favor -drop- 
ping the qneen in two rounds, but in 
this *T*T*r t * r! * d e c lar er should have 
been wHfing to concede a tramp 
trick for the greater good. At trick 
tun, declarer should have taken a 
tramp finesse. 

If it loses, the defenders can cash 
pitfr two dub-trick*, tat South will 
take the rest of the tricks. If it wins 
and West fellow*, declarer draws 
tramps and If it. wins and 

West show* out, declarer crosses to 
tiie table with a spade, repeats the 
fi n supo, draws tramps and 1$ tricks 
'roll in. 


U S. Open 

Sampras, Chang charge through 

Rain wipes out most of schedule 


NEW YORK (AFP) — On a day 
when rain slowed the tempo of 
die United States Tennis Open, 
second-seeded Pete Sampras 
sped into the fourth round of the 
men's singles with a straight-set 
victory over unsebled French- 
man Amaud Boetsch. 

Sampras, whose afternoon 
match was rescheduled for the 
night session because of rain de- 
lays totalling four arid a half 
boors, took just one and a half 
hours to beat Boetsch 64, 6-3, 

6 - 1 . 

“I served pretty well today, 
and I returned a tittie bit better as 
die match wore on,” the Wimble- 
don champion said. 

Seventh-seeded Michael Chang 
had to work a little harder to 
come up with a 4-6, 64, 6-3, 64 
victory over German Berad Kar- 
bacber. 

Karbacfaer was up a break and 
had two break points to make it 
54 in the second but foiled to 
convert, leaving ti>e American 
relieved. 

“It is a very big deal,” he said 
of die match. “I was very fortun- 
ate to squeak oat of that second 
set.” 

Chang’s next opponent will be 
South African Wayne Ferreira, 
who beat German Marck Goell- • 
ner 64, 6-7 (1/7), 3-6, 64, 6-3, 
while Sampras will meet . 

Sweden's Thomas Enqvist, who 
upset Andre Agassi in the first 
round. 

Enqvist beat Zimbabwe’s 
Byron Black 6-3, 6-1, 6-1 to reach 
the round of 16 in his fust appear- 
ance in the event. 

Although cautious about his 
chances of going all the way, 

Enqvist was not prepared to write 
himself off. 

“I feel good,” he said. “I have 
good confidence. I am in very 
good shape. Now you just look at 
the next match, trying to win 
every match yon play/’ 

Sampras said he tbougth he 
knew what to expect from En- 
qvist. 

“T played him twice before and 
beat him both times,' but I think 
he has made a lot of improve- 
ments to his game,” Sampras _ 

said. “Obviously, I was suipnsed Michael Chang 
that he beat Andre. His first 

sefrve is really hat’d, ft will jrisfb£ Austria’s 12th -seeded Thomas 
a matter of m e ' S&'frng back” and Muster, whose match with Pat- 
being patient.'” '1„V, rick McEnroe was disrupted 



12 ranking is due largely to his 
success on clay, was the highest- 
seeded player left in his quarter 
of the draw after the spate of 
early upsets claimed Stefan 
Ed berg and Michael Stich. 

"Maybe Fm the most unex- 
pected (seed) left," said Master, 
who rarely plays hardcourt 
tournament because they are so 
damaging to the knee that was 
injured when he was hit by a car 
in 1989. 

He led 4-2 when file rain first 
started. Three and a half hours 
later, after several near-starts, 
tbe tWo players returned to play 
for 20 minutes: 

Then the slow drizzle started 





twice by tbe rain, finally won 64- 
.64, 64. 


They waited out another hour 
and then the weather finally 
cleared for good. 

McEnroe said the interruptions 
were not really a factor in the 
match. • 

“It’s difficult for everyone,” he 
said. “I don’t think it affected the 
way the match went. We both 
came out and played well after, 
the breaks.” 

Also in Muster’s quarter, 14th- 
seeded Alexander Volkov of 
Russia beat Amos Mansdorf 2-6, 
7-5, 64, 6-2. 

The two other Maleeva Sisters 
joined their sister Mannela 
Malecva-Fragniere in tbe fourth 
round with straight set victories. 

Tenth-seeded Magadalena 
Maleeva, at 18 the youngest of 
fiie trio, beat American Kimberly 
Po 2-6, 6-3, 64. 

Middle sister Katerina 
Maleeva, 24, defeated Gigi Fer- 
nandez 6-1, 6-1. 

Natalia Zvereva of Belarus up- 
set I6th-seed*d Zina Garrison 
Jackson of the United States 64, 
6-3 and in the next round meets 
20-year-old Argentinian Maria 
Jose Gaidano. 

Gakteno. the ‘lucky-kwer* who 
replaced ailing Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez in the draw, advanced with a 
2-6, 6-2, 6-3 victory over Austra- 
lian Jenny Byroe. 

The rain delays prevented com- 
pletion of the women’s third 
ro und. 

Second-seed Arantxa Sanchez 
and number three Martina Nav- 
ratilova had their marches post- 
.poned.as did 12th seed Helena 
Sokova and number 14 Nathalie 


Muster, whose world num&T ;,T$aziaL 


China’s National Games to boost Olympic bid 


BEIJING — A celebration of the 
Olympic spirit and patriotism 
marked file opening ceremony of 
China’s Seventh National Games 
Saturday evening, seen by many 
as a last chance to boost Beijing’s 
bid to host the 2000 Olympics. 

. “Five stars call for five rings,” 
sang wo Chinese pop stars, Wei 


Wei and Liu Huan at the end of 
the one-hour ceremony in the 
capital’s Workers' Stadiu. 

For those who did not im- 
mediately make the connection, 
the thousands of dancers in the 
stadium formed themselves into 
the shape of China's red flag with 
five stars which they then trans- 


FOR SALE 

Volvo, 740 GLE, 1988 model, in excellent condition, duty 
unpaid. Full options. Stick shift. 

For more Information, please call tel. 679490, 
P.S: Car has a warning system 


FOR SALE 

Ford Taurus 1989, customs duty unpaid, six cylin- 
ders, silver colour. Full options. 

Tel. 693615 


formed into the Olympic banner 
with its five rings. 

And just in case that was too 
subtle, a multicoloured laser 
show then got under way with a 
massive red neon sign spelling out 
the year 2000 as its centrepiece. 

Beijing is one of five cities 
bidding to host tbe tnrn-of-the- 
cennny games, with the ate to be 
chosen by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) in 
Monte Carlo September 23. 

On the official's stand were 11 
IOC delegates who had been 
welcomed prior to. tbe ceremony 
by Communist Party chief and 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin. 


Tbe themes of brotherhood, 
and Olympic spirit did not pre- 
vent, however, the organisers of 
the national games from operat- 
ing double standards when it 
came to ticket sales. 

Tickets for the opening cere- 
•mony were available to Chinese 
at 100,200 or 300 renminbi, while 
foreigners were expected to pay 
300 yuan in foreign exchange 
certificates which have an actu al 
value of 450 renminbi. 

Some observers wondered 
whether a similar discrepancy 
would be enforced should Beijing 
win the race to host the 2000 
Games. 


! 




''TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 



THE SCANDINAVIAN LADIES 

The Scandinavian Ladies of Amman will have their first 
General Meeting, for the new season, on the (8th) of 
September, at 10:00 am. at the Marriott Hotel. 

ALL MEMBERS, new members and guests are most 
welcome. 


SUPER DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

With an area of 250 square metres, consists of .3 
bedrooms one of which is master, spacious salon, sitting 
room, large veranda-water, electricity supplies and cen- 
tral heating are ail separate. The building has a lift 

Contact tel.: 817564 


THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 
sjU hold their September sonthly general meeting 

on Septeaber 6th at tbe Sarriott Hotel 
fron 10 an - Boon - 


FOR RENT 

Villas and apartments furnished 
and unfurnished for rent to the 
diplomatic families in west Amman. 

Tel . No. : 829063 ZAKI. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, telephone, central heating, 
intercom, modem furniture. 

Location: Very quiet area in JabaJ A1 Weibdeh. Annual rent only. 

For Information teL 622951 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED FLAT IN ABDOUN 

One bedroqm. Large srtting/dining room; 
modem kitchen. 

Interested please call 617666 


1993 Women’s Basketball'” 
Championship begins today j 

By Aleen fiannayan . . - | 

Special to the Jordan Tunes . ‘ ‘ . ! 

AMMAN — After a 15-month break, women’s basketball-teams 
return to competition Monday in the Kingdom's 1993 Women’s 
Basketball Championship, organised by the Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF). • 

This year too, only four teams will be competing in die 
two-week long tournament. They will be titleholdere, At Orfiuy. 
doxi, second-placed A! Ahli, A1 Jazireh, and newcomers Abu 
Nusair. Homentmen, who with the Kingdom's top two teams 
backed the JBFs move to reinvigorate the game in 1989. have' 
opted not to take part in this year's competition because oF the ' 
absence of many of their players. 

■ The competition, now held for the 4th straight year, is the only ' 
yearly activity the JBF provides for the country's women’s teams. 
This year’s competition was scheduled to take place in April. 
However, it was postponed four times before the JBF finally 
announced that it would begin Sept. 6. 

Despite tbe players’ and coaches’ disapproval of the usually 
crammed schedule and two-round championship which burdens 
players and does not provide enough matches in the once-a-year 
com p etition, tbe JBF seems to have not taken this into considera- 
tion — and to fiie players* discontent — the women's competition 
will be over before anyone notices that it actually took place. 

The JBF has repeatedly postponed the regrouping of the 
women's national team since the 1992 championship ended last 
May. Although the team was called for a meeting to agree upon a 
training schedule in January, the team was never regrouped 


A1 Orthodoxi had won the 1992 championship after easily 
defeating all-time rivals AJ Ahli 73-50 and 62-30. A1 Ahli finished 
second after two final minute victories of 4341 and 5249 over 
Homentmen. A! Jazireh clinched third place from Homentmen 
after defeating them 48-30. 

Hus season A1 Orthodoxi seem capable of retaining their title, 
thanks to an abundance of experienced players. A1 Ahli and Al 
Jazireh will seek to capture second place, while Abu Nusair seem 
destined to have a tough time, tbe first time around. 

Abo Nusair take pn Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli clash with Al 
Jazireh in the championship's opening matches Monday. 

SCHEDULE OF MATCHES 


Ttaafcp Sept. 14 
Rida? StfL |7 


fee- Sc*. » 
Toe. 8*L 21 
The. Sept. 23 


FIRST ROUND 

Ortbodul it Aba Nanrir 
AM w. Jjttireh 
Orthodox] n. Jazfeth 
Aba Nhnftr vs. AM 
Orthodoxi n. AM 
Jazireh vs. Aba Nonir 

SECOND ROUND 

Jnktfc vs. AM 
Aba N rad r vs. Orthodoxi 
AM vs. Aba Nassir 
Joxircfa vs. Orthodox] 
Aba Nasafr vs. Jashcfa 


(5 pas.— Orthodox! Court) 
(6 pun. — AM Coart), 
((pun.— Orthodox] Coart] 
(5 pun. — AM Court) 
((JO pjB. — Ahli Court) 

(5 pun. — Abb Coart) 


Jazireh vs. AM (fcttpun.— JSFHCoart) 

Iba Nasair vs. Orthodoxi (5 pun.— Orthodoxi Court; 
Ml vs. Aba Nassir (5 pun. —Orthodoxi Court 

Jsdrcfa vs. Orthodoxi (fiJOpun.— JSFHComtr 

Aba Nassir vs. Jszirtfa (fiJfpjn.— JSFfiCanrt) 

AM vs. Orthodoxi (&30 pun. Orthodoxi Coart) 


REQUIRED 

Experienced, part-time 

teachers of: 

English as a foreign language 

applicants must have English as a first language. 

For further details please call: 
(643198-643199) dally from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 

Three bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining room, 
•luxurious furniture, in a modern and new building, with 
telephone and independent central heating, suitable for a 
diplomat 

Call tel. 820259 


ANTIQUES FOR SALE 

Old books, oil and water-colour paintings, hundred (TOO), 
year old prints, old plates, and many other things’.' ■ 
Monday and Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until 1 p.m., and from 
4 to 7 p.m. 

Bayadir Wadi Sir area after Eighth Circle behind Saad 
Pharmacy. 

For more Information please call Mr. Ramadan 
at 814169 



FOR RENT 

A deluxe ground-floor apartment with garden and 
garage is available for rent immediately. Located in 
Sweifieh, the apartment, which has been newly 
refurnished and equipped with electrical appliances, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, a maid's room, 
laundry room, living room, salon and dining room. 

More information, please call: 610362 



AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high Quality ail 
over the Middle East area 

provided with: 

* Warranty for oris year 
☆ After tale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fox 624699, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
A MEG Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


Cfrgni 

Td.: 


CONCORD 





TeL: 634144 


CONCORD 1 
MY GIRL ' 

CONCORD 2 

LAST ACTION HERO 

■ --/■ SHOWS: 1230. 3:15, 6. ftlS. 10:15 ' 


Robert Bedford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



675571 


presents ^|P^y^enjS[led^ 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan A! Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold aU day 


Nab» & Hishaiffs «• 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Libya and Britain said to 
agree on Lockerbie trial 


EDINBURGH (Agencies) — 
‘Britain and Libya have signed a 
- 'deal to bring two men accused of 
-Mowing up a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie in 1988 to trial in 
-'Scotland, the Sunday Post news- 
' paper said Sunday. 

The Scottish weekly said top 
Libyan legal expert Ibrahim Leg- 
well visited Scotland secretly to 
■meet the lawyers who would de- 
fend the accused, Abdel Baset 
-AH Mohammad A1 Mewgrahi 
and A1 Amin Khalifa Fhimah. 

• “Every last detail of the plan to 
bring the men here has now been 
signed by the two governments'' 
the Sunday Post said. 

: It said Mr. Legwell's visit three 
weeks ago was the culmination of 
; 12 months of the secret negotia- 
tions. 

The British Foreign Office 
: would not confirm that a deal had 
; been signed but a spokesman 
' said: “We have given the Libyans 
a series of detailed assurances 
about a fair trial in Scotland and 
the treatment of the two men 
after they have been surren- 
dered.” 

-Britain and the United States 
hold the two men solely responsi- 
ble for planting a bomb in De- 
cember 1988 that killed all 259 
people aboard Pan American 
world Airways flight 103 from 
London to New York and 11 
people in the small Scottish town. 

■ 1 he United Nations has im- 
posed sanctions on Libya over its 
refusal to hand the men over. 
Britain, France and tire United 
States have set Oct. 1 as the 
deadline for tough new measures 
if they are not surrendered. 
•JThe newspaper said Libya set 
strict terms for allowing the men 
to- stand trial in Scotland. These 
included where they would be 
held, the food they would be 


given and facilities 'for religious 
worship while in custody. 

Britain agreed the two accused 
would arrive as free men and 
would not be arrested until they 
entered the terminal building at a 
Scottish airport, the Sunday Post 
said. 

Recent Scottish media reports 
increased speculation that the 
two men will arrive in Scotland 
before the Oct. 1 deadline. 

The Scotsman daily newspaper 
said two weeks ago that Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi had 
been given secret guarantees the 
men would not be handed over to 
America whatever the outcome 
of trial in Scotland. 

The Scotsman said top Scottish 
advocate Lord Macaulay of Bra- 
gar met representatives of the 
two men secretly in Brussels last 
month. Lord Macaulay, 59, a 
leading defence lawyer and a 
spokesman on Scottish legal 
affairs for the opposition Labour 
Party, admits he went to Brussels 
but refuses to reveal the purpose 
of the visit 

Hie Foreign Office would only 
say it was aware of the nature or 
Lord Macaulay's visit. 

Libya reports sanctions effect 

An engine caught fire on a 
Libyan airliner leaving Benghazi 
and forced an emergency landing 
12 minutes after takeoff, Libya's 
news agency reported Saturday. 

JANA, the official agency 
monitored m Cairo, reported no 
injuries among more than 150 
passengers and undetermined 
number of crew. 

The Libyan Arab Airlines 
Boeing 727 was Flight 1103, the 
same Benghazi-to-Tripoli service 


on which a 727 crashed last De- 
cember with a loss of 157 lives. 

JANA said the emergency 
landing occurred Wednesday. 
The plane took off at 2:03 p.m. 
but turned back “when the air- 
craft commander was informed of 
a failure in engine number two” 
and landed at Benghazi at 2:15. It 
said the engine was destroyed by 
the fire. 

The agency blamed the inci- 
dent on the 16-month-old U.N. 
embargo denying Libya among 
other things aircraft spare parts. 

Quoting “a source'' at Libyan 
Arab Airlines, JANA said “the 
coercive measures’ 

“prevented the supply of 
necessary spare parts needed for 
the maintenance of aircraft and 
(to) guarantee aviation safety.” 

It said: “The measures were 
the cause for what the Libyan 
aircraft suffered and almost led to 
a new catastrophe.” 

Algerian paper assaSte Qadhafi 

A newspaper Sunday accused 
Colgnel Qadhafi of supporting 
antf-government violence in 
Algeria and urged the authorities 
to act against Tripoli. 

In a rare attack on a leader of a 
_ country, A1 Walan 
“Besides his interference in 
Algeria's internal affairs, the Li- 
byan leader has unmasked him- 
self and confirmed he is one of 
the principal supporters of terror- 
ism. 

The newspaper, generally well 
informed on security matters, 
said Col. Qadhafi last week 
announced Libya had the “capac- 
ity to cooperate” with Algeria's 
banned Islamic Salvation Front 
IS), its jailed President Abassi 
ai and deputy Ali Belhadj. 


China assails U.S. over ship 
affair, demands damages 


vPEKING (Agencies) — China 
'accused the United States Sunday' 
Of “hegemonism and power poli- 
tics" in the dispute over a 
Chinese freighter Washington 
Maimed was carrying chemical 
weapons material. 

The Foregin Ministry said in a 
lengthy statement carried by the 
•Official Xinhua news agency that. 

; -die inspection of the Yinhe begun 
Aug. 28 was complete, and that 
■ no evidence was found of the 
: dremkaJs the United States said 
were bound for Iran. 

■ r The statement said the United 
States and Saudi Arabia, which 
was conducting the inspection at 
- its port in Dammam, have jointly 
sqmed a report on the search. 

: ‘It demanded a public apology 
arid millions of dollars in damages 
from Washington. 

China also ridiculed U.S. in- 
telligence reports on the ship and 
its! cargo as no more than rumour 
and fabrication. 

Washington described the 
forced search as “unfortunate” 
and declined to pay damages, 
indicating that similar searches 
would be carried out in future. 

■- State Department spokesman 
Michael McCurry said the search 
' was in tine with President Bill 
Clinton's policy of halting prolif- 
eration of weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

-“The inconvenience to the 
Yinhe and to the governments of 
Saudi Arabia and China are on- ■ 
fortunate,” he said, stopping 


short of an apology. 

Washington had charged that 
the freighter was carrying thiodig- 
lycoi and thionyl chloride des- 
tined for Iran. China had stud 24 
containers bound for Iran con- 
tained stationery, metals and 
machine parts. 

“If such behaviour of a self- 
styled ‘world cop’ is to be con- 
doned, can there still be justice, 
sovereign equality and normal 
state-to-state relations in this 
world,” the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said. 

The ministry condemned the 
United States for “begemonism 
and power politics pure and sim- 
ple.” 

The United States acted “in an 
utterly indiscreet and irresponsi- 
ble manner,” the statement said. 

The joint inspection in the port 
of Dammam was conducted be- 
tween Aug. 26 and Sept. 4 on the 
ship, which left the northern 
Chinese port ofTianjin on July 15 
bound for Dubai. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
United States had acted without 
even “the basic facts.” 

“The U.S. has so often wilfully 
brought pressure to bear on other 
countries on the grounds of its 
■so-called intelligence' which is no 
more than hearsay or self- 
invented stories,” the statement 
added. 

China estimated losses caused 
by Washington at some $12.9 
million to the ship owners, China 


Ocean Shipping "Co. 

Another State Department 
spokesman, Martin Judge, re- 
jected Peking's claims for dam- 
ages, saying the inspection was 
done "with the full consent o’f 
China.” 

The ministry statement said the 
United States had “violated Chi- 
na’s sovereignty and the freedom 
of Ch in ese ships to sail in interna- 
tional waters. 

“The United States should 
commit itself in explicit terms to 
strict compliance with interna- 
tional law and norms governing 
international relations ui the fu- 
ture handling of its relations with 
other states and guarantee 
against the recurrence of similar 
incidents,” it said. 

But Mr. McCurry said there 
was “credible evidence" for the 
U.S. action, adding that 
Washington would continue de- 
manding similar inspections 
“when we receive information 
concerning possible exports to 
weapons programmesof concern.” 

The Chinese statement recalled 
that China was a signatory to the 
chemical weapons convention, 
which has yet to take effect 

“The Chinese government mil, 
as always, strictly observe its in- 
ternational obligations and make 
its contribution to safeguarding 
international peace and security 
and promoting normal economic 
and trade exchanges among coun- 
tries,” it said. 



Somalis stand fat front of the body of one of 
Nigerian soldiers kflted in one of two ambushes 


against peacekeeping forces in Mogadishu (AFP 
photo) 


Seven Nigerian soldiers 
killed in Mogadishu attack 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Seven Nigerian U.N. troorps were 
killed by Somali gunmen in north 
Mogadishu early Sunday and 
another two, apparently badly 
wounded, were taken prisoner, 
residents said. 

Somali sources said at least 15 
Somalis, including some women 
and children, were killed in fight- ■ 
mg between the Nigerian patrol 
and gunmen who chanted slogans 
supporting fugitive warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from U.N. sources on the 
incident, which appeared to be 
die most serious attack on U.N. 
peacekeepers snee 23 Pakistanis 
were killed in June by gunmen 
loyal to General Aideed. 

Reporters said they saw the 
bodies of seven Nigerians — 
stripped of their uniforms — lying 
in three locations several 
metres apart... 

7 Local 1 residents told reporters 
the Nigerians were challenged by 
pro- Aideed gunmen as the U.N. 
soldiers drove before dawn in two 
vehicles to Checkpoint 
manned by Italian trg|ps,ft 
ing reports of shooting in the 
area. 

After trying to talk with the 
angry Somalis, the _ Nigerians 
fired in the air — drawing intense 
gunfire from two directions, the 
residents said. 

“The elders told the Nigerian 
commander to go away because 
*we don’t want to fight you.’ But 
the Nigerians opened fire and the 
angry crowd reacted,” one elder 


The heavily fortified U.N. 
compound in the dty has come 
under almost nightly attack since 
the June ambush that killed the 
23 Pakistanis. 

Early on Saturday, an un- 
known number of gunmen tried 
to Several the walls of a U.S. 
mOitaxy Compound dose to U.N. 
headquarters, but were driven off 
with a volley of shots. 

Meanwhile the Sunday Times 
in London reported that the Un- 
ited Nations had been paying 
Gen. Aideed more than $100,000 
a month even after the world 
body offered a $25,000 reward for 
his arrest.' 

“The money was paid by U.N. 
agendes in Mogadishu, sup- 
posedly for the hue of gunmen 
loyal to Aideed who would pro- 
vide security for aid convoys,” 
the newspaper quoted develop- 
ment programme coordinator Pe- 
ter Schumann as saying. 

“In fact, since the Americans 
landed in Somalia last December, 
the gunmen have escorted no 
convoys and are kept on the 
payroll.” 

The payments continued “even 
when Aideed was declared a 
wanted person by U.N. forces in 
June,” the official said. 

Mr. Schumann said he had 
decided on his own initiative to 
end the payments. 

The newspaper quoted “ a 
U.N. military official,” Orhom it 
did not name, as saying that to 
have ended the payments “would 
have been like opening a second 
front” 


told Reuters. 

Witnesses said the Nigerians 
tried to withdraw but their path 
was blocked by more Somalis and 
they succeeded in driving only 
about a kilometre before the en- 
tire party was wiped out 

Witnesses said Italian troops at 
Checkpoint Pasta had tried to 
save the Nigerians by urging local 
elders to cool down the gunmen, 
but the crowd ignored them and 
Kt barricades of tyres to Mode 
- U.N. reinforcements. 

Several hours later, Italian 
‘ commander General Bruno Loi 
reached the scene in a bid to 
recover the soldiers’ '.bodies^ 
Several Pakistani tanks trying to 
get to the spot failed to break 
through the barricades. 

It took Gen. Loi half an hour of 
intense negotiation before the 
Italian troops were allowed to 
remove the bodies. 

The incident brought to 46 the 
number of U.N. peacekeepers 
killed in Somalia this year. 

Sunday’s attack followed a 
period of mounting tension m 
Mogadishu after a series of 
round-ups by heavily armed U.S. 
troops searching for arms caches 
in the dty. 

The situation in the area of the 
dash remained tense. Crowds 
shouted aa4 gestured angrily at 
U.N. troops and journalise. 

On Saturday, gunmen built 
makeshift barricades along the 
main street in south Mogadishu 
as an act of defianefc. One barrier 
was only 100 metres from a Pakis- 
tani checkpoint. 


Soldier, reformist in Algerian cabinet 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria 
drafted a tough soldier mid a 
taboo-breaking economist into a 
new government, signalling a 
coordinated drive against Muslim 
militants and a new push to res- - 
cue the battered economy. 

Diplomats and commentators 
see the new interior minister, 
Salim Saddi, former chief of 
iria’s third military region. 
Economy Minister Mourad 
Benachnbou, an ex- World Bank 
official, as policy standard bear- 
ers of the 25-man government. 

Prime Minister Redha MaJek, 
a member of the five-man pres- 
idency, brought new faces to the 
energy and foreign portfolios at 
'the weekend but kept eight minis- 
ters in their former jobs. 

Mr. Malek’s appointment of 
Benachnhou broke with his two 
predecessors who kept control of 
economic affairs. 

Mr. Benachnhou has strongly 


supported rescheduling some of 
the Algeria’s estimated $25 bil- 
lion foreign debt and speeding up 
privatisation of an economy badly 
misfiring after nearly 30 years of 
socialist centralised management. 

“Nominating a minister with 
good links with international in- 
stitutions signals possible serious 
negotiations,” a Western diplo- 
mat said, referring to Mr. Be- 
nachnhou’s World Bank ties. 

“Does it mean rescheduling is 
goin{» to be government policy? it 
certainly nudges ustp that direc- 
tion." 

Officials say the failure of the 
economy fuels discontent, parti- 
cularly among the 17 million aged 
under 30 of the country’s 26 
million people, providing a fertile 
breeding ground for Islamic ex- 
tremism. 

Debt-repayments of around $9 
billion a year or over 70 per cent 
of foreign income from oil and 


gas exports, the only significant 
exports, have ravaged the eco- 
nomy. 

More than 20 per cent of the 
workforce is unemployed, much 
industry, lacking spare parts and 
raw materials, operates at half 
capacity, and there is a chronic 
bousing shortage. 

“Rescheduling becomes or- 
ient, of little cost if you compare 
it to the alternative of the total 
economic collapse threatening 
our country if the self-imposed 
policy of strangulation con- 
tinues,” Mr. Benachnbou wrote 
recently. 

In nearly 20 months, more than 
1,000 people have been killed in 
violence blamed on fundamental- 
ists, despite thousands of arrests, 
a state of emergency, night cur- 
fews, more than 250 death sent- 
ences and 13 executions this year. 


Sarajevo 
faces fuel 
crisis amid 
fighting 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — The 
besieged Bosnian capital 
Sar ajevo may inn out of fuel 
withra days as heavy clashes be- 
tween Croat and Muslim troops 
Mock supply rentes into the city, 
U.N. officials said Sunday. 

The battles raging between for- 
mer allies, the Bosnian Croat and 
Muslim-led government troops, 
in Gornji Vakuf have cut off 
humanitarian aid convoys travell- 
ing from the Croatian port of 
Split into Sarajevo. 

“By the end* of the coming 
week, the fuel situation in 
Sarajevo wQl be quite severe,” 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
spokesman Ray Wilkinson told a 
news briefing in Sarajevo. 

“UNHCR already has no fuel 
reserves on hand.” 

Sarajevo suffers continual pow- 
er cuts because of fuel shortages 
and residents have little left to 
burn for w&Tinth in the 
approaching winter because all 
the city’s trees were felled last 
year. 

A convoy carrying fuel for 
Sarajevo remained stalled in 
western Bosnia-Herzegovina be- 
cause of Croat-Mnlim fighting. 

UJf. officials said it was just 
that other convoys travell- 
ing through MnsHm-Croat battle 
zones jnade it to other destina- 
tions Saturday. 

“The system loosened up for 
(<»ly) one day,” said Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bill Aikman, a U.N. 
spokesmafl. He said the 20 con- 
voys delivered more than 1,000 
tonnes of food and other relief to 
central and eastern Bosnia. 

Fighting between Muslims and 
Croats has centred recently 
around the southwestern dty of 
Mostar, divided between the two 
rival factions. CM. Aikman said 
occasional artillery, mortar and 
sniper fire shook the city Satur- 
day. Bosnian radio reported full- 
scale fighting for Mostar on Sun- 
day, but there was no U.N. con- 
firmation. 

Despite die tensions, CM. Aik- 
man was hopeful that about 50 
injured in Muslim-held eastern 
Mostar could be flown out later 
Sunday as part of a mutual eva- 
cuation deal. 

Come Croats have already 
been taken out through Muslim 
lines surrounding the central 
town of Nova Bila as part of the 
agreement. Bosnian Croats spoke 
of fierce Muslim attacks on their 
positions near Nova BQa on Sun- 
day, but there was no indepen- 
dent corrobration. 

The U.S. administration on 
Thursday threatened Croats and 
Serbs with NATO air strikes it 
they resumed offensives against 
key cities, including Mostar. 

Goats at first fought alongside 
government forces to pot down a 
rebellion by Serbs over Bosnia’s 
independence' from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

The alliance collapsed in fight- 
ing over land in central Bosnia 
and around Mostar. Goats want 
Mostar to be the capita] of a 
future Bosnian Goat state if a 
plan to partition the country into 
three ethnic states goes through. 

Talks on such * division col- 
lapsed last week in Geneva over 
territorial issues', provoking fears 
of more intense fighting in Bos- 
nia. But Bosnia's Muslim presi- 
dent, Alija Izetbegovic, said 
Saturday he expected the Geneva 
talks to resume in two weeks. He 
flew Sunday to New York, where 
he will meet the U.N. Security 
Council on Tuesday. 


Jordanians remain sceptical of Palestinian autonomy agreement 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

- Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDANIANS, partially 
reassured by His Majesty King 
■Hussein's backing Saturday for 
the Palestinian-Israeli Jericho- 
Gaza first accord, are still fear- 
ful of the possible si deeffects of 
the agreement. 

‘-The general preconception 
That Jencbo and Gaza, two 
under-developed areas, could 
witness factional violence 
among Palestinians, has 
strengthened these fears, 
analysts and commentators 
4nid this week. 

After 10 days of debate in 
sklons, offices, cafes and 
fannes, Jordanians are still not 
.derided on whether the Gaza- 
'Jericbo option is a favourable 
4ne for Jordan. 

.*■ The fears and worries vary 
Iron: one group to the other 
But most meet on three points; 

' — A fear that Israel is trick- 
ling the Palestinians and lead- 
ing them into a trap that would 
! result in economic and political 
^enslavement rather than li- 
beration; 

■ • — A conviction that Israel 
has no desire to rule either 
.-Gaza or Jericho and wants to 


use these two areas to transfer 
the Palestinians from the rest 
of the occupied territories in- 
cluding Jerusalem and that this 
transfer would also result in 
either a forced or economic 
migration to the East Bank of 
the Jordan River; 

— A fear that the Jericho- 
Gaza plan will be the final 
outcome rather than one m a 
stage in Israeli-P&lestinian 
peace turning Jericho and 
Gaza into buffer areas styled 
after South Africa’s apartheid, 
rather than a “liberated home- 
land.” 

The concern for Jordan as 
much as for Palestine is part of 
the debate on whether the 
Jericho-Gaza option is accept- 
able to Jordanians. 

Many Jordanian activists 
doubt that the PLO leaders or < 
their successors would be able 
to form a functioning democra- 
tic government, be it mimirif 
or national. Democracy is 
Keved to be essential to the 
success of even the most li- 
mited autonomy rule in the 
territories. Jordanian analysts 
believe that the failure of a 
future self-governing body to 
create an economically viable 
and democratically oriented 


entity would result in mass 
migration to Jordan. 

Jordanians, while insisting 
they are not “anti- 
Palestinian," feel Jordan has 
already absorbed all the mig- 
rants — Palestinians or others 
— that it can economically and 
demographically handle. Jor- 
dan’s settled Palestinians also 
fear that a wave of Palestinian 
migrants or mass transfer could 
upset the delicate balance be- 
tween East and West Bankers 
and jeopardise their own poli- 
tical and economic standing in 
the long run. 

"Continued migration would 
mean a de facto Palestinian 
homeland in Jordan, and this is 
what we are trying to avoid. 
We want a Palestinian home- 
land in Palestine,” said Hakam 
Khair, spokesperson for the 
centre-of-right Al Watan par- 
ty- 

Jordanians are thus split 
when it comes to the Jericho- 
Gaza first option. Jordanians 
and Palestinians in Jordan 
want to believe that the prop- 
osal is die first in a series of 
steps that will lead to the full 
application of U.N. resMutions. 
242 and 338, the withdrawal of 


Israeli forces from all the terri- 
tories occupied in the 1967 war 
but tihe realities of Israeli poli- 
cies overshadow this optimism. 

Jordanians’ lari: of trust in 
Israel first and in Yasser Ara- 
fat’s ability to negotiate a just 
resolution to the conflict 
second are always on the minds 
of analysts. 

“Israel does not act out of 
humanitarian concern or be- 
cause it believes in internation- 
al legitimacy of the Palestinian 
cause but because of its own 
defined interests and thus any 
proposal it approves has to be 
studied very well for major 
loopholes,” said a spokesman 
for one of the 11 left-wing and 
pan-Arab political parties in 
Jordan. “It is a pariah state 
and it is allowing for this so- 
called pilot project in order to 
prove that the Palestinians can- 
not role themselves. The 
Israelis will make sure that 
everything that can possibly go 
wrong will j»o wrong.” 

Most political commentators 

in Jordan believe that the ex- 
isting terms of nnderstanding, 
which were made public this 
week, contain too many omis- 
sions and vague references. 


“Th e lade of dear and spedfic 
references, the continued ex- 
istence and possible growth of 
the settlements, the delay of 
the questions of Jerusalem and 
settl ements will be major 
stumbling blocs,” said a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Commun- 
ist Party. 

“ w e feel this might be 
Palestinian legitimisation of 
Israeli plans for Palestine and 
for the region as a whole, and 
mat this will allow for foil 
Israeli control as far as inter- 
pretation and implementation 
k concerned,” said the obser- 
ver. 

Many Jordanian economists 
believe that the Jericho-Gaza 
plan is the first in a series of 
Israeli steps to infiltrate the 
Arab World with Israeli goods 
and begin what many fear will 
he an Israeli economic hege- 
mony in the region. 

Fahed Fanek, a columnist 
wfth Al Rai and the jordan 
Times, fears that Israeli goods 
could Sow freely through the 
Jericho region and end up in 
Jordan ana the rest of the Arab 
World. 

White' Dr. Fanek did not 
spell out the Palestinian role in 


tins, other commentators have 
done so in private. “The 
Israelis will use the Palesti- 
nians as their salesmen and the 
Arabs will buy,” said one 
prominent Jordanian hanifAf 
this week. 

Some Jordanian business- 
men are calling for a customs 
and taxation post to be erected 
on the borders with the “new 
state” as soon as the Jericho- 
Gaza plan is implemented. 

The question of “can the 
Jericho-Gaza plan do any 
good” is answered with scep- 
ticism by most. Only Islamists 
and some right-wing politicians 
have given dear-cut answers. 

■ The Islamists and some lef- 
tists have dismissed the plan in 
principle for ideological and 
nationalist reasons. At the 
same time at least one right- 
wing political party has 
embraced it. 

Islamists and leftist parties 
signed petitions and demons' 
trated Friday to protest what 
they see asa “total sell-out and 
treason.” Thus far, however, 
the reactions have been reined 
in, and only one Palestinian 
p, file Damascus-based 
ilar Front for the Libera- 


tion of Palestine-General 
Command, led by Ahmed Jab- 
rfl, has said it would spin the 
Mood of the signatories to the 
agreement. 

Much the opposite opinion is 
being expressed by the Al Ahd 
Party led by Abdul Hadi Ma- 
jali. Mr. Majali is one of the 
few Jordanians who beieive 
that the Jericho-Gaza p lan will 
result in the creation of a 
Palestinian homeland that will 
absorb many Palestinian re- 
fugees and relieve Jordan of 
bring an alternative homeland 
for the Pal estinians . 

While not entirely trusting of 
the Israelis, Mr. Majali be- 
lieves the plan “should be 
given a chance." 

On the whole, Jordanians 
remain uneasy and sceptical of 
tiie Jericho-Gaza proposal and 
believe that whatever happens 
in the Palestinian territories 
wdl eventually affect Jordan. 

“If the plan is implemented 
we must protect ourselves and 
by to make sure that the so- 
called pilot project is a success- 
pusone, it is in onr own 
mterest,” a right-wing politi- 
cian warned. 



Thatcher’s former 
ministers reveal 
her secret weapon > 

LONDON (AFP) — Former 
ministers under ex-premier Mar- 
garet Thatcher have revealed her 
secret weapon used to quell 
opposition to her views during 
cabinet discussions — the con- 
tents of her handbag. “The big- 
gest mystery of all were tin 
dreaded handbag briefing*,” said 
former Home Secretary Kenneth 
Baker in a BBC radio pr ogra mme 
called Maggie’s Minister, which is 
to qir next week. “If she felt 
things were not going her' way, 
one of her techniques to regain 
control in the cabinet was to open 
her handbag and produce a brief- 
ing,” be said. “This led to a 
complex guessing game ...no one , 
knew where it came from and yea 
were totally thrown.” Chris Pat- 
ten, a former environment minis- 
ter and now governor of Hong 
said: “She would open her 
rag and bring out a sheet of 
heavily underlined in green 

“The art of bring a succe«- 

ful cabinet minister was to have 
worked out in advance how yon 
shot down the advice that was in 
her handbag and if you did it well 
enough the handbag was not 
opened,” said Lord Tebbit, once 
minister of employment and Con- 
senrative Party chairman. 

Oscar-winning actor 
in fatal car crash 

WENATCHEE, Washington 
(AFP) — Oscar winning actor F. <■ 
Murray Abraham was involved in 
a car crash near here in which a 
man was killed, Washington state 
police said. Abraham's car col- 
lided with one driven by Guy 
Ketzenberg, 28. who died at the 
scene, said police. Police said 
they could not say who was ai 
fault but that Ketzenberg was 
travelling on a state highway 




which has a stop sign where it 
intersects with a federal highway. 
The crash occurred at that in- 
tersection. Abraham, who lives in 
New York City, suffered a frac- 
tured wrist and cuts. He won an 
Oscar for his portrayal of 
Mozart's rival in the 1984 movie 
Amadeus. 

Italian wins 
Busoni Piano 
Competition 

DOLZANO, Italy (AP) — Ita- 
lian Roberto Cominati bas won 
the annual Ferruccio Busoni In- 
ternational Kano Competition, 
organisers said. Cumin, who 
won after playing Rachmaninoffs 
Concerto No. 3, Opus 30, com- 
peted with more than 100 pian- 
ists. The 29-year-old Gmiinati. 
wfio received 15 million lire 
(S9.30Q) in prize money, is only 
the third Italian ever to win the 
country’s most prestigious piano 
competition. Ukrainian Vitaly 
Samoschku, 20, took second 
place and received nine million 
lire ($5,600). In third {dace was 
Olivier Goal, 31, of France, who 
won 7 million lire ($4,300). Italy 
had two other pianists finishing in 
the top six of the 27 semi finalists. 

Missing man found 
in home freezer 

MANITOWOC, Wis (AP) — A 
man’s body was found in a freezer 
at his home a week after be 
vanished. Donald Noofcer, 61, 
was last seen on Aug. 27 heading 
for work, said Police Capi. Ran- 
dy Am merman. Nooker’s wife, 
Mildred, said she discovered the 
body Friday when she went to get 
some frozen food, CapL Ammer- 
man said. Investigators were 
waiting for results of an autopsy 
before making guesses on 
whether Mr. Nooker fell into the 
freezer or his body was placed 
there, CapL Ammerman said. 

Joseph Kennedy’s 

wifetofight 

annulment 

BOSTON (AP) — Sheila Rauch 
Kennedy has brought new atten- 
tion to a sensitive subject for the 
Roman Catholic Church by 
saying shell fight an annulment 
petition by her divorced husband, 
congressman Joseph Kennedy II. 
Tne church never recognises legal 
divorces, but it grants annulments 
~~ more often than in the past — * 
for a variety of reasons. WMwut 
an annulment, Catholics cannot 
remarry or remain m good styprt- 
ing m the church, which teaches 
552 mamage means forever. 
Mrs, SbeOa Kennedy said her 
12-yete marriage to the congress- 
man does not fit the church re- 
gwrement for annulment: That a 
sajarnwtal bond” newr ex- 

J 1 *®* If marriage were- 

deemed never to have existeddn 

*£ *** then oar 

children, like others of annulled 
marriages, would have been 
“*ived in nor boro to a 
sanctified onion," she wrote in a 
letter to Time magazine. 


